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surname  Austin  is  of  record  in  England 

IvF  I  ^  ^ ® ^ derived  from  the 

baptismal  name  Augustus  or  Augustine. 

It  occurs  in  various  forms  of  spelling  such 
as  Astin,  Austine,  Austing,  Austen,  Auston,  Austyne 
and  Ostin  and  is  frequently  found  in  the  counties 
of  Surrey,  Norfolk  and  Kent,  where  the  family  has 
been  distinguished  for  many  generations. 

Robert  Austin,  first  of  the  name  to  come  to 
America,  was  prominently  identified  with  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  was  a 
resident  in  1661  and  lived  until  his  death  in  1686. 
His  descendants  settled  in  Kingston,  Westerly  and 
Charlestown  and  were  highly  esteemed  citizens  in 
these  communities.  They  were  Quakers  and  Jeremiah 
Austin,  a  great-grandson  of  Robert  Austin,  was  a 
leader  in  the  Society  of  Friends  in  1759. 

James  Austin,  great-grandson  of  Jeremiah  and 
Margaret  (Congdon)  Austin,  was  born  in  Little 
Compton,  January  3,  1817,  and  died  in  New 
Bedford,  February  8,  1905.  He  came  to  the  Whaling 
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City  as  a  young  man  where  for  many  years  he  was 
a  prominent  cattle  dealer.  He  was  successful  in 
business  and  by  thrift  and  acumen  acquired  a 
comfortable  competence.  He  married,  February  25, 
1851,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Kirby,  daughter  of  Abner 
and  Mary  H.  (Manchester)  Kirby.  She  was 
born  May  7,  1832,  and  died  in  New  Bedford, 
March  6,  1911. 

Children: 

( 1 )  Emma  Clifton,  born  March  16,  1852. 

(2)  Lydia  Diana,  born  June  29,  1853;  married, 
September  30,  1874,  George  T.  Hardwick. 
No  children. 

(3)  Mary  Elizabeth,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  Sarah  James,  born  December  15,  1856;  married, 
December  23,  1884,  Charles  H.  Snow.  No 
children. 

(5)  Carrie  Pitman,  born  June  22,  1858;  died 
June  20,  1862. 

(6)  James  Edward,  of  whom  further. 

Dr.  James  Edward  Austin,  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  Elizabeth  (Kirby)  Austin,  was  born  February 
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21,  1865,  in  New  Bedford,  where  he  died  March  28, 
1916.  As  an  authority  on  tropical  diseases,  he  won 
international  fame  for  his  discoveries  relating  to  their 
prevention,  and  thus  made  notable  contributions  to 
medical  science. 

Dr.  Austin  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  Bedford,  graduating  from  the 
New  Bedford  High  School  with  the  class  of  1883. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  and  graduated 
from  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  in  New 
York,  now  part  of  New  York  University,  in  1886. 
While  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  Medical  School  he 
became  especially  interested  in  sanitation  and  its 
connection  with  the  prevention  of  epidemics,  and  did 
creditable  undergraduate  work  along  these  lines.  He 
continued  this  study  and  research  for  several  years 
after  his  graduation  and  the  result  of  his  efforts 
attracted  favorable  attention  among  leading  scientists 
of  the  world. 

Some  of  Dr.  Austin’s  discoveries  relating  to 
tropical  fevers  came  to  the  attention  of  high  officials 
in  Costa  Rica,  resulting  in  a  government  appointment 
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for  the  young  doctor.  He  was  invited  to  come  to  the 
Central  American  Republic  and  take  full  charge  of 
the  fight  against  yellow  fever  and  other  tropical 
diseases  then  prevalent  there.  It  was  no  easy  task  that 
Dr.  Austin  took  up,  but  he  brought  to  the  under¬ 
taking  scientific  knowledge,  whole-hearted  interest  in 
and  love  for  his  work,  and  a  will  to  conquer  the 
many  obstacles  that  immediately  presented  them¬ 
selves.  By  his  genial  personality  and  genuine  regard 
for  their  welfare,  he  won  the  confidence  and  affection 
of  the  natives  and  secured  their  cooperation.  He 
remained  in  Costa  Rica  several  years  and  had  the 
great  pleasure  of  knowing  that  the  battle  against  the 
fevers  that  had  been  a  scourge  to  the  country  was 
practically  won  before  he  left  for  Honduras. 

Dr.  Austin’s  brilliant  work  in  Honduras  is  now  a 
matter  of  history,  and  forms  one  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  chapters  in  the  study  of  yellow  fever  and  kindred 
diseases.  With  his  territory  nearly  doubled,  another 
native  population  to  be  made  to  believe  in  his  ideas, 
he  set  about  the  gigantic  task  fortified  by  his  success 
in  Costa  Rica  and  with  the  full  backing  of  the 
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government  of  Honduras.  He  was  provided  with  a 
beautiful  estate  for  his  residence,  a  retinue  of  servants, 
and  unlimited  financial  backing  to  carry  out  his 
work.  Here,  as  in  Costa  Rica,  his  best  weapon  for 
combating  epidemics,  with  their  attendant  horrors, 
was  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  natives, 
who  accepted  his  ideas  and  followed  his  advice  on 
sanitation.  In  addition  to  his  governmental  work. 
Dr.  Austin’s  services  were  soon  in  demand  over  a 
large  territory  and  he  built  up  an  extensive  private 
practice  throughout  the  country. 

Dr.  Austin’s  conquest  of  tropical  diseases,  partic¬ 
ularly  yellow  fever,  brought  him  international  fame 
as  a  scientist.  His  ideas  on  sanitation  were  far  in 
advance  of  his  day  and  statistics,  which  showed  that 
the  death  rate  was  cut  sharply,  proved  that  he  was 
correct. 

Incessant  labor,  under  trying  climatic  conditions, 
seriously  undermined  Dr.  Austin’s  health  and  he  was 
compelled  to  give  up  his  work.  He  returned  to  New 
Bedford,  where  he  was  welcomed  as  one  of  the  city’s 
most  distinguished  native  sons.  In  the  quiet  and 
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peace  of  the  Austin  homestead,  came  the  close  of  a 
notable  career  and  one  of  untold  benefit  to  humanity. 

Dr.  Austin  married  (first),  January  28,  1887, 
Loworth  Leslie  Dixon  who  died  December  15,  1903. 
He  married  (second)  Emma  Alma  Gifford  who  was 
born  in  New  Bedford,  October  17,  1864,  and  died 
in  Brookline,  Massachusetts,  July  5,  1937.  No 
children. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Austin,  daughter  of  James  and 
Sarah  Elizabeth  (Kirby)  Austin,  was  born  in 
Adams ville,  Rhode  Island,  November  8,  1854,  and 
died  in  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  January  20, 
1915.  She  attended  public  school  in  New  Bedford 
and  graduated  from  the  New  Bedford  High  School  in 
1872.  She  then  entered  the  Bridgewater  Normal 
School  and  graduated  in  1874. 

Her  first  position  as  a  teacher  was  in  Rochester, 
Massachusetts,  where  she  remained  until  December, 
1874,  when  she  resigned  to  accept  an  appointment  on 
the  staff  of  the  New  Bedford  High  School.  She 
specialized  in  Ancient  History,  principally  Greek  and 
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Roman  and  devoted  herself  to  extensive  research  in 
these  subjects  in  which  she  became  recognized  as  an 
authority.  During  her  summer  vacations  she  traveled 
abroad,  thus  gaining  first  hand  information  and 
knowledge.  A  former  pupil  said  of  her  method  of 
teaching  "It  was  like  going  abroad  to  listen  to  Miss 
Austin’s  word-pictures.” 

As  a  noted  educator  Miss  Austin  is  now  regarded 
as  a  pioneer  in  modern  classroom  instruction.  She 
supplemented  dry  textbook  study  with  interesting 
lectures,  slides  and  photographs  and  made  her  courses 
instructive  as  well  as  fascinating.  Her  warm  person¬ 
ality  and  quick  sympathy  endeared  her  to  pupils, 
parents  and  associates  alike  and  through  forty  years 
of  devoted  and  unselfish  service  her  name  is  in¬ 
separably  connected  with  the  civic  and  educational 
development  of  New  Bedford. 

Miss  Austin’s  activities,  however,  were  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  classroom  and  she  took  a  keen  interest 
in  clubs  and  church  work.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
County  Street  Methodist  Church  where  for  many 
years  she  taught  in  the  Sunday  School. 
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The  following  tributes  to  her  outstanding  qualities 
are  indicative  of  the  high  respect  in  which  she  was 
held  and  of  the  deep  affection  which  all  who  knew 
her  felt  for  her. 

From  the  New  Bedford  Standard: 

**Miss  Austin  was  more  than  a  capable  teacher; 
she  was  a  woman  of  extensive  culture  and  human 
sympathy,  with  a  broad  outlook  upon  life,  and 
she  had  that  rare  and  precious  faculty  of  in¬ 
spiring  the  pupils  under  her,  of  being  able  to 
convey  to  them  something  besides  the  dry  bones 
of  the  subject  she  was  teaching. 

''With  Miss  Austin  the  textbook  was  not  the 
be-all  and  end-all  of  education;  from  life  outside 
of  it  and  human  experience  in  general  she  drew 
lessons  for  the  guidance  and  enrichment  of  her 
pupils.  Her  influence  upon  them  lasted  beyond 
graduation,  and  in  after  years  those  who  had  been 
in  her  classes  came  to  appreciate  its  helpfulness. 

"Miss  Austin’s  long  and  honorable  record  in 
the  High  School,  the  influence  she  has  exerted  on 
the  pupils  who  came  and  went  in  all  these  years, 
her  interest  in  things  worth  while  both  in  and 
outside  of  the  school  merit  some  lasting  recogni- 
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tion,  and  we  hope  that  the  Alumni  will  present 
some  memorial  as  a  tribute  to  this  splendid 
teacher,” 

From  J.  I.  Bartholomew,  former  Pastor,  County 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 

"The  impression  made  by  a  many-sided  person 
is  determined  largely  by  one’s  viewpoint.  To  a 
man  whose  business  it  is  to  preach  righteousness, 
to  help  change  this  world  from  what  it  is  into 
what  it  ought  to  be,  and  who  thoroughly 
believes  that  this  can  be  done  only  when  men 
live  in  loving  obedience  to  Almighty  God,  the 
outstanding  characteristics  of  Mary  E.  Austin 
were  her  exalted  ethical  ideals,  her  profound 
moral  purpose,  and  her  deep  religious  experience. 

By  these  characteristics  her  whole  life  was 
dominated.  By  them,  perhaps  unconsciously 
to  herself  and  to  others,  she  appealed  to  all  that 
was  truest  and  best  in  humanity,  and  was  a 
constant  inspiration  to  us  who  were  privileged 
to  know  her  well.  The  sense  of  personal  loss 
tends,  at  present,  to  overshadow  other  feeling 
when  we  think  of  her  departure.  But  the  faith 
that  was  hers,  and  is  ours,  dispels  all  gloom  and 
fills  life  with  a  divine  radiance.” 
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From  G.  Walter  Williams,  Principal,  New  Bedford 
High  School: 

**Miss  Austin  was  the  type  of  teacher  which 
a  principal  delights  to  have  on  his  faculty.  She 
was  one  of  those  fine  teachers  and  noble  women, 
who  win  the  respect  and  affection  of  her  pupils, 
and  the  full  confidence  of  her  fellow  teachers. 

'^Educational  writers  agree  that  a  successful 
teacher  must  have  these  qualifications;  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  subject  taught,  a  knowledge  of  the 
pupils  taught,  the  ability  to  teach,  and  a  worthy 
character.  Miss  Austin  was  rich  in  all  of  these. 

She  had  studied  her  subject  deeply,  and  had 
traveled  extensively.  She  had  studied  boys  and 
girls,  and  the  principles  of  teaching  and  con¬ 
trolling  them.  She  had  a  kind,  strong,  Christian 
character.  Her  superior  ability  had  won  for  her 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  efficient 
teachers  of  history  in  Massachusetts. 

"When  Miss  Austin  was  compelled  by  illness 
to  resign  the  position  which  she  held  so  long,  I 
felt  a  keen  personal  loss.  For  she  was  so  helpful 
and  loyal.  She  was  always  ready  to  give  assistance 
or  suggestions  regarding  the  efficiency  of  the 
school  or  the  welfare  of  the  pupils.  No  principal 
could  desire  a  more  loyal,  efficient  and  con¬ 
scientious  co-worker. 
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"'More  than  five  thousand  boys  and  girls  have 
been  in  Miss  Austin’s  history  classes.  Who  can 
estimate  the  influence  for  good  in  the  world  that 
so  pure  and  strong  a  personality  as  hers  exerted 
for  almost  forty  years  in  the  New  Bedford  High 
School?  Her  memory  is  an  inspiration  and  a 
blessing  to  teachers  and  pupils. 

"The  teacher  lives  forever.  On  and  on 
Through  all  the  generations  she  shall  preach 
The  beautiful  evangel;  — on  and  on 
Till  our  poor  race  has  passed  the  tortuous  years 
That  lie  fore-reaching  the  millennium, 

And  far  into  that  broad  and  open  sea 
She  shall  sail,  singing  still  the  songs  she  taught 
To  the  world’s  youth,  and  shall  sing  them  o’er 
and  o’er 

To  lapping  waters,  till  the  thousand  leagues 
Are  overpast  —  and  argosy  and  crew 
Ride  at  their  port.” 
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HARLES  BRUCE  was  born  in  Shelburne, 
Nova  Scotia,  June  23,  1862,  and  died  in 
Everett,  Massachusetts,  October  6,  1937. 
He  received  his  education  at  the  Shel¬ 
burne  Academy  and  as  a  boy  came  to  Wilton,  New 
Hampshire,  with  his  mother  soon  after  his  father’s 
death. 

Charles  Bruce  found  employment  in  one  of  the 
local  mills  and  a  few  years  later  secured  a  position  as 
clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in  Townsend,  Massachusetts, 
which  proved  more  to  his  liking,  and  fitted  him  for 
a  still  better  position  with  the  well-known  grocery 
firm,  the  S.  S.  Pierce  Company,  in  Boston. 

For  many  years,  Mr.  Bruce  was  their  traveling 
representative,  and  his  long  association  and  experience 
with  this  organization,  as  well  as  his  popularity  with 
its  customers,  were  of  immense  benefit  to  him,  when, 
in  later  life  he  was  called  upon  to  assume  more 
responsible  business  duties  and  cares. 

Mr.  Bruce  severed  his  connection  with  the  S.  S. 
Pierce  Company  to  become  associated  with  the  real 
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estate  firm,  Edward  T.  Harrington  Company  in 
Boston,  with  whom  he  remained  until  his  death. 
He  eventually  became  one  of  the  best  known  real 
estate  men  in  the  city  and  was  highly  respected 
for  his  fair  and  honorable  dealings.  To  solve  his 
customer’s  individual  problems  to  their  advantage, 
rather  than  for  his  own  personal  gain,  was  a  policy 
which  he  always  followed  and  advocated,  and  thus 
maintained  the  splendid  reputation  of  the  Edward  T. 
Harrington  Company.  Mr.  Bruce  was  treasurer  of 
the  company  and  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1890  Mr.  Bruce  moved  to  Everett  where  he  at 
once  became  actively  interested  in  Republican 
politics  and  served  on  a  number  of  local  committees 
until  1897  when  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  He  was  re-elected  in  1899  and 
served  as  President  of  the  Board  from  1899  to  1900. 
In  1902  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Everett  and  sub¬ 
sequently  held  this  oflfice  for  five  terms.  His  adminis¬ 
trations  were  characterized  by  clean,  efficient  city 
government,  in  which  party  politics  played  a  minor 
part  and  the  affairs  of  the  city  were  conducted  on  a 
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business-like  basis.  For  some  years  Mr.  Bruce  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Everett  Board  of  Assessors, 
and  was  appointed  its  chairman  by  Mayor  Frank  E. 
Lewis  in  193  5.  He  was  serving  in  this  capacity  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  represented  the  Twentieth 
Middlesex  District  in  the  Massachusetts  General 
Court,  and  sponsored  much  progressive  legislation 
of  real  benefit  to  the  community  as  a  whole. 

While  deeply  interested  in  all  departments  of  city 
government,  the  one  closest  to  his  heart  was  perhaps 
the  Everett  School  Board,  on  which  he  served  as  a 
member  and  as  chairman  for  a  period  of  twelve  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first  Stadium 
Commission,  managers  of  the  High  School  Athletic 
Field,  and  attended  its  meetings  regularly,  even  after 
his  retirement  in  1933. 

In  appreciation  of  his  services,  the  Everett  School 
Board,  at  a  meeting  held  November  15,  1937, 
adopted  the  following  resolution: 

''Whereas:  The  Creator  of  all  things  who 
giveth  and  taketh  away  has  in  His  divine  wisdom 
seen  fit  to  take  from  our  midst  Charles  Bruce,  and 
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''Whereas:  Charles  Bruce,  through  nearly 
a  lifetime  of  service  in  our  community  as  a 
friend  of  the  poor,  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Government,  and  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Everett 
for  five  terms,  as  representative  to  the  General 
Court,  and  as  member  of  the  Everett  School 
Committee  for  twelve  years  gave  aid  and  assist¬ 
ance  to  those  with  whom  he  was  brought  in 
contact,  and  gave  unstintingly  of  his  time  and 
energy,  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved:  That  the  School  Committee  of 
the  City  of  Everett  desires  to  offer  its  sincere 
sympathy  to  the  widow  of  Charles  Bruce  and 
requests  that  these  resolutions  be  engrossed  and 
sent  to  his  widow,  and  that  a  copy  be  spread 
upon  our  records.” 

Few  men  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
were  better  known  in  Masonic  circles  than  Charles 
Bruce.  He  was  raised  in  Palestine  Lodge,  January  12, 
1888.  He  passed  through  all  the  chairs,  and  was 
elected  Worshipful  Master  in  1897.  In  1908,  when 
fire  destroyed  the  building  occupied  by  the  Lodge, 
Mr.  Bruce  was  instrumental  in  organizing  and 
incorporating  "The  Palestine  Masonic  Association” 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  Temple.  He  was 
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elected  chairman,  and  was  especially  successful  in 
raising  funds  for  the  present  Temple,  which  was 
erected  in  1910.  He  was  elected  Treasurer  in  1922, 
serving  in  that  capacity  until  193  5  when  he  was 
elected  Secretary.  He  held  this  office  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  the  First  High  Priest  of  Bethsaida 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  when  a  second  Blue  Lodge, 
The  Galilean,  was  formed  in  Everett  in  1922,  it  was 
natural  that  he  should  be  chosen  for  the  position  of 
honor,  and  accordingly  he  was  elected  Worshipful 
Master.  In  commemoration  of  his  noteworthy 
services  to  the  Galilean  Lodge  the  following  resolu¬ 
tion  was  adopted  and  published  in  the  274th 
Communication  of  the  Lodge: 

IN  MEMORIAM 
To  Our  First  Past  Master 
WORSHIPFUL  CHARLES  BRUCE 
Born  June  23,  1862  Raised  in  Palestine  Lodge 

Died  October  6,  1937 

"He  could  look  out  over  the  rivers  and  the 
hills,  and  the  far  horizon,  with  a  profound  sense 
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of  his  own  littleness  in  this  vast  scheme  of  things, 
and  yet  have  faith,  hope,  and  courage,  which  is 
the  root  of  every  virtue. 

"He  achieved  success  and  the  respect  of 
intelligent  men,  because  he  lived  well,  laughed 
often  and  loved  much,  always  looked  for  the 
best  in  others  and  gave  the  best  in  himself. 

"He  knew  how  to  sympathize  with  men  in 
their  sorrows,  yes,  even  in  their  sins,  knowing 
each  man  fights  a  hard  fight  against  many  odds. 

"He  knew  how  to  make  friends,  how  to  keep 
them,  and  above  all,  he  felt  the  thrill  of  an  old 
forgotten  joy  when  he  heard  the  laughter  of  a 
little  child. 

"He  could  be  happy  and  high-minded  amid 
the  meaner  drudgeries  of  life,  and  no  voice  of 
distress  reached  his  ears  in  vain,  and  no  hand 
sought  his  aid  without  response. 

"He  could  see  good  in  every  faith  that  helps 
man  to  lay  hold  of  the  Divine  things  of  life,  and 
saw  Majestic  Meanings,  no  matter  what  the  name 
of  that  Faith  may  be. 

"He  could  look  into  a  wayside  puddle  and  see 
something  beside  mud,  and  he  could  look  into  the 
face  of  the  most  forlorn  fellow  mortal,  and  see 
something  beyond  sin,  because  he  learned  how  to 
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live,  how  to  hope,  and  how  to  pray  —  he  kept 
faith  with  himself,  and  with  his  fellow-men. 

*'In  his  hand  a  sword  for  evil,  in  his  heart  a 
bit  of  song  —  glad  to  live,  but  not  afraid  to  die. 

"That  was  the  life  of  Worshipful  Charles 
Bruce  and  expressed  the  only  real  secret  of 
Masonry  —  one  which  it  is  trying  to  give  to  all 
the  world.” 

The  Everett  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  DeMolay 
was  instituted  October  28,  1927,  and  "Dad”  Bruce 
as  he  was  affectionately  called  by  the  boy  members, 
took  an  active  and  constructive  part  in  its  program. 
Of  all  the  high  honors  which  came  to  him  as  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  the  one  he  valued  most 
was  his  Chairmanship  of  the  Advisory  Council  of  this 
Order.  A  touching  tribute  from  his  fellow-board 
members  at  the  time  of  his  death  is  herewith  quoted: 

"GOD  in  HIS  infinite  wisdom  has  called 
CHARLES  BRUCE  to  his  Celestial  Home  after 
a  lifetime  of  untiring  and  unselfish  service. 

"The  members  of  the  Advisory  Council  of 
Everett  Chapter,  Order  of  DeMolay,  which  he 
served  as  Chairman  from  the  date  of  its  organ- 
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ization,  feel  that  we  have  lost  a  tried  and  true 
friend,  as  well  as  a  champion  of  Youth,  whose 
unique  place  in  our  hearts  and  activities  can 
never  be  filled. 

"His  clean  life,  cheerful  optimism,  smiling 
dignity  and  helping  kindliness  will  remain  forever 
in  our  memories  of  him. 

"His  design  for  living  incorporated  a  kind 
and  gracious  spirit,  an  alert  and  capable  mind 
and  a  passion  for  service  to  his  fellow  men 
which  made  of  him  a  gallant  Christian  gentle¬ 
man. 

"Throughout  his  business  and  political  career 
and  in  Fraternal  and  Charitable  causes  he  was  a 
tireless  and  devoted  worker,  performing  his 
duties  well  and  with  a  quiet  dignity,  sincerity 
and  unswerving  devotion  to  accomplish  the  task 
at  hand. 

"He  was  a  loyal  comrade,  a  good  neighbor  and 
a  patriotic  citizen,  whose  memory  vfill  long  be 
revered  and  cherished  by  all  of  us  who  have  been 
privileged  to  serve  with  him,  and  it  is  our  feeling 
that  we  are  finer  and  better  for  having  known 
and  associated  with  him.” 

The  following  poem,  indicative  of  the  devotion 
which  all  the  boys  had  for  him,  was  composed  by 
Willis  P.  Miller,  a  member  of  this  organization: 
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A  DeMOLAY’S  prayer 

**Dear  God  above,  our  Heavenly  Guide, 
Omnipotent,  Supreme, 

Prepare  a  place  near  by  Thy  side 
For  one  who’s  past  death  stream. 

**He  passes  from  a  world  of  woe 
To  realms  of  Heavenly  grace. 

But  leaves  this  troubled  world  below 
A  greatly  saddened  place. 

"We’ll  miss  his  judgment,  good  and  true 
And  feel  his  absence  here. 

His  life  was  given.  Lord,  to  You 
To  make  Thy  will  more  clear. 

"These  sad  young  men  he  leaves  on  earth 
Can  testify  to  Thee 
That  our  Dad  surely  proved  his  worth 
In  serving  Deity. 

"Pray  grant  our  request.  Dear  Lord, 

In  this,  our  time  of  need. 

Oh,  in  Thy  mercy.  One  Adored, 

To  us  some  new  friend  lead. 

"Some  worthy  son  of  God  prepare. 

And  let  Dad’s  Mantle  fall 
Upon  some  friend  whose  spirit  rare 
Will  always  heed  Thy  call.” 


BRUCE 


Mr.  Bruce  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Everett  Square  and  Compass  Club  in  1929,  and  in 
1933  he  was  elected  its  first  and  only  honorary 
member.  The  "Everett  Club  Monthly  Bulletin”  said 
of  him,  "He  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  men  in 
Fraternal,  Civic  and  Public  life  in  Everett  during  the 
past  generation.”  Mr.  Bruce  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  American  Workmen. 

Charles  Bruce  married,  June  28,  1924,  Linnie 
Moulton,  daughter  of  Larkin  Bean  and  Eveline 
Drew  (Jellison)  Moulton  of  Rochester,  New 
Hampshire. 


tArms:  Argent  an  eagle  displayed  with  two  heads  sable. 


Qrest:  An  eagle’s  head  couped  between  two  wings  sable 

holding  in  the  beak  a  rose  gules  stalked  and 
leaved  vert. 


(Arms  in  possession  of  the  family) 
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EVANS 


^^^N;^ANIEL  EVANS,  immigrant  ancestor  of 
JF  Iviv  I  hereinafter  under  consideration, 

J  was  born  in  Wales  in  1713,  and  died  in 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was 
buried  January  16,  1776.  He  came  to  this  country 
with  his  brothers,  John  and  Andrew,  about  1745. 
John  soon  returned  to  Wales  and  Andrew  settled 
in  Berwick,  Maine. 

Daniel  Evans  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Allenstown, 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  is  listed  as  one  of  the 
first  proprietors,  and  became  an  influential  leader 
in  civic  affairs.  His  home  stood  "on  the  other  side 
of  the  brook  from  the  road,  by  the  Catamount,  and 
somewhere  along  opposite  the  old  Meeting  House,” 
and  according  to  the  land  records  he  was  one  of  the 
largest  property  owners  in  the  community.  An  old 
deed  "made  and  concluded  upon  this  twenty  first 
day  of  August  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  her  majesty’s 
reign,  A.D.,  1773”  shows  that  Daniel  Evans  owned 
three-fourths  of  the  land  "where  a  Saw  Mill  was 
erected  last  winter,”  and  that  he  had  a  one-fourth 
interest  in  the  mill. 


EVANS 


He  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  Wars  under 
General  Stark  and  his  record  is  on  file  in  the  New 
Hampshire  State  papers.  These  papers  also  state  that 
he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Third  Provincial  Congress 
from  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  April  25, 
1775. 

On  April  29,  1775,  Daniel  Evans  enlisted  at 
Haverhill  for  service  in  the  Revolution.  He  fought 
in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  where  he  was  seriously 
wounded  and  disabled  from  further  service.  Having 
recovered  from  his  wounds  he  started  for  home  and 
reached  Andover  where  he  was  met  by  his  son, 
George.  He  suffered  a  relapse  and  died  in  Andover, 
where  he  was  buried  January  16,  1776. 

Daniel  Evans  married,  June  11,  1754,  Eleanor 
Bamford  of  Barrington,  New  Hampshire. 

(New  Hampshire  State  Papers, 
Massachusetts  Revolutionary 
War  Record,  Family  Data.) 

George  Evans,  son  of  Daniel  and  Eleanor 
(Bamford)  Evans,  was  born  May  31,  175  5,  in 
Allenstown,  where  he  died  November  23,  1804.  He 
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is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  white  children 
born  in  Allenstown. 

He  apparently  inherited  his  father’s  property  and 
according  to  New  Hampshire  State  papers,  served 
during  the  Revolution  as  a  private  in  Captain 
Samuel  McConnell’s  Company,  General  Stark’s 
Brigade,  in  the  Regiment  of  New  Hampshire  Militia, 
under  Colonel  Thomas  Stickney,  which  marched 
from  Pembroke  in  July,  1777,  and  joined  the 
Northern  Continental  Army  at  Bennington  and 
Stillwater. 

After  the  war  George  Evans  returned  to  Allens¬ 
town  where  he  became  active  in  public  and  civic 
life.  He  held  numerous  offices,  served  as  selectman 
in  1781  and  was  appointed  magistrate  in  1790.  He 
was  elected  Representative  to  the  General  Court  in 
1804  and  was  serving  in  that  capacity  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Members  of  the  New  Hampshire  State 
Legislature  attended  his  funeral  in  a  body. 

George  Evans  married,  about  1778,  Lois  Williams, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ann  (Bamford)  Williams, 
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of  Barrington.  She  was  born  in  1757,  and  died 
October  4,  1847. 

(Ibid.) 

Robert  Evans,  son  of  George  and  Lois 
(Williams)  Evans,  was  born  January  20,  1793,  in 
Allenstown,  where  he  died  July  3,  1874.  He  in¬ 
herited  a  large  farm  in  Allenstown  from  his  father 
and  was  one  of  the  most  respected  and  prosperous 
farmers  in  the  section. 

He  saw  service  in  the  War  of  1812  as  a  private  in 
Captain  Bradley’s  Company,  New  Hampshire 
Militia. 

Robert  Evans  married,  about  1818,  Sarah  Rand 
Goss,  daughter  of  Jethro  and  Mary  (Wells)  Goss.  She 
was  born  March  11,  1797,  in  Rye,  and  died  in  Allens¬ 
town,  July  20,  1882. 

(Ibid.) 

Honorable  Alonzo  Hathaway  Evans,  son  of 
Robert  and  Sarah  Rand  (Goss)  Evans,  was  born  in 
Allenstown,  New  Hampshire,  February  24,  1820, 
and  died  in  Everett,  Massachusetts,  May  27^  1907. 
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He  attended  public  school  in  his  native  town  and 
private  school  in  Boston,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
found  employment  in  a  factory  in  Lowell.  In  1836 
he  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  grocery 
store  owned  by  George  F.  Brown  on  Blackstone  Street 
in  Boston,  and  in  1838  became  a  partner  in  the 
concern.  The  firm  Evans  &  Brown  continued  until 
18  50,  when  Mr.  Evans  withdrew  and  engaged  in 
business  for  himself  as  an  exchange  and  specie  broker. 
He  was  eminently  successful  from  the  very  beginning 
and  soon  established  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
sound  and  conservative  financier,  eventually  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  the  best-known  bankers  of  his  day. 

Mr.  Evans  took  up  his  residence  in  South  Malden 
in  1849,  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  energetic  effort 
that  the  present  city  of  Everett  was  incorporated. 

In  18  53  Mr.  Evans  succeeded  in  interesting  a 
number  of  prominent  Boston  business  men  in 
organizing  a  savings  bank  and  a  petition  for  a 
charter  for  The  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 
was  presented  to  the  Legislature.  This  was  granted 
and  the  bank  was  organized  on  April  7,  18  54,  with 
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Mr.  Evans  as  treasurer  and  Mr.  Paul  Adams  as 
president.  Upon  Mr.  Adams’  resignation  in  1874, 
Mr.  Evans  became  president  and  for  the  next  thirty- 
three  years  devoted  all  his  energy  and  ability  to  the 
interests  of  the  Bank.  He  saw  it  develop  from  a 
small  beginning  into  one  of  the  most  powerful 
financial  institutions  in  the  Commonwealth  and  at 
the  time  of  his  resignation,  on  April  3,  1907,  then 
eighty-seven  years  old,  he  had  the  distinction  of 
being  the  oldest  bank  president  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Evans  took  an  active  interest  in  civic  and 
public  matters  in  Everett,  which  he  served  as  its 
first  Mayor  and  where  he  was  universally  recognized 
as  the  first  citizen.  He  held  numerous  town  offices 
from  time  to  time,  and  served  as  a  member  on  various 
boards  and  committees.  He  represented  Everett  in 
the  House  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1874,  and  in 
the  Senate  in  1889  and  1890. 

During  his  long  residence  in  Everett  he  was 
prominently  identified  with  every  move  for  the 
public  welfare  and  no  worthy  cause  ever  failed  to 
enlist  his  interest  and  sympathy.  He  gave  freely 
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of  his  time,  wise  counsel  and  means  to  charitable 
institutions  and  his  passing  was  deeply  regretted  in 
the  entire  community,  where  his  constructive  in¬ 
fluence  had  been  felt  for  more  than  half  a  century. 

At  a  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  The 
Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  held  October  8, 
1907,  the  following  resolutions  were  presented  by 
Arthur  B.  Chapin  and  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote 
adopted: 

"The  Trustees  of  The  Boston  Five  Cents 
Savings  Bank,  put  upon  their  records  this 
appreciation  of  their  late  President,  Alonzo  H. 
Evans.  His  services  to  it  are  an  unbroken  record 
of  fidelity  to  its  interests,  of  prudence  in  its 
investments  and  sagacity  in  its, management.  An 
officer  in  it  from  its  start,  twenty  years  as 
Treasurer  and  thirty- three  years  as  President,  it 
has  become  under  his  administration  the  second 
largest  institution  of  its  kind  in  Massachusetts 
and  a  model  for  every  other.  He  has  therefore 
been  a  benefactor  not  only  to  its  immediate 
depositors  but,  by  massing  under  its  care,  their 
savings,  individually  small  but  in  the  aggregate 
amounting  to  more  than  thirty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  has  made  it  one  of  the  safeguards  of  the 
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social  and  political  stability  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  which  he  also  served  in  many  other 
distinguished  but  no  more  important  official 
relations. 

*'No  public  bequest  by  a  millionaire  testator, 
no  occasional  public  benefaction,  however 
generous,  from  the  pocket  of  great  riches  is 
to  be  compared  with  this  lifelong  contribution 
which  he  made  to  the  welfare  of  the  great  body 
of  earnings-savers  and  to  the  security  of  the 
State  by  his  identification  with  it  of  their 
interests. 

Voted:  That  the  Resolutions  be  spread  upon 
the  records  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased.” 

Alonzo  Hathaway  Evans  married,  September  22, 
1844,  Sarah  Roby  Hawkes,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Rachel  (Allen)  Hawkes  of  Saugus,  Massachusetts. 
She  was  born  in  Saugus,  July  14,  1820,  and  died  in 
Everett,  January  29,  1871. 

(Ibid.) 

WiLMOT  Roby  Evans,  son  of  Alonzo  Hathaway 
and  Sarah  Roby  (Hawkes)  Evans,  was  born  in 
Everett,  May  31,  18  52,  and  died  in  Boston,  March 
24,  1926. 
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He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Everett 
and  graduated  from  the  Malden  High  School,  after 
which  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  National 
Bank  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  remained  several 
years  with  this  institution  and  learned  banking  in  all 
its  branches.  His  next  position  was  with  the 
Winthrop  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  later 
elected  president.  In  1907  he  succeeded  his  father 
as  president  of  The  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 
and  occupied  this  important  position  until  the  time 
of  his  death. 

Mr.  Evans’  banking  experience,  as  well  as  his 
keen  mind  and  executive  ability,  made  him  an 
excellent  choice  for  assuming  the  great  responsi¬ 
bilities  relinquished  by  his  father.  The  following, 
quoted  from  ^^JJnited  States  Invest  or, is  indicative 
of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held: 

*The  bank  made  no  experiment  in  taking 
this  action.  The  second  Mr.  Evans  had  not  only 
earned  general  recognition  as  a  skillful  banker, 
by  his  service  as  president  of  one  of  the  national 
banks,  but  he  had  shown  large  ability  in  many 
outside  financial  transactions,  and  by  the  large 
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part  he  had  had  in  the  conduct  of  several 
mercantile  enterprises.” 

For  more  than  two  decades  Mr.  Evans  guided  the 
policies  of  The  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
during  times  when  the  resourcefulness  and  judgment 
of  executives  were  tested  to  the  utmost  and  always 
his  decisions,  backed  by  the  application  of  correct 
banking  principles,  proved  wise  and  sound.  In  a  city 
of  able  bankers  Mr.  Evans  commanded  the  respect 
of  leaders  in  business  and  finance,  and  ranked  as  one 
of  the  outstanding  bank  presidents  of  his  day. 

Mr.  Evans  was  a  director  of  The  First  National 
Bank  of  Boston,  the  First  National  Bank  of  Malden, 
and  the  Blue  Hill  National  Bank  of  Milton.  He  also 
occupied  an  important  position  in  industry  and 
served  as  president  and  director  of  A.  J.  Tower 
Company;  president  and  director  of  the  York  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company;  vice-president  of  the  New 
York  Insulated  Wire  Company;  director  of  the  Saco- 
Lowell  Shops;  director  of  Scott  and  Williams,  Inc.; 
director  of  Tower-Canadian,  Ltd.  and  director  of 
Wyman-Gordon  Company. 
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Though  his  banking  and  business  interests 
demanded  most  of  his  attention,  Mr.  Evans  found 
time  to  discharge  his  civic  obligations  and  served 
many  years  as  a  member  of  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board.  He  was  also  treasurer  and  trustee  of 
the  Fund  for  Defenders  of  the  Public  Safety,  and  a 
trustee  of  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  Association.  To 
these  organizations  he  devoted  the  same  energy  and 
attention  of  detail  that  had  made  him  a  notable 
financier  and  outstanding  business  executive.  His 
helpful  counsel  was  always  freely  given  and  his 
personal  interest  in  the  problems  of  depositors  and 
thousands  of  others  who  sought  his  advice  endeared 
him  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Concern¬ 
ing  this  phase  of  his  life,  the  article  in  the  United 
States  Investor^^  referred  to,  said: 

**Mr.  Wilmot  Evans  combined  with  unusual 
business  acumen  one  of  the  most  lovable 
natures.  A  host  of  men  and  women  who  have 
been  helped  by  him  in  times  of  distress,  will 
never  forget  the  unobtrusive  helpfulness  and  the 
kindly  heart  of  the  man.  When  Mr.  Evans  died 
a  few  days  ago,  it  is  probable  that  his  death 
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caused  more  general  sorrow  among  people  out¬ 
side  of  banking  circles,  than  his  banking  friends 
will  ever  know.” 

Mr.  Evans  did  not  live  to  see  the  completion  of 
the  new  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  building, 
plans  for  which  were  made  during  his  administration. 
It  stands,  however,  as  a  monument  to  the  name  of 
Evans,  which  for  three  successive  generations  played 
such  an  important  part  in  the  bank’s  history. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees,  held  April  6,  1926, 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

*'On  March  24,  1926,  The  Boston  Five  Cents 
Savings  Bank  suffered  a  grievous  loss  by  the 
death  of  its  beloved  President,  Wilmot  R.  Evans. 

For  over  a  half  century  active  in  its  welfare, 
for  nearly  twenty  years  its  President  and  always 
a  powerful  factor  in  its  success,  he  combined 
broad  vision  and  attractive  personality  with  un¬ 
usual  ability.  The  Institution  stands  today  a 
monument  to  his  memory.  We  shall  all  miss  his 
genial  kindliness  and  his  guiding  hand.  In  appre¬ 
ciation  of  his  powerful  worth  and  his  services  to 
this  Institution,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our 
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appreciation  of  his  great  services,  our  deep  feel¬ 
ing  of  his  personal  loss  and  our  sincere  sympathy 
for  his  family  in  their  bereavement. 

''Resolved  Further,  That  as  a  token  of  our 
love  and  esteem  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  records  and  sent  to  his  family.” 

Wilmot  Roby  Evans  married,  September  1,  1875, 
Florence  Carlton  Fowler,  daughter  of  Captain 
William  C.  and  Mary  A.  (Phaling)  Fowler.  She 
was  born  in  Boston,  April  4,  18  53,  and  died  in 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  November  9,  1920. 

Children: 

(1)  Wilmot  Roby,  Jr.,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Florence  Fowler,  born  December  13,  1881; 
married  (first),  June  12,  1902,  Rufus  Wells 
Dibble.  Married  (second),  June  4,  1940,  Rev. 
George  Aldrich  Bushee. 

WiLMOT  Roby  Evans,  Jr.,  son  of  Wilmot  Roby 
and  Florence  Carlton  (Fowler)  Evans,  was  born  in 
Everett,  March  18,  1878,  and  died  in  Boston,  July 
29,  1934.  Of  the  third  generation  to  guide  the 
destinies  of  The  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  the 
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greatest  praise  that  can  be  bestowed  upon  him  is  that 
he  fully  measured  up  to  the  standards  set  by  his 
honored  father  and  grandfather. 

Mr.  Evans  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Everett  and  graduated  from 
Harvard  University  in  1900,  and  from  the  Boston 
University  Law  School  in  1903.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  the  same  year  and  immediately  com¬ 
menced  to  practice  in  Boston,  where  his  ability  as 
a  lawyer  soon  won  recognition. 

He  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  which 
early  in  his  career  led  to  political  office.  He  was 
elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1905  and 
1906  and  to  the  State  Senate  in  1909,  serving  until 
1911.  He  served  with  distinction  in  both  branches 
of  the  State  Legislature,  where  his  fine  legal  training 
and  keen  mind  qualified  him  for  membership  on 
important  committees.  In  1924  Mr.  Evans  was 
appointed  United  States  Commissioner  for  the 
district  of  Massachusetts  for  a  four  year  term  and 
was  reappointed  in  1928  and  1932.  He  was  serving 
his  third  term  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
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Although  he  conducted  a  large  private  law 
practice  and  held  public  and  government  offices,  he 
nevertheless  found  time  to  study  and  familiarize 
himself  with  banking  and  was,  therefore,  the 
natural  choice  to  succeed  to  the  presidency  of  The 
Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  when  his  father 
died  in  1926.  That  this  responsibility  did  not  come 
to  him  as  a  family  heirloom  is  evident  from  the 
following,  which  is  quoted  from  the  United  States 
Invest of  April  17,  1926: 

**He  was  made  to  win  his  own  spurs  in  active 
practice  without  any  undue  assistance  from  his 
father  or  from  the  interests  with  which  his  father 
was  connected.  He  earned  the  right  to  rank  as 
an  attorney,  well  grounded  in  the  law’s  great 
principles.  Then  it  was  that  he  began  to  become 
an  active  factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and 
for  the  last  ten  years  he  has  been  fitting  himself, 
by  daily  contact  with  the  bank’s  affairs,  to  be¬ 
come  the  principal  executive  when  the  appro¬ 
priate  time  should  come. 

'Those  of  us  who  knew  and  loved  the  president 
of  The  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  who 
died  a  few  days  since,  have  been  touched  by  the 
election  of  his  son  as  his  successor.  Not  only  does 
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this  mean  that  a  desire  close  to  the  heart  of  the 
father  has  been  carried  out,  but  it  also  means 
that  the  executive  leadership  of  this  splendid 
bank  remains  for  the  third  generation  in  the 
same  family,  which  has  been  its  guiding  influence 
from  the  very  beginning. 

**The  election  now,  of  a  second  Wilmot  R. 
Evans,  means  that  the  bank,  which  grew  mightily 
in  resources  and  influence  under  his  father, 
will  continue  to  be  one  of  the  great  savings 
banks  of  the  country.  The  training  Mr.  Evans 
has  received  has  been  thorough  and  intensive. 
Neither  the  grandfather  nor  the  father  was  the 
sort  of  man  who  would  prefer  a  son  for  his 
successor,  unless  that  son  had  been  put  through 
the  most  exacting  of  preparation. 

**The  sadness  that  all  of  us  feel  at  the  death 
of  the  kindly  and  capable  father,  finds  some 
comfort  in  the  thought  that  not  only  is  the 
father’s  desire  as  to  his  successor  fulfilled,  but 
that  the  son’s  leadership  of  the  institution  is 
certain  to  be  worthy  of  the  family  name.” 

Mr.  Evans  was  essentially  a  leader.  It  is  a  matter  of 
record  that  it  was  due  to  his  cool  and  deliberate  judg¬ 
ment  that  The  Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  dealt 
so  successfully  with  the  spectacular  run  in  December^ 
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1931,  and  that  during  the  next  five  months  deposits 
increased  by  nearly  $7,000,000.  Appreciation  of  his 
services  during  this  crisis  and  throughout  his  admin¬ 
istration  as  president  of  the  bank  is  fully  expressed 
in  the  following  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  trustees 
at  a  meeting  held  August  15,  1934: 

*'Wilmot  R.  Evans,  President  of  The  Boston 
Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  since  April  6,  1926, 
died  on  July  29,  1934.  His  death  ended  the 
continuous  services  of  three  generations  of  one 
family  in  the  active  administration  of  this  Bank, 
a  period  of  almost  exactly  eighty  years.  This 
bank,  the  largest  mutual  savings  bank  in  New 
England,  and  one  of  the  soundest  in  the  entire 
country,  is  and  should  ever  remain  a  monument 
to  the  prudent  care  and  financial  foresight  of 
the  Evans  family,  father,  son  and  grandson. 

"At  this  first  meeting  of  the  Incorporators 
and  Trustees  since  his  death,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  late 
President,  Wilmot  R.  Evans,  each  and  every 
member  of  the  government  of  this  Bank  feels 
a  distinct  personal  sorrow.  And  that  the  Bank 
has  suffered  the  loss  of  a  capable  and  devoted 
leader  and  administrator. 
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"Educated  and  trained  academically  and 
legally  in  the  best  school  of  his  time  for  a  career 
in  the  profession  of  law,  with  a  background  and 
culture  of  a  great  family  tradition  in  the  science 
of  banking,  followed  by  a  long  and  carefully 
graded  participation  in  the  administration  of 
both  commercial  and  mutual  savings  banks,  Mr. 
Evans  came  to  the  presidency  of  this  bank  with 
an  unexcelled  equipment.  In  the  comparatively 
short  period  of  his  presidency  he  developed 
rapidly  and  from  the  very  beginning  was  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  outstanding  leader  and  authority  on 
all  matters  pertaining  to  savings  banks. 

"Mr.  Evans  was  a  cultured  gentleman  of 
broad  and  varied  interests,  a  beloved  associate 
and  sympathetic  friend,  with  a  diffidence  that 
concealed  high  courage  and  an  abiding  faith  in 
his  fellow  men  and  in  his  country’s  institutions. 

"All  New  England  was  heartened  and  reassured 
by  his  masterly  and  courageous  conduct  during 
a  particularly  anxious  period  in  December,  1931. 
Almost  single-handedly  he  restored  the  failing 
confidence  of  thousands  of  depositors  in  this  and 
other  banks. 

"The  heavy  duty  of  the  presidency  of  this 
Bank  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Evans  from  giving 
of  his  time  to  various  community  interests  of 
the  first  order.  Nor  did  his  busy  life  restrain 
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him  from  participating  in  the  government  of  his 
Commonwealth  as  a  Senator  and  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Nation  as  United  States  Commis¬ 
sioner. 

”His  life  touched  and  enriched  the  whole 
community.  He  was  an  exemplary  American 
citizen. 

**Be  it  further 

**Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  made  a 
part  of  the  records  of  the  Incorporators  and  of 
the  Trustees  of  this  Bank  and  that  a  copy, 
fittingly  engrossed,  be  sent  his  widow  and 
sister.” 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Evans  was  president 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bankers’  Association.  He  was 
director  of  the  Old  Colony  Trust  Company  of 
Boston,  the  Blue  Hill  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of 
Milton,  and  the  Everett  National  Bank.  He  was 
also  president  of  the  Lawyers’  Mortgage  Investment 
Corporation,  director  of  the  Saco-Lowell  Shops, 
director  of  the  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company  of 
Abington  and  Rockland,  director  of  Scott  and 
Williams,  Inc.,  and  a  member  of  the  local  advisory 
committee  of  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corpora¬ 
tion. 
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Civic  projects  and  public  welfare  institutions 
received  his  gratuitous  services.  He  was  a  trustee  of 
the  New  England  Deaconess  Hospital,  and  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  the  Boston  Home  for  Incurables. 

Mr.  Evans  was  a  member  of  the  American  Bar 
Association  and  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Algonquin 
Club,  the  University  Club,  the  Boston  City  Club, 
the  Exchange  Club,  the  Boston  Art  Society,  the 
Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants  and  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

Wilmot  Roby  Evans,  Jr.,  married,  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  December  18,  1901,  Susan 

Macpherson  Kramer,  born  October  28,  1880, 

daughter  of  Bertram  F.  and  Harriette  C.  (McCants) 
Kramer.  No  children. 

(Ibid.) 
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GREENWOOD 


^j^HOMAS  GREENWOOD,  immigrant 

\n  ^ 

ancestor  and  son  of  Thomas  Greenwood, 
y  was  born  in  Heptonstall,  England,  where 
he  was  baptized  June  4,  1643.  He  died 
in  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  September  1,  1693. 
He  had  learned  the  weavers  trade  in  England  and 


at  the  age  of  twenty-two  left  his  home  for  America. 
He  landed  in  Boston  in  1665  but  soon  moved  to 
Weymouth  and  later  to  Cambridge  Village. 


He  was  the  first  town  clerk  of  Cambridge,  a 
position  he  held  many  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  May  8, 
1678,  asking  that  the  village  be  set  off  from 
Cambridge  and  incorporated  as  a  new  town.  Because 
of  active  opposition  the  petition  was  not  granted 
until  ten  years  later. 


Thomas  Greenwood  was  made  a  freeman  February 
2,  1681,  and  a  member  of  the  church  in  1686.  He 
also  served  as  constable  and  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

When  "New  Town”  was  incorporated,  December 
8,  1688,  Thomas  Greenwood  was  appointed  select- 
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man,  and  later  tax  commissioner.  He  became  a  large 
landowner,  the  site  on  which  he  built  his  home 
originally  extended  from  Beacon  to  Hammond 
Streets  and  is  now  one  of  the  finest  residential 
sections  of  Newton.  The  Boston  (Sudbury  River) 
acqueduct  passes  through  the  estate. 

Thomas  Greenwood  was  a  wealthy  man  for  his 
time,  and  the  inventory  of  his  estate  amounted  to 
481  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  six  pence.  The 
headstone  on  his  grave  is  still  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation  in  the  old  cemetery  on  Center  Street 
in  Newton. 

He  married  (first),  June  8,  1670,  Hannah  Ward, 
daughter  of  John  Ward,  pioneer  settler  of  Newton, 
She  died  in  1686-87  and  he  married  (second),  in 
1687,  Abigail  Spring  of  Newton. 

(^Greenwood  Genealogy, 

11 54-19 IV  Frederick 
Greenwood,  1914) 

Deacon  W^illiam  Greenwood,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Abigail  (Spring)  Greenwood,  was  born  in 
Newton,  October  14,  1689,  and  died  in  Sherborn, 
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Massachusetts,  in  1756.  He  was  a  prosperous  farmer, 
residing  in  Sherborn,  where  he  was  deacon  of  the 
church  for  many  years.  He  served  as  town  clerk  for 
twenty-four  years,  as  selectman  for  six  years  and  was 
elected  tythingman  in  1717.  He  was  also  representa¬ 
tive  to  the  General  Court  from  Sherborn  in  1747. 

He  married,  June  21,  1715,  Abigail  Woodward, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Bancroft)  Woodward 
of  Newton.  She  was  born  May  25,  1695,  and  died 
September  9,  1775. 

(Ibid.) 

Jonas  Greenwood,  son  of  Deacon  William  and 
Abigail  (Woodward)  Greenwood,  was  born  April 
25,  1727,  in  Sherborn,  where  he  died  May  28,  1802. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  large  landowner  in  Sherborn. 
In  1779  he  sold  part  of  his  land  to  Joseph  Greenwood 
of  Dublin,  New  Hampshire. 

He  married,  about  1754,  Sarah  Stratton,  daughter 
of  Jabez  and  Tabitha  (Coolidge)  Stratton.  She  was 
born  November  29,  1734.  The  date  of  her  death 
is  not  recorded. 


(Ibid.) 
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Jonathan  Greenwood,  son  of  Jonas  and  Sarah 
(Stratton)  Greenwood,  was  born  in  Sherborn, 
November  12,  175  5,  and  died  in  Gardner,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  December  30,  1821.  He  came  to  Gardner 
in  1785,  the  year  in  which  the  town  was  incorporated. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  also  kept  a  tavern.  His  home¬ 
stead,  built  in  1800,  was  still  occupied  by  his 
descendants  in  1914.  He  also  owned  a  sawmill  and 
as  most  of  the  early  settlers  of  Gardner,  supple¬ 
mented  his  income  by  making  tubs,  barrels  and  pails 
by  hand,  the  beginning  of  the  present  extensive 
woodworking  industry  in  Gardner. 

Jonathan  Greenwood  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  At  the  Lexington  Alarm  he  marched  to 
Cambridge  as  a  private  in  Captain  Henry  Leland’s 
Company,  Colonel  John  Bullard’s  Regiment  on 
April  19,  1775.  He  was  a  corporal  in  Captain  Joshua 
Leland’s  Company,  Colonel  Abner  Perry’s  Regiment, 
and  saw  service  in  Rhode  Island  from  July  28  to 
August  8,  1780. 

He  married.  May  4,  1780,  Sybil  Holbrook, 
daughter  of  James  and  Sybil  (Clark)  Holbrook  of 
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Sherborn.  She  was  born  May  21,  1760,  and  died 
September  7,  1842. 

(Ibid.) 

Jonathan  Greenwood,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Sybil  (Holbrook)  Greenwood,  was  born  in  Gardner, 
April  18,  1786,  and  died  in  East  Templeton,  October 
24,  1846.  He  spent  his  youth  on  his  father’s  farm 
in  Gardner  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  moved  to 
East  Templeton  where  on  March  16,  1812,  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  Tucker  Tavern  on  the  then  recently 
completed  fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  from 
Boston  to  Albany.  While  conducting  the  tavern, 
which  soon  became  one  of  the  best-known  land¬ 
marks  on  the  turnpike,  he  also  farmed  his  extensive 
acreage  and  at  the  same  time  carried  on  a  woodwork¬ 
ing  industry,  manufacturing  barrels,  tubs  and  pails 
by  hand  as  his  father  before  him  had  done  in 
Gardner.  This  enterprise  grew  to  such  proportions 
that  he  decided  to  concentrate  all  his  energy  and 
effort  in  this  field  and  in  1820  he  sold  the  tavern 
to  his  brother-in-law,  William  Whitney,  and  erected 
a  cooper  shop  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Mechanic 
Streets.  Soon  he  was  able  to  employ  several  work- 
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men  and  he  gradually  built  up  a  large  and  profitable 
business.  Most  of  the  product  turned  out  in  this 
pioneer  Greenwood  shop  in  East  Templeton  was  in 
the  beginning  sent  to  Boston  by  teams,  but  as  demand 
increased  and  transportation  facilities  improved  it 
was  shipped  to  various  other  points  in  New  England. 

Jonathan  Greenwood  married,  May  30,  1807, 
Phebe  Temple,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Rebecca 
(Howe)  Temple.  She  was  born  April  8,  1789,  and 
died  December  2  5,  18  56. 

(Ibid.) 

Thomas  Temple  Greenwood,  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Phebe  (Temple)  Greenwood,  was  born  March 
2  5,  1817,  in  East  Templeton,  where  he  died  July 
10,  188  5.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  chair  seat-frame 
manufacturers  of  the  section  and  began  his  business 
career  in  East  Templeton  in  1841.  Beginning  in  a 
small  way,  his  business  gradually  expanded,  proving 
highly  successful  and  in  1849  in  partnership  with 
Mr.  F.  L.  Sargent,  he  erected  a  new  shop,  continuing 
to  make  chair-seat  frames  and  adding  a  line  of  tubs, 
pails,  churns  and  other  practical  wooden  articles. 
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In  1860  the  partners  started  to  manufacture  pine 
and  chestnut  furniture  and  when  Mr.  Sargent 
retired  in  1863  Mr.  Greenwood  bought  his  interest 
and  continued  the  business  alone,  making  extensive 
alterations  and  installing  steam  and  water  power. 
He  is  credited  with  being  the  first  to  utilize  the  pith 
of  ratan,  which  had  previously  been  considered  use¬ 
less,  for  making  baskets  and  other  articles.  Every¬ 
thing  that  he  attempted  prospered,  including  the 
retail  store  which  he  and  his  son  established  in  West 
Gardner  in  1882. 

Thomas  Temple  Greenwood  was  one  of  the  most 
public-spirited  citizens  of  his  time.  He  was  keenly 
interested  in  all  civic  improvements  such  as  the 
village  library,  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  initiative 
that  a  High  School  was  built  in  18  56.  He  was  a 
prime  mover  in  collecting  funds  for  the  building  of 
the  Public  Hall  in  East  Templeton  and  instrumental 
in  securing  a  post  office  for  the  village  in  1866.  As 
a  pioneer  in  the  good  roads  movement,  he  had  the 
preliminary  survey  for  a  new  road  to  West  Gardner 
made  at  his  own  expense  and  through  his  influence 
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the  Ware  River  Railroad  was  brought  to  East 
Templeton,  a  boon  to  the  industries  and  general 
prosperity  of  the  town. 

Thomas  Temple  Greenwood  married  (first), 
March  1,  1838,  Louisa  French,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Polly  (Pierce)  French  of  Dummerston, 
Vermont.  She  was  born  January  24,  1818,  and  died 
in  East  Templeton,  May  28,  1866.  He  married 
(second),  June  10,  1869,  Mrs.  Angelina  (Partridge) 
Sawyer,  daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Anna  (Morey) 
Partridge  and  widow  of  Joshua  Sawyer.  She  was 
born  May  7,  1819,  and  died  November  24,  1869. 
He  married  (third),  December  15,  1875,  Eliza  Ann 
Andrews,  daughter  of  Jason  and  Betsey  (Guild) 
Andrews.  She  was  born  July  28,  1828,  and  died 
December  25,  1881. 

(Ibid.  —  Family  data.) 

Louis  Augustus  Greenwood,  son  of  Thomas 
Temple  and  Louisa  (French)  Greenwood,  was  born 
in  East  Templeton,  December  23,  18  52,  and  died 
in  Gardner,  Massachusetts,  December  7,  1940.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
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graduated  from  Templeton  High  School.  He  then 
took  a  course  at  the  Boston  Normal  Art  School  from 
which  he  graduated  and  in  1875  was  immediately 
engaged  as  art  instructor  by  schools  in  East  Temple¬ 
ton  and  neighboring  towns.  He  taught  in  Orange, 
Massachusetts,  from  1875  to  1880,  and  there  as  else¬ 
where,  became  known  as  an  able  instructor.  In 
1882  he  gave  up  his  art  work  to  enter  business  and 
in  that  year  opened  a  retail  furniture  store  in  West 
Gardner.  Mr.  Greenwood  never  regretted  this 
decision,  but  throughout  his  life  he  continued  to  take 
a  warm  interest  in  art  and  its  kindred  subjects,  and 
kept  himself  well  informed  on  the  modern  trend  in 
painting  and  designing. 

The  retail  store,  of  which  he  was  manager,  was 
known  as  T.  T.  Greenwood  and  Son,  and  handled  at 
first  the  product  of  the  factory  established  by  hit 
father,  later  adding  other  lines  of  furniture. 
Possessing  the  unusual  combination  of  artistic  ability 
and  keen  business  sense,  Mr.  Greenwood  was 
especially  well  qualified  for  his  duties  and  the  West 
Gardner  store  became  one  of  the  leading  concerns  of 
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its  kind  in  the  State.  His  father’s  death  in  188  5  left 
him  in  complete  charge  of  the  retail  branch  and 
also  gave  him  an  interest  in  the  factory  which  his 
brothers,  Frederick  and  Herbert  Greenwood, 
managed. 

As  the  T.  T.  Greenwood  and  Son  Company 
expanded,  Mr.  Greenwood  became  prominent  in 
financial  circles.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  and 
a  member  of  the  original  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Gardner  Cooperative  Bank,  organized  in  1889,  and 
in  1898  he  was  elected  president.  He  continued  to 
hold  this  office  until  the  time  of  his  death.  His  long 
business  experience  and  sound  financial  judgment 
were  valuable  assets,  contributing  in  no  small  degree 
to  making  the  institution  one  of  the  most  secure 
and  prosperous  in  the  city.  He  took  great  pride  in 
its  growth,  and  its  interests  always  came  first  with 
him,  even  at  times  when  his  own  business  cares  were 
pressing. 

Mr.  Greenwood  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Gardner  Business  Men’s  Association,  and  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  sue- 
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ceeded  it.  He  seldom  missed  a  meeting  and  could  be 
counted  on  to  support  any  measure  for  civic  better¬ 
ment.  Indeed  many  such  measures  originated  with 
him,  for  he  was  ever  alert  on  behalf  of  Gardner  and 
its  interests.  He  was  one  of  a  group  of  business  men, 
who  in  1926  organized  a  company  to  build  the 
Gardner  Theatre,  the  first  in  the  city,  and  he  assisted 
in  its  management  for  many  years. 

He  was  well-known  as  a  Mason  and  Odd  Fellow 
and  identified  with  both  orders  over  a  long  period 
of  years.  He  held  membership  in  Hope  Lodge,  A.  F. 
and  A.  M.,  Gardner  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Ivanhoe 
Commandery,  William  Ellison  Lodge,  Gardner  En¬ 
campment,  and  Sabin  Rebekah  Lodge.  He  also  held 
membership  in  the  Narragansett  Historical  Society 
of  Templeton  and  was  one  of  its  loyal  and  liberal 
supporters. 

One  of  the  memorable  events  of  his  life  came  on 
December  25,  1932,  when  Gardner  retail  merchants 
united  to  honor  him  on  his  completion  of  a  half 
century  of  a  continuous  and  active  business  career 
in  West  Gardner.  In  the  Orpheum  Theatre,  the 
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chairman  of  the  Mercantile  Bureau  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  presented  Mr.  Greenwood  with  a 
suitably  engraved  silver  bowl  and  the  congratulations 
of  his  business  associates,  in  the  form  of  an  engrossed 
scroll,  a  reproduction  of  which  appears  on  the 
opposite  page.  Mr.  Greenwood  retired  from  the 
firm  of  T.  T.  Greenwood  and  Son  in  193  5,  but 
continued  active  as  president  of  the  Gardner  Co¬ 
operative  Bank.  Despite  his  advanced  age,  he  was 
to  be  found  at  his  desk  daily  and  his  death  removed 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  beloved  figures  in 
the  business  life  of  Gardner,  where  his  constructive 
influence  had  been  felt  for  more  than  fifty  years. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Gardner  Cooperative  Bank: 

''The  Directors  of  the  Gardner  Cooperative 
Bank  note  with  sorrow  the  death  on  December 
7,  1940,  of  Louis  A.  Greenwood,  President, 
member  of  the  original  Board  of  Directors  and 
for  over  fifty  years  an  interested  and  devoted 
friend  of  the  Gardner  Cooperative  Bank. 

"The  span  of  his  life  covered  nearly  half  of 
the  nineteenth  century  and  forty  years  of  the 
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twentieth.  He  was  witness  to  the  stirring  events 
and  great  achievements  which  marked  the  steady 
progress  of  the  American  People  in  over  eighty 
years  of  their  history.  Identified  with  the  busi¬ 
ness,  social,  and  banking  life  of  this  community, 
he  kept  step  with  the  developments  of  the 
common  life  about  him  and  at  his  death  was  as 
actively  interested  in  the  vital  things  which 
pertain  to  the  progress  and  development  as 
anyone  among  us. 

"Here  was  a  typical  New  Englander  exempli¬ 
fying  in  a  long  and  busy  life  the  best  character¬ 
istics  of  that  sturdy  race  which  founded, 
developed  and  preserved  on  this  continent  a 
rugged  civilization  of  free  men  in  action. 

"In  the  fullness  of  time  he  has  passed  to  his 
eternal  reward,  leaving  behind  him  for  the 
inspiration  and  guidance  of  others  the  record 
of  a  well-spent  life.” 

Louis  Augustus  Greenwood  married,  October  30, 
1895,  Alice  Maud  Mary  Spencer,  daughter  of 
Reverend  Lucius  Austin  and  Dency  (Hurd)  Spencer. 
She  was  born  in  Lempster,  New  Hampshire,  April 
7,  1861.  Mrs.  Greenwood,  before  her  marriage, 
taught  school  in  Westminster  and  Gardner.  She 


"  '  'W' 

\  '  . ,  '/  ‘  .‘Y  T>»,  I  *'■  *  %'Vt 


f  *'*;.' 

' '  .■ ' 

‘*V.:',^'\ 

*  *  •  1 

I’/'rtf ' 

I  Tl  .  4.J 


■' 


V  s^Th  ■  ’  f'.  : 

™v,5T"  "  V*‘  ■  ^  .  ' 


l< 


.^'V/ 


;!  ■•.  ♦’ 
'  1-^^. 


7 ^ 


h ' 


Vv 


r' 


;  > '  ■ 


>•■■■■  ■  'i 


7/ '', 't -/V^-- 


»-r  f 


/  ^  *  *  .  C  *  *  y  ^  g  .  ‘  *  I 

•'  .  ^  ,;«  ')fi  .n.r.>  ''-\  '".n.:;i  v  ■  ?.^  /:?■  ,;\f^i.,'“ 

^>1  .  *•  '  ..  ,<  »i'  « 


t-'  '"•'. 

-*.'  rn'jS' 


-•  A 


" >  i I i'i '’  >..;  . \h  ® .»  ■  \  •  ^'1(1^  >'■*  *  V-' “ 

y  “  • 

'■^'•V'-’''.i''^''^'’^  ■’’}■  ^' '■'•^'^W".' ■  ■  i; is’B  '''^'  .■■'>^<’.'''^' '."'  '''■  <"j,>7,*i  1 

7.  \  ..  ■  •  '  I  ^  ''•ii?.'ll^';V'‘% 

•  .7^' I 

iSi'  '?*:;  ^s4*ik 


uf' 


’■'ir 


•'•♦A.- 


'  v  '.  -  '  ■'  ?" 

■■7M ■ 


i'VSt 


V'lr 


r,  3  «» 

'  ■ . « ^‘: riO''>  ' r •  /■.,  > )  ^ 


.  4 


WH  . 


^  »  I 


',  ' 


I  , 


iM  IV,  V/ 


GREENWOOD 


continues  to  live  in  Gardner  where  she  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  Woman’s  Club  of  which  she 
is  a  past  president.  She  is  also  keenly  interested  in 
the  State  Parent-Teacher  Association,  of  which  she 
was  the  first  treasurer  and  organized  a  branch  in 
Gardner.  She  has  also  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
Aid  Association  of  the  Henry  Heywood  Hospital. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greenwood  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children: 

(1)  Tancred  Spencer,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Louise  Alice,  born  in  Gardner,  February  2, 
1903,  graduated  from  Skidmore  College  in 
1924  with  the  degree  of  A.B.  Married,  October 
10,  1930,  Charles  Marshall  Cummings,  born  in 
Bradford,  New  Hampshire,  November  14, 
1898. 

Children: 

(i)  Charlotte,  born  in  Portland,  Maine, 
December  5,  1932. 

(ii)  Richard,  born  in  Portland,  Maine,  July 
19,  1937. 


(Ibid.) 
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Tancred  Spencer  Greenwood,  son  of  Louis 
Augustus  and  Alice  Maud  Mary  (Spencer)  Green¬ 
wood,  was  born  in  Gardner,  April  22,  1898,  and 
died  in  Pensacola,  Florida,  March  16,  193  5.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  was  prominent  as 
a  basketball  and  football  player  while  attending  the 
Gardner  High  School.  He  was  also  well-known  as  a 
track  athlete  there,  and  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology,  which  he  entered  in  1916,  complet¬ 
ing  his  course  in  marine  architecture  in  1922. 

He  then  secured  a  position  as  designer  with  the 
Minot,  Thurber  and  Olson  Ship  Building  Company 
in  Boston  and  remained  there  until  1931,  when  he 
became  a  technician  and  radio  operator  on  the 
S.  S.  Atlantis,  which  he  had  designed  while  in  Boston. 
The  S.  S.  Atlantis  was  built  for  the  Oceanographic 
Institute  at  Woods  Hole,  Massachusetts,  and  was 
engaged  in  scientific  research  off  the  coast  of  Florida 
at  the  time  of  Mr.  Greenwood’s  untimely  death, 
which  occurred  as  the  result  of  an  automobile 
accident. 

Tancred  Spencer  Greenwood  married,  July  17, 
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1923,  Beatrice  Morse  Pratt,  born  in  Winchendon, 
Massachusetts,  January  29,  1896,  died  May  21, 
1940,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Carrie  Louisa 
(Morse)  Pratt.  Mrs.  Greenwood  was  well-known 
for  her  work  with  the  Massachusetts  Parent-Teacher 
Association  in  Belmont,  of  which  she  was  president. 
She  also  served  as  chairman  of  the  State  Radio  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Association. 

Children: 

(1)  Tancred  Spencer,  Jr.,  born  in  Boston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  March  12,  1924. 

(2)  Robert  Miles,  born  in  Belmont,  Massachusetts, 
November  28,  1928. 

(3)  Austin  Thayer,  born  in  Belmont,  Massachusetts, 
January  6,  1931. 


(Ibid.) 
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HOUGHTON 


\  ALPH  HOUGHTON,  immigrant  ancestor 
of  the  line  hereinafter  followed,  was  born 
in  Lancaster,  England,  in  1623,  and  died 
in  Milton,  Massachusetts,  April  15,  1705. 
He  came  to  America,  about  1647,  accompanied  by 
his  cousin,  John  Houghton,  and  settled  first  in 
Watertown,  Massachusetts.  In  1652  the  cousins 
bought  part  of  a  tract  of  land  eight  by  ten  miles, 
from  the  Indians  and  founded  the  town  of  Lancaster. 
Ralph  Houghton  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Lancaster  Covenant  in  1652  and  served  as  town 
clerk  and  as  deputy  to  the  court. 


For  the  first  few  years  after  the  founding  of  the 
town,  the  Nashoway  Indians,  from  whom  the  land 
was  purchased,  kept  faith  with  the  white  men,  but 
after  the  death  of  the  old  chief,  Sholand,  trouble 
began  to  develop,  and  on  August  16,  1675,  the 
Indians  descended  on  Lancaster,  burning  the  village 
and  massacring  most  of  the  inhabitants.  It  so 
happened  that  Ralph  and  John  Houghton  were 
absent  that  day  and  upon  their  return  to  the  desolate 
village,  finding  their  property  destroyed,  they  decided 
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HOUGHTON 


to  leave  Lancaster.  Ralph  moved  to  Woburn  and 
John  to  Dorchester. 

It  is  not  known  how  long  Ralph  Houghton  re¬ 
mained  in  Woburn  and  the  next  record  of  him  is 
found  in  Milton,  where  he  served  as  a  deputy  from 
1676  to  1679  and  became  active  in  town  affairs. 
He  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to  full  communion 
in  the  Milton  Church  on  June  18,  1682.  He  built 
his  house  in  the  section  known  as  ""Scotch  Woods” 
near  Brush  Hill,  and  the  homestead  was  occupied  by 
his  descendants  for  several  generations.  He  owned 
valuable  land  in  Milton  and  Lancaster  and  was  con¬ 
sidered  a  man  of  wealth  for  his  day. 

Ralph  Houghton  married,  about  1 65 1,  Jane  Stowe. 
She  was  born  in  England  in  1623,  and  died  in  Milton, 
January  10,  1700. 

("The  Houghton  Genealogy  —  The 
Descendants  of  Ralph  and  John 
Houghton,  of  Lancaster,  Massa¬ 
chusetts/*  John  Houghton,  1912.) 

James  Houghton,  son  of  Ralph  and  Jane 
(Stowe)  Houghton,  was  born  in  1651,  and  died  in 
Lancaster  in  1711.  He  removed  to  that  part  of 
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Lancaster  which  is  now  Harvard  in  1697  and  with 
his  brother-in-law,  Caleb  Sawyer,  built  a  garrison 
house  near  Still  River  on  land  given  him  by  his 
father.  This  house  became  one  of  the  landmarks 
in  Lancaster,  and  remained  in  the  possession  of  his 
descendants  until  1912. 

James  Houghton  married  Mary  Sawyer,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Prescott)  Sawyer.  She  was 
born  in  Lancaster,  February  14,  1653,  and  died 
about  1715. 

(Ibid.) 

Edward  Houghton,  son  of  James  and  Mary 
(Sawyer)  Houghton,  was  born  in  Lancaster  in  1705 
and  died  in  Union,  Connecticut,  March  17,  1777. 
He  lived  in  Lancaster  until  1727  when  he  moved  to 
Pomfret,  Connecticut,  and  from  there  to  Union, 
where  he  built  the  first  mill,  known  as  Lawson’s  Mill. 

He  married,  November  16,  1727,  Abigail  Coye. 
She  died  in  Groton,  Massachusetts,  the  date  of  her 
death  is  not  recorded. 

(Ibid.) 

Captain  Nehemiah  Houghton,  son  of  Edward 
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and  Abigail  (Coye)  Houghton,  was  born  March  23, 
1738,  and  died  in  Winchester,  New  Hampshire, 
about  178  5.  He  moved  to  Winchester  in  his  youth 
and  eventually  became  one  of  its  most  prominent 
citizens. 

He  served  as  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Hammond’s  "Revolutionary  Pvolls,”  volume  1,  page 
436,  records  him  as  second  lieutenant  in  Captain 
Francis  Ton’s  Company,  Colonel  Gilman’s  Regiment, 
raised  by  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  in  December, 
1776,  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army  in  New 
York.  Also,  according  to  "Provincial  and  State 
Papers,”  Winchester,  New  Hampshire,  under  date 
of  June  4,  1780,  he  is  listed  as  captain  and  his  com¬ 
mission  contains  the  following  "In  pursuance  of  a 
vote  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  you  are  to  muster 
and  swear  all  the  men  brought  before  you  as  soldiers, 
to  serve  with  the  Continental  Army  until  the  last  of 
December  next,  passing  none  but  able-bodied  men.” 

Captain  Nehemiah  Houghton’s  name  appears  fre¬ 
quently  in  the  records  as  holding  town  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  1779,  1780  and  1781. 
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He  married  Eunice  Curtice.  The  names  of  her 
parents  and  dates  of  her  birth  and  death  are  not 
recorded. 

(Ibid.) 

Nehemiah  Houghton,  son  of  Captain 
Nehemiah  and  Eunice  (Curtice)  Houghton,  was 
born  in  Winchester,  New  Hampshire,  September  8, 
1767,  and  died  in  Vernon,  Vermont,  October  10, 
18  54.  He  moved  to  Vernon  as  a  young  man  and 
for  many  years  was  engaged  in  chair  manufacturing. 
Later  he  took  up  unimproved  land  and  became  a 
prosperous  farmer.  He  was  a  man  of  great  ability 
and  by  industry  and  thrift  accumulated  considerable 
wealth.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  director 
in  one  of  the  first  banks  in  Brattleboro  and  known 
for  his  excellent  judgment  and  conservatism. 

He  married  (first),  in  1787,  Lydia  Dodge, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Lydia  (Barton)  Dodge 
of  Winchester.  She  was  born  September  30,  1764. 
He  married  (second)  Phoebe  Green,  a  widow.  She 
was  born  in  1790  and  died  in  1869. 


(Ibid.) 
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HOUGHTON 


Major  Alba  Houghton,  son  of  Nehemiah  and 
Lydia  (Dodge)  Houghton,  was  bom  September  22, 
1797,  in  Vernon,  Vermont,  where  he  died  May  24, 
1872.  In  1828  he  moved  to  Canaan,  Vermont,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  and  was  elected  major  of  the 
militia.  Later  in  life  he  returned  to  Vernon  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 


He  married  Thankful  Stebbins,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Stebbins. 


(Ibid.) 


Charles  Chandler  Houghton,  son  of  Major 
Alba  and  Thankful  (Stebbins)  Houghton,  was  born 
in  Vernon,  Vermont,  April  25,  182  5,  and  died  in 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  March  6,  1901,  When  he 
was  six  years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Vernon, 
where  he  attended  the  district  school  and  worked  on 
his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  twenty.  He  learned 
the  shoemaker’s  trade  and  as  a  young  man  traveled 
through  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  New  York  State, 
working  at  his  trade. 


In  1848  he  secured  employment  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  factory  of  Joseph  Walker  in  Worcester,  Massa- 


v‘ 


▼  I 


*  '.  * 


\ 

1^ 


U  )  I'i  WWM 

[\: :  -•  "  ■•?  i‘M 


•.'  ’  '  .  ^  .V  '  . 


’  .  *  I  i 


■  :•  -  ■' 


.-,  ■  ■•h 


i- »  J 

>,  ■  •  ' 

7.  ,,f 

‘AV  ■■  ' 

•  ,  r’ 
■  \  ^ ,' 

,  • 

,  ■ 

,  ■{ 

f 

X'-*  .> 

#  /  ,  ■  *  /.,» ’  ^  A 

/  V»9 

..1  \ 

'  ■  •ii'' 

¥ 


W  '  ■  \'''\  •  ■  nVWiiyiW  <•  ■  W/'  ,■  ,  !'• 

'  Jij!F!i!i./ *■'" ’^  .'v' '■'!«  ''f*’-  ’■ 

uf^sC'w^,™  ' : . .  *  '■  •  ■  *' 


5* 


77  :v-;  .V':/.  "‘0  ‘.'■.  J  V'.  (.;■  j 

••>  ;iv.i'v.  ,r':..;v  ,,•■■  ■ .  .•>V”  i  t.  i 

■v, .li  i/,.,.‘i.’;  ^S.'.'  ;;  ,  .  .  •  _  ^ 


l/'K'*  v'.*\w 

'%}  f!p,4^^'^‘h  ■ '  ^ 


&  J  ^  '.'f'  '  ViiM 


,,,, 

"  ,.-.(W':;' ' 


mp^ 


t  I-  *  '.•■  «  ,  f  I  <■  ,  •  ,  ^  '•f  V  »  .'“/«(  .Jf  J  /X'  '  ' 

.■•'■-  '  ^■'**''?'k  I'l'^  ''■  4^  \  '  i*'  ’"  i'"^V{S‘ 

*  '■’  '■  ''*d>''<;i7'‘*r‘'-';.ti'S  ■'^,1  *  ■  ■■*■  >'«■'  •■ 

ft^l.'-  ■-  .  .  '0  ‘  ,>'5'-V;,B.  . 


lUru'"  ■  .  '  '0 

.,  kmn  ^/V'v;  ■  ,:’■■/  .  "t»  ■  V't-'  '  V  '  ’ 

V.;-  'i  V  ii/*' *■  '  '^*^***'if * 


"r^^l 

■  m 

^  '  .wi' 


’  ^ 


■  P.1 


>■'  *'  li  5 /<  '.••/<(».  v.-  '  ,  ...• 


;.  VV-'- 
1.:-’ 

•  ‘S  ..''i  . 


'  '  '  '•■.-■  '  'I  --' .  ,  - 

M.  ,.  '  ',  1  JV 


.Ha 


HOUGHTON 


chusetts,  and  in  1853  he  began  to  manufacture  boots 
and  shoes  in  partnership  with  Mr.  S.  R.  Heywood. 
From  a  small  beginning  the  partners  expanded  until 
in  a  few  years  they  owned  and  operated  one  of  the 
largest  shoe  factories  in  the  city. 

In  1880  the  partnership  with  Mr.  Heywood  was 
dissolved  and  Mr.  Houghton  reorganized  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  formed  a  new  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Mr.  Alvah  Houghton.  This  venture  proved  even 
more  successful  than  the  first  and  the  brothers  built 
up  a  nation-wide  business.  Further  reorganization 
took  place  in  1881  when  Mr.  Houghton’s  son,  Frank 
Newton  Houghton,  William  E.  Warren  and  Edgar 
Warren  were  admitted  to  partnership  in  the  firm, 
C.  C.  Houghton  and  Company. 

Mr.  Houghton  continued  as  the  active  head  of  the 
Company  until  1893  when  he  retired  and  the  factory 
was  moved  to  Somersworth,  New  Hampshire. 

From  that  time  on  Mr.  Houghton  devoted  his  time 
to  the  management  of  his  large  real  estate  holdings 
in  Worcester  and  to  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the 
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Board  of  Directors  of  the  First  National  Bank,  to 
which  he  had  been  elected  in  1878. 

Mr.  Houghton  traveled  extensively  abroad  and  in 
this  country.  He  was  an  ardent  sportsman  especially 
fond  of  hunting  and  fishing,  and  even  after  he  retired 
from  active  business  he  continued  to  make  annual 
trips  to  North  Dakota  and  to  the  Maine  woods. 

In  politics  Mr.  Houghton  was  a  Republican  and 
served  as  an  alderman  from  the  fourth  ward  from 
1880  to  1881,  during  the  administration  of  Mayor 
Kelley. 

As  a  member  and  deacon  of  the  First  Universalist 
Church  he  was  a  generous  contributor  to  many 
charitable  organizations  and  was  always  ready,  with 
his  time  and  means,  to  promote  any  move  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  of  Worcester.  The  following 
paragraph  is  quoted  from  his  obituary: 

**His  genial  disposition,  kind  heart  and  high 
character  rendered  association  with  him  agree¬ 
able  and  inspiring.  His  life,  both  public  and 
private,  was  most  exemplary.” 
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Charles  Chandler  Houghton  married,  December 
31,  18  5  5,  Elvira  Newton,  daughter  of  Alonzo  and 
Lavinia  Newton.  She  was  born  April  23,  183  5,  and 
died  September  15,  1911. 

(Ibid.  —  Obituary,  ‘'Worcester  Eve¬ 
ning  Gazette,”  March  6,  1901.) 

Frank  Newton  Houghton,  son  of  Charles 
Chandler  and  Elvira  (Newton)  Houghton,  was 
born  in  Worcester,  April  18,  1862,  and  died  in 
Shrewsbury,  Massachusetts,  April  2  5,  1931.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Worcester  and  at 
Highland  Military  Academy,  graduating  from  that 
institution  in  1881.  Immediately  after  his  gradua¬ 
tion  he  entered  business  with  his  father,  one  of 
Worcester’s  most  prominent  boot  and  shoe  manu¬ 
facturers,  and  within  a  short  time  was  admitted  to 
partnership  in  the  firm,  which  then  became  C.  C. 
Houghton  and  Company. 

Keenly  interested  in  the  family  enterprise,  Frank 
Newton  Houghton  set  out  to  master  its  various 
branches,  thoroughly  familiarizing  himself  with  the 
work  of  the  different  departments.  He  soon  demon¬ 
strated  natural  business  ability  and  C.  C.  Houghton 
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and  Company  became  one  of  the  most  important 
concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  As  Mr. 
Houghton  assumed  more  and  more  responsibility,  his 
father  gradually  relinquished  his  former  duties,  con¬ 
fident  that  the  business  would  be  managed  as  capably 
as  if  he  himself  were  at  the  helm.  When  the  senior 
Mr.  Houghton  retired  in  1893,  C.  C.  Houghton  and 
Company  was  reorganized  as  Houghton,  Hebard  and 
Warren  Company  and  the  factory  moved  to  Somers- 
worth,  New  Hampshire.  Frank  N.  Houghton 
became  a  partner  in  the  new  concern,  and  continued 
active  in  its  management.  He  became  one  of  the  best- 
known  shoe  manufacturers  in  New  England,  operat¬ 
ing  his  factory  on  the  policy  of  fair-dealing  and 
cooperation  with  his  employees,  which  his  father  had 
instituted  with  such  marked  success  nearly  a  half 
century  before.  He  gained  and  held  the  good-wili 
and  respect  of  his  workmen  because  of  the  personal 
interest  he  took  in  their  welfare,  and  labor  troubles 
at  the  Somersworth  plant  were  practically  unknown. 
His  retirement  from  the  shoe  industry,  shortly  before 
the  World  War,  was  a  matter  of  genuine  regret  to  the 
many  employees  of  the  Company,  as  well  as  to  his 
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partners  and  the  trade.  In  the  annals  of  the  shoe 
industry  in  New  England  few  names  are  more 
honored  than  those  of  Charles  Chandler  Houghton 
and  his  son,  Frank  Newton  Houghton. 

Following  his  retirement,  Mr.  Houghton  took  up 
his  residence  in  Shrewsbury  where  he  owned  a  large 
estate  which  he  developed  into  one  of  the  show  places 
of  the  section,  spending  much  of  his  time  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  in  its  improvement.  He  was 
exceptionally  fond  of  his  home,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  fine  landscaping  of  the  grounds  which  he  plaimed 
and  supervised.  He  inherited  his  father’s  love  for 
hunting  and  fishing  and  was  one  of  the  most  ardent 
sportsmen  of  the  section. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Houghton  was 
always  ready  to  aid  the  party  in  a  private  capacity, 
but  he  cared  little  for  the  honors  of  public  life  that 
party  members  would  gladly  have  accorded  him. 
Deeply  interested  in  the  civic  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munities  where  his  business  and  home  were  located 
he  was  active  in  many  branches  of  civic  progress  and 
a  liberal  donor  to  numerous  charitable  projects.  He 
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was  especially  interested  in  the  growth  of  progress 
of  Shrewsbury,  assisting  any  undertaking  for  its 
development  with  characteristic  energy  and  gener¬ 
osity.  For  this,  as  well  as  for  his  genial,  affable 
personality,  which  made  him  as  fine  a  neighbor  as 
he  was  a  citizen,  he  will  be  long  remembered  in  the 
community  where  he  made  his  home. 

A  man  of  quiet,  home-loving  tastes,  he  belonged 
to  but  few  organizations.  He  held  membership  in 
the  Worcester  Club  and  the  Tatnuck  Country  Club 
of  Worcester  and  the  Shrewsbury  Club  of  Shrews¬ 
bury. 

Frank  Newton  Houghton  married,  November  16, 
1887,  Allie  Barth  of  Denver,  Colorado.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Houghton  had  no  children. 

(Ibid.  —  ^'Worcester  Evening 
Gazette/*  April  27,  1931.) 
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GEORGE  WILLIAM  MAY,  son  of 

i)  Iviy  1  Martha  (Hunt)  May,  was 

born  in  Carlisle,  Northumberland, 
England,  April  11,  1860,  and  died  in 
Manchester,  Connecticut,  October  23,  1940.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Devon,  England,  and  a 
descendant  of  an  old  family.  He  was  a  prominent 
paper  manufacturer  and  became  widely  known  in 
the  industry  as  a  maker  of  hand-made  paper  for 
British  bank  notes.  He  moved  to  Ivy  Bridge  in 
Devon  in  1864. 

Dr.  May  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
Dartford  at  the  famous  Wesleyan  Schools,  where  he 
studied  for  the  ministry  until  he  was  nineteen,  when 
he  accepted  a  position  as  junior  clerk  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  book  binding  and  publishing  house  of  Tillotson 
and  Sons  in  Bolton,  England.  Here  he  pursued  his 
college  preparatory  studies,  and  also  acted  as  student 
preacher  in  the  local  Methodist  church. 

His  connection  with  the  publishing  house  brought 
out  his  inherent  inclination  for  paper-making  and 
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its  kindred  branches,  which  decided  him  to  emigrate 
to  America,  where  a  kinsman  had  established  a 
paper-manufacturing  concern,  and  in  May,  1881, 
he  arrived  in  New  York,  immediately  proceeding  to 
Manchester,  Connecticut,  where  his  cousin,  Abraham 
Smith,  gave  him  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  office  of 
his  paper  mill.  He  remained  in  Manchester  until 
1883  when  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Charles 
W.  Hamilton  Wholesale  Paper  Company  of 
Philadelphia. 

A  year  later  a  still  better  opportunity  presented 
itself  with  a  concern  in  Lawrence,  Massachusetts, 
and  on  his  way  to  that  city  he  stopped  in  Manchester 
and  while  there  was  stricken  with  typhoid  fever. 
After  several  months  in  the  Hartford  Hospital,  he 
returned  to  Manchester  to  recuperate  and  as  soon 
as  he  was  sufficiently  recovered  took  a  position 
as  clerk  in  the  then  new  velvet  department  of 
Cheney  Brothers,  and  was  thus  employed  for  the 
next  six  years. 

During  this  time  he  decided  on  a  medical  career, 
and  having  saved  his  money  he  entered  the  Medical 
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School  in  Baltimore  in  1892.  Here  his  exceptional 
qualifications  and  earnest  effort  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Van  Horne,  one  of  the  leading  faculty 
members,  who  appointed  him  his  clinical  assistant 
during  his  second  year  and  when  Dr.  Van  Horne  in 
1894  was  transferred  to  the  Milwaukee  Medical 
School  Dr.  May  accompanied  him.  During  the  next 
two  years  he  acquired  valuable  technical  knowledge 
by  acting  as  clinical  assistant  to  several  of  the 
professors,  and  practical  training  by  serving  as 
interne  at  Trinity  Hospital.  He  was  graduated  with 
honors  from  the  Milwaukee  Medical  School  in 
June,  1895. 

Dr.  May  had  definitely  decided  to  practice  in 
Connecticut  and  in  June,  1895,  he  had  the  honor  of 
being  one  of  the  first  two  men  to  pass  the  Connecticut 
Board  examinations  at  New  Haven.  He  opened  his 
office  in  Willimantic  and  soon  gained  a  reputation 
as  a  skillful  and  conscientious  physician.  His  practice 
gradually  increased  until  it  extended  to  all  sections 
of  Windham  County.  He  kept  abreast  of  all  new 
discoveries  and  practices  and  in  1896  a  case  in  which 
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he  successfully  injected  anti-diphtheria  serum,  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  Willimantic,  brought  him  wide 
recognition.  The  patient,  a  ten  year  old  boy,  member 
of  a  prominent  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  family, 
vacationing  in  ^^(^illimantic,  was  taken  ill  and  Dr. 
May  was  called.  He  diagnosed  the  disease  as  diph¬ 
theria  and  advised  the  use  of  the  anti-toxin  serum. 
The  father’s  consent  was  obtained  only  after  he  had 
consulted  another  prominent  physician,  who  agreed 
with  Dr.  May,  and  one  thousand  units  were 
administered  with  the  result  that  the  boy  recovered. 
Dr.  May  was  a  pioneer  in  this  treatment,  and  as 
the  percentage  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  was  then 
about  ninety-nine  per  cent  of  all  cases,  the  remark¬ 
able  results  of  the  serum  brought  him  considerable 
fame  throughout  the  State. 

As  one  of  the  first  physicians  of  his  day  to 
recognize  the  need  for  specialized  training,  from 
1898  to  1899  Dr.  May  studied  at  the  New  York  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  then  returned  to  Willimantic 
to  become  one  of  the  first  specialists  in  eye,  ear,  nose 
and  throat.  In  1900  he  established  another  record 


i  -i 


’if  j  r,l'  ,"-  ■  ■*' 

'  '  i"'  ’  ^  fi  ’  !‘,i^  . 

1  ,i  *  •»  ',  - 


yf.-il,’" 


.'Cv  ; 


-rv 


■ 


f?" 


i 


•  fi 


A;.:  . 


•  t 


>lv'\V7 


I'  ,  I  '♦ 


l»  I*  ^ 

'i 


V  ' 


.  v:  >••,'■»■> I',  '.A*  ' 


1  >  .  - 


. V'  ,  . 


,  I  V  I 


I' .  '.I 


)tV'»i,.1»*i5*i  ;■?■•  t-  ■  7)f-3 


[,({>"' Aiff  ■''''ii':;-.  Jfc'f.iO.  /»**''•  .I'.:  •.'  v:.^ 


•f  ■  ■  -  i!‘  1 


''-'’V  >/ 


’>■  ',■' 


li'  t  I  il  '  ■  ( 


*  *  ,*  iy  /„■■''■<“■.■  -  •— ■  t  I"'  -  ■  , 

.  •  f  .  La...  *  <  .  ^  .  .  .  1^  1a  .  W  «  'i  t 


t*i’.  ■  ,  '.r..; 


;  ’.'-'.if-'i  ./  'tyi.  (.jl>,’ 


.1 


.  . . 

-J  ..'-I-V^A  >3;J'  .:Xi;.’  [U  ■■  .■■  ■,;  l^Wi^l^l|f(l,\ 

•'"  '  feffi 


"’fV  ^ 


'-■■  ''‘iv. 


i. 


'i.  fMS :  inJ'  J 


'I'lf,. '  fc'fl 

r, -.f.a  »,'  < 


^  ~  ~  s 

IV’ 


'  i.<'V  ' 


^'■'W 

3 ;.  . '  'U' .,  -  'i- feJ 


r  \  it'fU  -I,  I 


’v>, ,  c.  t  ■■  ,',  V 


*  i/V  )  v.;  .‘('.^i''. 


'•  •*  L  »/ il’if. I*  .1  f '  r.  i. ''<'.* 


MAY 


by  being  the  first  doctor  in  the  city  to  operate  fot 
adenoids. 

During  his  residence  in  Willimantic  Dr.  May  kept 
up  his  associations  in  Manchester,  and  in  1901  he 
decided  to  establish  himself  in  practice  there.  Taking 
an  office  with  the  late  Dr.  Maine,  one  of  Manchester’s 
early  physicians,  he  at  first  devoted  one  day  a  week 
to  his  new  practice,  moving  to  Manchester  to  live 
in  1908,  and  retaining  his  Willimantic  office  for 
practice  one  day  each  week.  In  1920,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  traveling  over  the  country  roads  during 
the  winter,  he  was  obliged  to  close  his  Willimantic 
office  to  the  regret  of  his  many  patients. 

In  1908  the  Manchester  Medical  Association  was 
formed  and  Doctors  Weldon,  Moore,  Tinker,  Whiton 
and  May  were  the  charter  members.  They  worked 
together  in  perfect  harmony  and  the  relations 
between  them  were  always  pleasant. 

At  the  close  of  the  World  War,  when  the  influenza 
epidemic  ravaged  the  country.  Dr.  May  rendered 
humanitarian  services  that  will  long  be  remembered 
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in  this  section.  He  had  previously  offered  his  services 
to  the  government,  but  was  not  called  upon  because 
of  his  age.  However,  his  splendid  medical  ability 
was  gladly  accepted  and  used  in  combating  the 
spread  of  the  epidemic.  At  its  height.  Dr.  May 
closed  his  office  in  order  to  assist  in  Willimantic 
where  it  was  especially  prevalent.  He  worked  night 
and  day,  until  stricken  with  the  disease  himself  and 
forced  to  return  to  his  home. 

Dr.  May  kept  constantly  in  touch  with  the  latest 
developments  in  his  profession  and  spent  the  year 
1920  in  England,  where  he  studied  at  the  Royal 
London  Opthalmic  Hospital.  He  was  considered  one 
of  the  leading  specialists  in  Hartford  County  and 
was  frequently  consulted  by  his  colleagues.  Love 
of  his  work  and  profession  was  the  leading  character¬ 
istic  in  his  life  and  he  had  few  hobbies  or  outside 
interests.  He  was  fond  of  reading  and  his  taste  ran 
to  the  finest  in  literature.  He  witnessed  the  growth 
of  Manchester  from  a  small  town  to  a  large  and 
important  manufacturing  center,  and  he  aided  many 
of  the  civic  enterprises  which  this  growth  made 
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possible.  As  one  of  the  last  surviving  charter 
members  of  the  Manchester  Medical  Society,  he  was 
looked  up  to  and  honored  by  the  younger  men  in  the 
profession  as  their  beloved  dean  and  mentor. 

Fraternally  Dr.  May  was  a  Mason  of  long  standing. 
He  was  raised  in  the  Manchester  Lodge  in  1887. 
One  of  the  memorable  events  of  his  latter  years  came 
in  1937  when  his  fellow  lodge  members  gathered  to 
do  him  honor  and  presented  him  with  a  fifty-year 
badge.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Hartford 
County  Medical  Association;  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Association  and  the  fellowship  of  Medicine 
in  London,  England,  as  well  as  a  fellow  of  the 
American  Medical  Association. 

Intensely  loyal  to  his  adopted  country,  he  never 
lost  his  love  for  his  native  land.  He  was  greatly 
interested  in  the  British  War  Veterans  Association 
and  served  as  honorary  president  of  Mons-Ypres 
Post  of  Manchester.  In  his  characteristic  quiet  way 
he  did  much  to  aid  local  British  War  Veterans  until 
the  end  of  his  life. 
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Dr.  May’s  death  brought  genuine  regret  in  all 
sections  of  Manchester  and  to  people  in  all  walks  of 
life.  As  one  of  the  last  of  the  community’s  pioneer 
physicians  he  had  served  three  generations  in  a  pro¬ 
fessional  capacity  and  although  a  specialist  for  many 
years,  he  never  lost  the  old  family  doctor’s  viewpoint. 
A  kind,  understanding  man,  and  able  physician,  he 
took  a  personal  interest  in  each  new  patient  who 
came  to  his  office,  just  as  he  did  in  the  days  when  he 
was  wont  to  travel  over  the  countryside  in  horse 
and  buggy. 

Dr.  George  William  May  married,  November  27, 
1902,  Isabella  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Rebecca  (O’Neill)  Mitchell  of  Willimantic.  There 
were  no  children. 
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Argent,  a  fesse  engrailed  between  three  ibexes 
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An  ibex  passant  sable. 

Supera  alta  tenere. 
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SEABURY 


SOHN  SEABURY,  immigrant  ancestor  and 
progenitor  of  the  Seaburys  in  America, 
was  born  in  England  about  1600  and  died 
in  Barbados,  West  Indies,  in  1649.  The 
date  of  his  arrival  in  America  is  unknown  and  the 
first  mention  of  him  is  found  in  the  Boston  Town 
Records  of  1639,  which  reads  as  follows: 

“Also  this  day  (25th,  9  mo.,  1639)  John 
Seaberry,  a  Seaman  hath  with  leave  bought  our 
brother  Walter  Merryes  house  and  one-half  acre 
of  land  under  it  in  the  Mylne  Field  and  so  is 
allowed  for  an  inhabitant.” 

The  property  thus  referred  to  is  described  in  the 
Boston  “Book  of  Possessions”  (Part  2,  page  6)  as 
follows: 

“One  house  and  garden  about  one-half  an 
acre,  bounded  with  Isaac  Groose,  Northwest; 
Walter  Merry,  Southeast  and  Southwest;  and  the 
sea  or  bay  Northeast.” 

John  Seabury  moved  to  Barbados  in  1645.  He 
married,  in  1638,  Grace,  whose  surname  is  unknown. 


k^S'^rS:-  ■  ^‘  '■!:,•' ■'"  'S"'^ ';  ’ 

I' ■''''., raxt '  'v  ‘r'-  ’W  '^!fy-:  i'^  ^it-  .'^-’ 


WW^ 


•  ■  ■.:  •■  •''.'  A.'  v:*»W!!ii»v&»aiai^ 


.  y-.-’ , 

ii.<v 


'T'jfiW  . 


®  '■  '  v 


|i 

I 

hri  ',. 

't  ' 


:.'f  . 


) 

'i 


1 

V  [i 


•  •  *LW’‘'i  "T  '.^.  ^  ’V 

•  v  \  «■  i.<  ■  '.  '  •  A  , 

,  .  '  -1  -■  '  l‘~  ■■  V 


■  '  .  >  '■  'r 

■  ■?»  */  \  * 


■  -.'.r  <■. 
'r  .V 


tw:;';'’!'!'h 


WP“' 


F.  '^'iSuSi 

' .  '  i/iMI 


H  ‘\<yy 

hV-  ':i.»‘  .■'  . '  ft  • ''  ■'■  ■,'  vJ9^ 


'I  / 


^  ^bym^-  ;v. .' 

--&::,',;--v.FF>,teA^is^,p; 


,  Jc* 


Y- 

•■Vv  '.  .V.‘  ,  . 


"•J'.iV. 


■\  '  'V  ‘  .  1.''  ’:<’i/-o  .  ' ' ’r4 


■  ,(  .■  /,  “vdi  <i,  V-n.'  t',>  ■.^-  •■•  : 

^  ■'■^;  ’.u  fru.'  'i  ;  ■ '  «,  f.‘  •  YFjSi^l  .^  . 


aiis  F. ' 

,  'ft  ;  Y' 


f  ’ 


■ft,.  I 


'  *  i 


Ij.  , 

,  I, 


,'  '  i  ,  J 

'  it  ■■■J  ' 


"  -  f  4iV^ 

.i 


•■m  ^  '  '  .‘^f  ■  .' 


r'  -  •!1^ 


lM' 


• ;  -4  y'  i  :  •■ 


SEABURY 


She  is  mentioned  in  the  records  of  the  "Old  South” 
Church  of  Boston  as  follows: 

"Grace  Seaberry,  ye  wife  of  one  John  Seaberry, 
a  Planter,  admitted  to  church  the  15th  day,  3d 
mo.,  1642.” 

Children: 

( 1 )  Samuel,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  John,  died  in  Barbados  in  1678. 

Dr.  Samuel  Seabury,  son  of  John  and  Grace 
Seabury,  was  born  in  Boston,  December  10,  1640, 
baptized  in  the  "Old  South”  Church,  March  22, 
1642,  and  died  in  Duxbury,  Massachusetts,  August 
5,  1681.  He  was  a  physician,  and  practiced  in 
Weymouth  and  Duxbury,  where  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Trial  Jury  in  1661,  1662,  1664  and  1674  and 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  1668.  He  served  as 
Constable  in  1665  and  as  Selectman  in  1670,  1671, 
1673,  1674,  1675,  1677  and  from  1680  until  his 
death.  He  was  a  prominent  and  influential  man  and 
received  a  large  grant  of  land  from  the  Colony  on 
July  7, 1 674. 
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SEABURY 


His  will,  which  was  dated  September  21,  1680, 
was  proved  October  1,  1681.  He  mentions  his 
daughters  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Hannah  and  Martha  and 
sons  Samuel,  John  and  Joseph.  To  Samuel  he  left 
*'house  and  housing  at  Duxbury”;  to  John,  land  at 
North  River  at  "'Brick  Kills”;  and  to  Joseph,  lands 
"which  he  had  of  William  Peabody.”  He  named  his 
wife  executrix  and  "his  trusty  and  well-beloved 
friends,  William  Paybody  and  Ralph  Thatcher” 
overseers. 

Dr.  Samuel  Seabury  married  (first),  in  Wey¬ 
mouth,  November  9,  1660,  Patience  Kemp,  daughter 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Partridge)  Kemp.  She 
died  October  29,  1676,  and  he  married  (second), 
April  4,  1677,  Martha  Pabodie,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Alden)  Pabodie,  and  granddaughter 
of  John  and  Priscilla  (Mullins)  Alden  of  the 
^^Mayflower”  She  died  in  Little  Compton,  Rhode 
Island,  January  25,  1712. 

Children  (of  the  first  marriage) : 

( 1 )  Elizabeth,  born  September  16,  1661. 

(2)  Sarah,  born  August  18,  1663. 


-  .  A  7  ■,  t 


w 

’'■’■"  ''5':  7w:i 


'  ■  v' ^  ')fi  ’-^HP 


'?a  ;  ■.  'V 'Ti  fL'  '  '^"  ■'  ■ 

#''■■■.•■  ■,v^-^OTV’ 


^  I  4  ^ 


s 


n 


.r\- 


i 


•  '•V;i 


^  -V  *  -V 


4  '  i 


t  A 
i 


■Hi-.’"  jirt.*:,!.  .  ilk-;..:- , '  ■i,  ,  ,  »  '  i  ’^aiTOl 

'  I  !  •  ^  ‘  "  r  •  '  ^  ^  t  .  Wfjft 

■  ,;  vW  \)f  V' •-  Vvs'N  *^i.'  v 

t.v  ■  '-..I  ■  .  ■,  v.iv  ••  .<  ,■ 


■;,  ^v^<r^A»^^^y  .y/;  ■'■  t'-' id;  '."■>■ 


f  ''  i:  .•’’■•  i 

9/  .'J  ’ 


.i'^. 


» ^ 


.  ...  ■  '.^  i 

,»■•  :^i  "  '  ■  ',  '  '•'.  ■"'  -:  ■  ■  ,-.i I 

■■- 1 ’■'‘V>--.  ,,..A>j;’,;v.''  s<^5' s.'Mt-.'. 


,  ,  •  '  >  ;,  ■  '  ^'  '  '  ^^  *1 
,..  '  -  ■•■■  y.v  ,'.^' '  li^ 

'*.  A.-',  v:  "  ■' 

•W"  JVv'. ’  '  ,  a'  '  i  i;  ’"'li'’ 


/■'•  ■««',  .1^1  ""JlJ 

*  .  «l '  \  '  I  (1 

^rii  .  , . 


;  ’Y. 


.•V 


f*  'K 

I 


'i^lR 

»' 

4  ■ 

1 

•  '  .  I*! 

* 

1  ^ 

.  ■  1 

1  '  i 

ft  ,• 

, . . .  <■■  .  ■  * 
.-  '  i.  - 1' 

■yjt 

V/  •. . 

»  .  ^ 

1/ '  '  , 

,  i 

i  1 

.‘V’,  /' 

A->’ 

'  ‘.V 

1’. 

"V.-n  . 

f 

'I,  ^  > 


I 


■•  J.’.'l 


.-'  ‘  *VV, 


»'7'  :  '; .  »A  IT  .  .  ■'  :  j,l!iu  iii 


r .'  '♦•;J 


A'fl 


SEABURY 


(3)  Samuel,  born  April  20,  1666. 

(4)  Hannah,  born  July  7,  1668;  married,  December 
24,  1684,  John  Partridge. 

(5)  John,  born  November  7,  1670,  died  March  18, 
1672. 

(6)  Grace,  twin,  born  March  1,  1673. 

(7)  Patience,  twin,  born  March  1,  1673. 

(8)  John,  known  as  Deacon  John,  was  born  in  1674 
and  died  December  17,  1759.  He  married, 
December  9,  1697,  Elizabeth  Alden,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  John  and  Priscilla  (Mullins)  Alden. 
Their  son.  Reverend  Samuel  Seabury,  was  rector 
of  St.  James  Church  in  New  London,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  1732-1743  and  of  St.  George’s  Church  in 
Hempstead,  Long  Island,  from  1743  until  his 
death  in  1764.  He  married  Abigail  Mumford, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Remington) 
Mumford,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Bishop 
Seabury,  of  whom  further. 

Children  (of  the  second  marriage)  : 

(9)  Joseph,  of  whom  further. 

(10)  Martha,  born  September  23,  1679. 
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THE  RT.  REVEREND  SAMUEL  SEABURY,  D.  D 

BISHOP  OF  CONNECTICUT 


SEABURY 


IGHT  REVEREND  SAMUEL  SEABURY, 
son  of  Reverend  Samuel  and  Abigail 
(Mumford)  Seabury,  was  born  in  Groton, 
Connecticut,  November  30,  1729,  and 
died  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  February  25, 
1796.  He  was  first  bishop  in  the  American  episcopate 
and  first  bishop  of  Connecticut.  He  graduated  from 
Yale  College  in  1748,  A.B.,  and  received  an  A.M. 
degree  in  1751.  He  served  as  a  catechist  while  pur¬ 
suing  his  theological  studies  under  the  direction  of  his 
father,  and  in  1752  studied  medicine  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Edinburgh.  He  was  ordained  deacon  in 
London  by  Rt.  Rev.  John  Thomas,  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  December  21,  1753,  and  priest  by  Rt.  Rev. 
Richard  Osbaldiston,  Bishop  of  Arlisle,  December 
23,  1753. 

Returning  to  America  in  1754  with  license  from 
Bishop  Sherlock  of  London  to  oflSciate  in  New  Jersey 
he  was  called  to  the  parish  of  Christ  Church  in  New 
Brunswick,  where  he  served  from  1754  to  1757.  On 
January  12,  1757,  he  became  rector  of  Grace 
Church  in  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  and  served  until 
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SEABURY 


1766  when  he  became  rector  of  St.  Peter’s  Church 
in  Westchester,  New  York,  where  he  remained  for 
the  next  ten  years.  In  November,  1775,  he  was  taken 
by  a  band  of  armed  Tories  to  New  Haven  where  he 
was  imprisoned  for  six  weeks,  and  finally  released  on 
requisition  of  the  Governor  of  New  York  as  a  citizen 
taken  from  his  province  without  due  process  of  law. 
Returning  to  his  parish,  disorders  incident  to  war 
prevented  him  from  resuming  his  ministry  and  he 
took  refuge  in  New  York,  where  he  took  up  the 
practice  of  medicine  as  a  means  of  support.  He 
served  throughout  the  war  as  chaplain  of  the  King’s 
American  Regiment,  under  commission  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  Reverend  Seabury  was 
elected  bishop  of  Connecticut  by  the  clergy  of  English 
ordination  who  met  in  Woodbury,  March  25,  1783. 
He  sailed  for  England  with  credentials  as  an  appli¬ 
cant  for  consecration  by  the  English  bishops  and 
with  instructions,  that  in  the  event  of  refusal,  he 
should  apply  to  the  bishops  of  the  Scottish  church, 
whose  line  of  succession  prior  to  the  time  of  Charles 


SEABURY 


II  was  identical  with  that  of  the  English  episcopate, 
but  who  had  lost  their  civil  status  by  refusal  to 
swear  allegiance  to  the  successors  of  James  11.  The 
foreseen  difficulty  arose;  the  English  bishops  could 
not  legally  confer  consecration  without  the  candidate 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  this 
Reverend  Seabury,  as  a  citizen  of  a  foreign  state, 
could  not  do.  Hoping  that  Parliament  would  dis¬ 
pense  with  the  requirement  of  the  oath,  he  remained 
in  England  for  sixteen  months  and  then  went  to 
Scotland,  where  he  was  consecrated  by  the  Scotch 
bishops  Kilgour,  Petrie  and  Skinner,  at  Aberdeen, 
November  14,  1784.  He  returned  to  America  as  the 
first  Bishop  of  Connecticut  as  well  as  of  the  American 
church.  In  the  General  American  Convention  of 
1789,  by  action  of  the  House  of  Bishops  and  by 
virtue  of  seniority  of  consecration,  he  was  recognized 
as  the  first  to  hold  the  office  of  presiding  bishop. 
The  Episcopal  residence  of  Bishop  Seabury  was  in 
New  London,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  rector  of 
St.  James  Church  from  178  5  to  1796.  On  November 
18,  1790,  he  was  also  made  bishop  of  Rhode  Island. 

His  first  and  only  act  of  consecration  was  on 
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SEABURY 


September  17,  1792,  when  he  cooperated  with 
Bishops  Provoost,  White  and  Madison  in  the  consecra¬ 
tion  of  Thomas  John  Claggett,  Bishop  of  Maryland, 
through  whom  every  subsequent  bishop  of  the 
American  Church  traces  his  episcopal  lineage. 

Bishop  Seabury  received  the  degree  of  A.M.  from 
Columbia  College  in  1761,  and  that  of  D.D.  from 
the  University  of  Oxford  in  1777.  He  was  the 
author  of  "Free  Thoughts  on  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Continental  Congress,”  “The  Congress  Canvassed,” 
and  "A  View  of  the  Controversy  Between  Great 
Britain  and  Her  Colonies.”  The  Rev.  Eben  E. 
Bearsley,  D.D.,  wrote  "Life  and  Correspondence  of 
Samuel  Seabury”  (1881),  and  the  Rev.  William 
Jones  Seabury,  D.D.,  read  a  biography  of  Bishop 
Seabury  before  the  New  York  Genealogical  and 
Biographical  Society,  December  14,  1888,  which  was 
published  in  its  "Record,”  April,  1889,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  reprinted  in  pamphlet  form.  Bishop 
Seabury  died  in  New  London,  Connecticut,  February 
25,  1796,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  episcopate, 
having  been  in  orders  nearly  forty-three  years. 
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SEABURY 


He  married  Mary  Hicks,  daughter  of  Edward 
Hicks,  of  New  York. 

A  church  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Bishop 
Seabury  was  recently  built  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

Joseph  Seabury,  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  and  Martha 
(Pabodie)  Seabury,  was  born  June  8,  1678,  and  died 
in  Tiverton,  Rhode  Island,  August  22,  175  5.  He 
was  prominent  in  local  affairs  and  served  as  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  town  militia. 

He  married  (first),  September  25,  1701,  Phoebe 
Fobes,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  William  and  Elizabeth 
(South worth)  Fobes  of  Little  Compton.  She  died 
April  21,1715,  and  he  married  (second)  Mary  Ladd, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Tompkins) 
Ladd  of  Little  Compton.  She  was  born  March  5, 
1699,  and  died  February  26,  1734. 

Children  (of  the  first  marriage)  : 

(1)  Samuel,  born  June  5,  1702;  married,  March  2, 
1732,  Lydia  Ladd. 

(2)  Martha,  born  February  7,  1704;  married, 
August  16,  1723,  Benjamin  Manchester. 
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SEABURY 


(3)  Joseph,  born  December  2,  1703. 

(4)  Benjamin,  of  whom  further. 

(5)  Sion,  born  March  27,  1713;  married,  in  May, 
1733,  Anna  Butts. 

(6)  Mary,  born  April  17,  1713;  married,  October 
19,  1738,  Fobes  Southworth. 

Children  (of  the  second  marriage)  : 

(7)  Phoebe,  born  March  2,  1723. 

(8)  Hannah,  born  February  7,  1724;  married 
Charles  Codman. 

(9)  Gideon,  born  March  17,  1726;  married,  April 
22,  1737,  Priscilla  Shaw. 

(10)  John,  born  December  26,  1727. 

(11)  Elizabeth,  born  February  2,  1730;  married 
Daniel  Allen. 

(12)  Sarah,  born  December  4,  1732;  married  June  3, 
1733,  Daniel  Allen. 

(13)  Ichabod,  born  January  18,  1734. 

(Family  Records) 


Benjamin  Seabury,  son  of  Joseph  and  Phoebe 
(Fobes)  Seabury,  was  born  January  20,  1708,  in 
Little  Compton,  where  he  died  September  11,  1773. 


',1^ 

'  »  5  '  T  s:  ■ 


^1^  V 

'  i‘ 


•  '  *'  t .  ' 


^T7  '■’•  v.i 


yi‘.i. 

f  »  •  •  / 


'  '■  -i  '  ' 

►  -  ; 


ksJ 


teiv"'.'’'' V'^/ '  ’/’  -h'.' ’ 

W<- '''  % '  '  ’■■"'O'', A  ■ -1 


.\rt 


*u 


,♦;  *R 


If  ,V  I ,  -ta  I 


r 


V  ,  '  ..  V  ^:V^. 

•  ‘I  ‘  M  ‘  ’  4/. 

■» .'  /  ■  •  -■  <  ’  ■•,/.'  •  ■  •  .  / 

>;  '■■.  ’-v  ■\;'.-  ■■  ,  .'!' 

’  . V'  ‘  ,'<  1' 


■? 


'ii\’'’  '■  wi,’  f  ■'  ■''''■'  ■tyHw''' 


>ij4 1''  ''^0.: 


_  w  ■  r*-"!.  ^'*^*  ' *'  V*"'.’fv»r*^  '  ■ 

■  ■■■  r  ^!v!^»  >n.".'V/.‘.!:>^  y,y4*l  ,f'4  '  ':  ; 

t  • .’;  ’.'  1  Y  *.  a  •  ■  '.  ‘ 

‘V'  4, 


S'f. 

"H' 


v,r,^, ;  ■■ :;'. ' '  ■  ' !/'  ■  ■'  ■  -<•>  .  iv',!,-' 


.A  *^. 


>  .\^  iI/mW  m  .  . '  m 


.♦..  f».  V  * 


VM 


■A)  UJAA 


if  ■  .r  ^ 


V'.  1 


'•  ( 


^ .. 


? 


Vii«8i  ■' . .  1;,-  «*;({«£■ 


■"■■  f 

f. ■  '  'V/-,  ■.  i'.y'v-: 

,.,  f  4  '  .Ai'.  *Aii. 


•'  » i  ■  ■*  .  ■■'.■■<.■  ... 


■»:i 


UM,  A.  ■  r 


i;''  '»  I  .'■/.'l  ■  •;!'  , 

f  *  ;  .:J-“  ■  ■;  ■  ■'  ' 

■  .  M  n  • ' 


M-  ■ 


t  -1'' 


Em*!  •-. -  •(  ^  j't  *  *  '''/■>'  '^w  V 


SEABURY 


He  was  a  large  landholder  and  prominent  resident  of 
Little  Compton. 

He  married  in  1733,  Rebecca  South  worth,  born 
December  22,  1708,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary 
(Fobes)  South  worth  of  Little  Compton. 

Children: 

(1)  Mercy,  born  August  13,  1734. 

(2)  Mary,  born  January  25,  1736. 

(3)  Rebecca,  born  January  25,  1738;  married, 
January  21,  1758,  Peleg  Allen. 

(4)  Ruth,  born  November  26,  1739. 

(5)  Benjamin,  born  January  24,  1743. 

(6)  Fobes,  born  March  29,  1745,  died  June  1,  1746. 

(7)  Gideon,  born  March  1,  1747,  died  in  1827  or 
1837. 

(8)  Constant,  of  whom  further. 

(9)  Isaac,  born  November  3,  1751,  died  young. 

(Ibid.) 

Constant  Seabury,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Rebecca  (Southworth)  Seabury,  was  born  June  19, 
1749,  and  died  December  21,  1806. 


SEABURY 


He  married,  December  19,  1771,  Susannah  Gray. 

She  was  born  in  1751,  and  died  May  13,  1816. 

Children: 

(1)  Hannah,  born  March  19,  1772,  died  in  1776. 

(2)  Phebe,  born  April  17,  1774,  died  in  1776. 

(3)  Isaac,  born  March  19,  1776,  died  September  6, 
1859;  married,  December  13,  1797,  Abigail 
Simmons. 

(4)  Phebe,  born  May  13,  1778;  married,  November 
2,  1800,  George  Seabury. 

(5)  William,  of  whom  further. 

(6)  Hannah,  born  July  29,  1782,  died  June  8,  1834; 
married  Josiah  Willcox. 

(7)  Bridget,  born  September  14,  1784;  married 
Isaac  Cook. 

(8)  Ichabod,  born  November  18,  1786,  died 

September  6,  1859;  married,  January  1,  1809, 
Hannah  Lowry. 

(9)  Robert  Gray,  born  July  10,  1789;  married, 
January  3,  1813,  Caroline  Woodman. 

(10)  Elizabeth,  born  November  10,  1792;  married 
Daniel  Wilcox. 


f 


r 


.  V 


'  ^  '  .1  j?  t  # I 

9^.  '  m  .  f 


py'r 


5W 


•*f  ■  *\ 


w. 


-.1  lA  . 


,, _ F-li'lf'  ■*■ 


.  ....m 


iK'  \  t. 


'•*  'V  fc.' 


^  p 

M  < 


V.  ^‘i,  '■(mV-  Vi'*''  i 


i'iPs!!  ■  ■■  " 


!'  ’ 

v: 


h  -v 

-w 


>  * 


1 

i  u '  '  J 

;■’■>'  *« 

■  -.'i 


'.m,  '...,  -V"'  •■• 

'  fc  ^  ’  aI  '  '  •  I 


*t  '>l>.x'. 


I  y 


'  irwviBi  •' 


m 


»  ::^ 


m 


..  v 


'  \  ■\'  ■/'■'Wr'' 

•■  VM'^,  :  ■  ^.4^1  '  ■ 


....’.V  iH;  '  t  J 

•  ’  f  '  2, 


A  <* 


I  ^  ^ 

<  '■<<  i 


"*  ».i 


‘t  * 


#  / 


-  4  ■''  A  *'  '.'• 

Si ..  ■■  V  ,  ■  A 


..}  .'a 


(a 


*■  •  '  .^'  •  •  *  /  'll  'x 


. « 


•  <j  A.  .  ,  -  f  -  » •  •  -^  '  ‘*  :  ■  C  '' 

'.'•  ',  ■■  I-!  ' 


M 


kV.'I  41^,, 


t  ‘  \  'A  . 

t 

i  ■ 


}*''  4  'f 

4' '. .  '‘iF''  '■’ 


:>. 


*  ’  '  1 » •'. 

I  .  '  V  -4 

.  I  Vii  Hrt»V 


■■  '■tr  ■: 


mk 


1  ■> 


.  /te  ?  I  /'  acjrii  '/jnij  b  if  i  ' I  -  iLoncu 


WILLIAM  SEABURY„ 

1780  —  1852 
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FROM  OIL  PAINTING  IN  OLD  DARTMOUTH  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


SEABURY 


;  APT  AIN  WILLIAM  SEABURY,  son  of 
Constant  and  Susannah  (Gray)  Seabury, 

1780,  and  died  in  New  Bedford,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  July  30,  18  52.  He  commanded  merchant 
ships  out  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  for  many 


years,  and  moved  to  New  Bedford  in  1833.  The 
engraving  on  the  opposite  page  is  from  an  oil 
painting  made  in  Holland  during  one  of  his  voyages 
to  that  country  while  in  command  of  the  merchant 
ship  and  is  now  in  possession  of  the  Old 

Dartmouth  Historical  Society  of  New  Bedford. 
Captain  Seabury  retired  from  the  sea  several  years 
before  his  death. 


He  married  (first),  April  12,  1807,  Rhoda 
Woodman,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Priscilla 
(Negas)  Woodman  of  Little  Compton.  She  was 
born  December  11,  1786,  and  died  January  2,  1833. 
He  married  (second),  February  16,  1834,  Sally 
Woodman,  sister  of  his  first  wife.  She  was  born 
April  15,  178  5,  and  died  November  19,  1874,  in 
New  Bedford. 
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SEABURY 


Children  (of  the  first  marriage)  : 

(1)  Otis,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Edward  Woodman,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Louisa,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  William  Harrison,  of  whom  further. 

(  y  )  Julia  Ann,  of  whom  further. 

(6)  Humphrey  Woodman,  of  whom  further. 

(7)  Charles  Pinckney,  of  whom  further. 

(8)  Jason,  of  whom  further. 

(9)  Andrew  Jackson,  born  May  17,  1826,  died 
September  22,  1826. 
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SEABURY 


c/^^^N^TlS  SEABURY,  son  of  Captain  William 
I  Rhoda  (Woodman)  Seabury,  was 
\\L  J  born  in  Little  Compton,  September  1, 
1808,  and  died  in  New  Bedford,  June  2, 
1880.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Little  Compton  and  as  a  young  man  found  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  counting  room  of  Nathaniel  Church  of 
Fairhaven,  and  later  in  the  dry  goods  store  of 
Webster,  Chase  and  Company  of  Boston.  He  came 
to  New  Bedford  in  1832  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother,  Edward  Woodman  Seabury,  under 
the  firm  name  O.  and  E.  W.  Seabury,  merchant 
tailors  and  outfitters  for  whalemen.  This  establish¬ 
ment  in  time  became  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind 
in  the  city  and  did  a  thriving  business  until  18  50 
when  it  was  sold  to  Taber,  Read  and  Company. 

Otis  Seabury  was  actively  engaged  in  business  in 
New  Bedford  for  many  years,  and  after  he  disposed 
of  his  interest,  acted  as  agent  for  several  whaleships. 
He  was  also  active  in  the  management  of  a  line  of 
propeller  steamers  between  New  Bedford  and  New 
York  City  and  was  a  director  of  the  First  National 
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Bank  of  New  Bedford,  the  New  Bedford  Copper 
Company,  and  several  insurance  companies  that 
flourished  in  New  Bedford  during  the  days  of  the 
whaling  industry. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  ^^New  Bedford 
Mercury^^: 

**He  accumulated  a  handsome  fortune  by  his 
industry,  economy  and  devotion  to  business.  He 
was  sharp,  shrewd  and  sometimes  exacting,  but 
he  was  open,  frank  and  prompt  in  paying  others 
as  he  was  rigid  in  exacting  his  dues.  Those  who 
knew  him  well  in  his  business  transactions  bear 
willing  testimony  to  his  good  judgment,  his 
indomitable  will  and  energy,  and  his  sterling 
integrity.  There  are  men,  too,  who  knew  how 
good  a  friend  he  was,  and  by  whom  his  death 
will  be  mourned  as  a  personal  loss.” 

Otis  Seabury  married,  September  8,  183  5,  Caroline 
Amelia  Bailey,  daughter  of  Peleg  and  Sarah  (Gray) 
Bailey.  She  was  born  June  15,  1811,  and  died 
February  1,  1881,  in  New  Bedford. 

Children: 

(1)  Cornelia  Augusta,  born  May  22,  1836,  died 
August  6,  1921;  married,  June  5,  1855,  William 
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Cook,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  (Hudson) 
Cook,  born  August  17,  1833,  died  March  20, 
1876. 


Children: 

(i)  Clarence  Augustus,  born  January  11, 
1856,  died  January  1,  1919;  married.  May 
31,  1876,  Sarah  Lothrop  Allen,  born 
October  28,  1856,  died  August  20,  1923. 

Child: 

(i)  Bertha  Allen,  born  August  16,  1877, 
died  September  18,  1933;  married, 
October  15,  1905,  Frank  Allen 
Mosher. 

(ii)  Elizabeth  Borden,  born  January  14,  1858, 
died  September  27,  1938;  married,  June 
10,  1880,  William  Adam  Mackie,  born 
August  20,  1852,  died  February  2,  1928, 
son  of  Adam  and  Chloe  (Lawrence) 
Mackie  of  New  Bedford.  William  Adam 
Mackie  was  for  fifty  years  connected  with 
the  First  National  Bank  of  New  Bedford, 
which  he  entered  as  a  clerk  in  1869.  He 
subsequently  held  positions  as  cashier  and 
vice-president,  and  served  as  president 
from  1908  until  his  retirement  in  1919. 
When  the  old  Mackie  homestead  on  Parker 
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Street  in  New  Bedford  was  bought  by 
the  city  in  1865  as  an  addition  to  the  Oak 
Grove  Cemetery,  Mr.  Mackie  bought  a 
lot  on  the  site,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  he  is  buried  directly  under  the  room 
in  which  he  was  born.  No  children. 

(m)  Francis  Allerton,  born  April  6,  1861,  died 
May  4,  1865. 

(iv)  Mary  Thomas,  born  September  30,  1863, 
died  November  7,  1937;  married,  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  1885,  James  Easton  Stanton,  Jr., 
born  November  6,  1863,  died  January  25, 
1939,  son  of  Captain  James  Easton  Stanton, 
Sr.,  and  Elizabeth  W.  (Gifford)  Stanton. 
James  E.  Stanton,  Sr.,  was  a  successful 
whaling  master,  sailing  out  of  New 
Bedford,  and  his  son  who  retained  the 
"Jr.”  all  his  life,  became  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  textile  industry  in  New 
Bedford.  He  began  his  career  as  a  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Acushnet  Mill  and  sub¬ 
sequently  was  its  agent  in  New  York. 
About  1898  he  became  treasurer  of  the 
reorganized  Bennett  and  Columbia  Mills 
in  New  Bedford,  and  later  returned  to 
New  York  as  selling  agent  for  the  New 
England  Cotton  Yarn  Co.  He  also  con¬ 
ducted  a  commission  business  in  New 
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York  on  his  own  account,  and  in  1903 
returned  to  New  Bedford  to  become 
treasurer  of  the  Acushnet  and  Hathaway 
Mill  corporations.  He  resigned  from  the 
Acushnet  Mill  in  1926,  and  became  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Hathaway  Mill,  which  position 
he  held  until  his  death.  He  was  a  director 
of  numerous  corporations  and  served 
several  years  as  president  of  the  New 
Bedford  Cotton  Manufacturers’  Associa¬ 
tion. 

Children: 

(i)  Seabury,  born  October  9,  1892;  mar¬ 
ried,  December  21,  1916,  Jean 

Kellogg  Austin,  born  July  8,  1892, 
daughter  of  John  Lindsey  and  Jean 
(Kellogg)  Austin,  and  niece  of  the 
late  Frank  Billings  Kellogg,  Secretary 
of  State,  1925-29,  Ambassador  to 
the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  author 
of  the  Kellogg  Peace  Pact.  In  this 
connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  in  1940,  with  war  raging 
throughout  the  world,  a  memorial 
window,  having  universal  peace  for 
its  theme,  was  installed  in  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul 
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in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  memory 
of  Mr.  Kellogg. 

Mr.  Seabury  Stanton  received  his 
preliminary  education  at  the  Hackley 
School  in  Tarry  town,  New  York, 
and  graduated  from  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1915  with  the  degree  of 
A.B.  He  then  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Hathaway  Manufacturing 
Company  of  New  Bedford  and 
attended  night  classes  as  a  graduate 
student  in  the  New  Bedford  Textile 
School  until  1917,  when  he  enlisted 
in  the  United  States  Army  as  a 
private.  He  was  promoted  to  Second 
Lieutenant  of  the  Infantry  and 
served  with  the  American  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Forces  in  France,  1917-1919. 
Upon  his  return  to  this  country  he 
re-entered  the  employ  of  the  Hath¬ 
away  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
which  he  became  assistant  treasurer 
in  1922,  treasurer  in  1932,  director 
in  1933  and  in  1939  president  and 
treasurer,  which  positions  he  now 
holds. 

He  is  a  trustee  and  member  of  the 
Board  of  Investment  of  the  New 
Bedford  Institution  for  Savings, 
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director  of  the  Fall  River  Manu¬ 
facturers  Mutual  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  Merchants  National  Bank, 
New  Bedford,  and  Pairpoint  Corpo¬ 
ration  of  New  Bedford;  director  and 
member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  National  Rayon  Weaver’s 
Association,  director  of  the  National 
Association  of  Cotton  Manufacturers 
and  trustee  of  the  Masonic  Building 
Trust.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Harvard  and  the  Knickerbocker 
Clubs  of  New  York,  the  Harvard 
Club  of  Boston,  the  Wamsutta,  the 
Country  Club  and  New  Bedford 
Yacht  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  his  church  aflSliation  is 
with  the  Unitarian  church  of  New 
Bedford. 

Children: 

(i)  Jean,  born  December  21,  1917. 

{ii)  James  Everett,  born  February 
11,  1920. 

{Hi)  John  Kellogg,  born  July  13, 
1922. 

(ii)  Otis  Cook,  born  December  22,  1894; 
married  (first),  November  20,  1917, 
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Priscilla  Beacham,  born  August  14, 
1896,  daughter  of  Frederick  Benteen 
and  Emily  (Braughton)  Beacham; 
married  (second) ,  September  24, 
1937,  Mary  Dimon  Francis,  born 
February  29,  1908,  daughter  of 
Lewis  Witherbee  and  Sarah  Dimon 
(Chapman)  Francis. 

Mr.  Otis  Cook  Stanton  attended  the 
Friends’  Academy  in  New  Bedford 
until  1906  and  received  his  further 
education  at  the  Horace  Mann 
School,  New  York,  the  Hackley 
School,  Tarrytown,  New  York,  and 
Harvard  University  class  of  1917. 
On  April  4,  1917,  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Ensign,  United  States  Naval 
Reserve  Force.  He  was  in  command 
of  S.  P.  696  until  August,  1917, 
when  he  became  a  junior  oflScer  of 
the  Sixth  Division,  U.  S.  S.  Florida 
and  served  as  such  until  January, 
1919.  From  November,  1917,  until 
January,  1919,  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida 
to  which  he  was  attached  was  a  unit 
of  the  Sixth  Battle  Squadron  of  the 
British  Grand  Fleet  performing  all 
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duties  of  the  Grand  Fleet,  including 
accepting  surrender  of  the  German 
High  Seas  Fleet. 

In  1919  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Hathaway  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  is  now  assistant 
treasurer.  He  is  also  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  J.  E. 
Stanton,  Jr.,  Inc.,  selling  agents  for 
the  Hathaway  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Harvard  Club  of  New  York  City, 
the  Heights  Casino  Club  of  Brooklyn 
and  the  New  Bedford  Yacht  Club. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

Children  (of  the  first  marriage) : 

(i)  Emily,  born  November  3, 
1919;  married,  August  3, 
1940,  Edwin  Holbrook  Pierce 
of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  born 
September  24,  1916,  son  of 
Earle  and  Jessie  Weaver 
(Coria)  Pierce. 

(li)  Mary,  born  January  17,  1921; 
married,  September  16,  1939, 
Robert  Reid  Hill  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  born  May  24  ,1917, 
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SEABURY 


son  of  Robert  Reid  and  Susan 
(Banks)  Hill. 

(///)  Frederick  Beacham,  born  No¬ 
vember  19,  1922. 

(/V)  William  Cook,  born  November 
4,  1930. 

Child  (of  the  second  marriage) : 

{v)  Peter  West,  born  December 
27,  1938. 

(hi)  Elizabeth,  born  March  26,  1903, 
died  November  13,  1936;  married, 
July  13,  1929,  Theodore  Holton 
Rice,  born  May  24,  1894,  son 

of  William  Monroe  and  Anna 
(Holton)  Rice.  No  children. 

(v)  Cornelia  Seabury,  born  August  28,  1866; 
married,  June  25,  1898,  Dr.  Harlan  Page 
Abbott,  born  July  10,  1860,  son  of  John 
Rand  and  Hannah  Osgood  (True)  Abbott. 

Children: 

(i)  Elizabeth  True,  born  August  2, 
1899;  married,  September  26,  1931, 
Byron  Ainsworth  Pierce,  son  of 
William  Polleys  and  Sarah  (Pearson) 
Pierce.  No  children. 
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SEABURY 


(ii)  Hope  Abbott,  born  May  14,  1902; 
married,  April  10,  1926,  Dwight 
Kellogg  Bartlett,  Jr.,  son  of  Dwight 
and  Maud  (Orr)  Bartlett, 

Children: 

(/)  Edward  Otis,  born  June  17, 
1927. 

{ii)  Harlan  Abbott,  born  October 
9,  1928. 

{Hi)  Dwight  Kellogg  Bartlett,  III, 
born  March  23,  1931. 

(vi)  Otis  Seabury,  born  July  30,  1873,  died 
February  3,  1939.  LL.B.,  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity,  1896,  Boston  University  1897. 
Practiced  in  New  Bedford  as  member  of 
the  firm  of  Cook,  Brownell,  Taber  and 
Sherman.  Married,  December  13,  1899, 
Katharine  Lee  Mathews,  born  May  29, 
1870,  daughter  of  William  Henry 
and  Katherine  Treadway  (Macomber) 
Mathews. 

Children: 

(i)  Stanton  Mathews,  born  February  10, 
1901,  died  August  7,  1902. 

(ii)  Seabury,  born  December  14,  1903. 
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SEABURY 


(Hi)  Helen,  born  November  22,  1906. 

(iv)  Barbara,  born  September  16,  1908. 

(v)  Cornelia,  born  May  30,  1910,  died 
February  20,  1919. 

(2)  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  October  14,  1840,  in 
New  Bedford,  where  she  died  January  5,  1922. 
Unmarried. 

(3)  Caroline  Otis,  born  May  22,  1846,  in  New 
Bedford,  where  she  died  September  24,  1914. 
Unmarried. 


(Family  Records  —  New 
Bedford  Vital  Records  — 
New  Bedford  *‘Mercury”) 
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SEABURY 


^DWARD  WOODMAN  SEABURY,  son 
^  ^  of  Captain  William  and  Rhoda  (Wood¬ 


man)  Seabury,  was  born  in  Tiverton, 
January  3,  1810,  and  died  in  New 
Bedford,  February  1,  1884.  His  boyhood  was  spent 
in  Little  Compton  where  he  attended  the  local 
schools.  In  1832  he  joined  his  brother  Otis  in  the 
clothing  and  outfitting  business  in  New  Bedford, 
and  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  whaling  industry 
until  18  50,  when  he  retired.  He  maintained  a 
beautiful  residence  on  Fifth  Avenue  in  New  York 
City  and  was  deeply  interested  in  civic  welfare  and 
in  the  Unitarian  Church  of  New  Bedford,  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  The  following  from  the  ^^New 
Bedford  Mercury^^  is  indicative  of  his  high  standing 
in  the  community: 


'*He  was  a  very  quiet  man,  reserved  but 
pleasant  in  his  manner,  and  kindly  in  dis¬ 
position.  He  was  deserving  the  respect  which 
was  accorded  him  as  an  upright  and  honest 
gentleman.” 
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MARTHA  THURSTON  HEATH 


SEABURY 


FROM  OIL  PAINTING  IN  OLD  DARTMOUTH  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


SEABURY 


Edward  Woodman  Seabury  married,  March  20, 
1838,  Martha  Thurston  Heath,  daughter  of  Samuel 
W.  and  Mary  (Woodman)  Heath  of  New  Bedford. 
She  was  born  February  8,  1820,  and  died  November 
19,  1885. 

Child: 

(1)  Gardner  Thurston,  of  whom  further. 
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SEABURY 


(  ARDNER  THURSTON  SEABURY, 


son 


of  Edward  Woodman  and  Martha 


Thurston  (Heath)  Seabury,  was  born 
June  20,  1839,  and  died  in  Tarry  town. 
New  York,  while  visiting  his  aunt,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Jones,  June  2,  1906.  He  married  Clara  Vinton,  born 
September  8,  18  53,  who  died  in  New  York,  January 
5,  1916.  No  children. 


Gardner  Thurston  Seabury  was,  from  time  to 
time,  associated  with  his  father  in  business,  but  never 
engaged  in  active  business  for  himself.  He  was  a  man 
of  elegant  appearance  and  prominent  in  social  life 
in  New  York  and  occasionally  made  visits  to  New 
Bedford.  After  his  death  Mrs.  Seabury  adopted  a 
son,  Albert  Hill  Seabury,  who  died  in  New  York, 
October  22,  1936. 
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SEABURY 

Clara  Vinton  Seabury  erected  the  Seabury 
Memorial  Home  at  Mount  Vernon,  New  York,  in 
memory  of  her  husband.  This  Home,  of  which  an 
illustration  appears  in  this  volume,  is  *'for  those  who 
have  labored  in  literature,  art,  music,  education  or 
any  of  the  various  professions.”  It  is  non-sectarian 
and  is  supported  by  annual  and  occasional  contri¬ 
butions,  together  with  income  from  permanent 
funds. 


(Ibid.) 


^  ^  'Owiv 

I^CW  '  l'  '  ‘  Si  \ 


*  n 


tA 


■  V  •  *  '  '  '-^ 

,.  r-  •■  ■'  -'  .^  ‘  '  <•  ’’■  i  ■  *''  ■ 

'W" 


m 


I™ 


a 


»  ,  n  ' ' 

t 


'-  i 


^  I*-'*? 


■  4 ,;..  -.I  V'  , -.v /‘'r.v, •  :vn:^  f ’-,' 

. '  r  ’» .’  ■  *  ■  it  ‘  >” ' ' ''  r»'  ■'  ■'■  * 


■.'  i. -i’/'l' ff’.'/fei} 


'  .'■♦I*.  >  ,  '  '  '  •• 

;h/ 


iA,.V  .,^' 


»  ‘A.-J,’  .  .-iv*- 

r''  ' 

/  „  i'vS'  '  ■ 


0 


Louisa  Seabury  Cushman 


FROM  OIL  PAINTING  IN  OLD  DARTMOUTH  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


SEABURY 


OUISA  SEABURY,  daughter  of  Captain 
William  and  BJioda  (Woodman)  Seabury, 
was  born  in  Tiverton,  November  11, 
1811,  and  died  in  New  Bedford,  January 
3,  1895.  She  married,  June  11,  1835,  Captain 
Benjamin  Cushman,  of  whom  further.  Mrs. 
Cushman  was  a  quiet  and  pious  woman  and  of  a 
sympathetic  and  tolerant  nature.  She  had  the  mis¬ 
fortune  of  losing  all  her  children  when  they  were 
very  young  and  while  her  husband  was  at  sea. 


Children: 

(1)  William  Butler,  born  February  16,  1836,  died 
March  1,  1841. 

(2)  Rhoda  Louisa,  born  July  31,  1837,  died  March 
3,  1841. 

(3)  William  Butler,  born  February  1,  1845,  died 
July  10,  1852. 
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(Captain  benjamin  cushman,  son 

1/  of  Heman  and  Deborah  (Butler)  Cush- 
man,  was  born  February  10,  1814,  in 
New  Bedford,  where  he  died  March  6, 
1878.  He  went  to  sea  as  a  mere  boy  and  was  in 
command  of  the  whaleship  ^^Marcia^’  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  The  ^^Marcia*^  sailed  from  Fairhaven 
to  the  Pacific,  June  17,  1 83  5,  and  returned  November 
22,  1836,  with  180  barrels  of  sperm  oil  and  2,120 
barrels  of  whale  oil.  Captain  Cushman  subsequently 
made  six  profitable  voyages  to  the  Pacific  and  Indian 
Oceans,  and  at  various  times  was  in  command  of  the 
^^Arab/'  the  James  Monroe/^  the  ^'Morea/^  the 
^^Sophia/^  and  the  ^^Sea  Breeze.^^ 

Captain  Cushman  was  energetic  and  enterprising 
and  one  of  the  best  known  whaling  masters  of 
Fairhaven  and  New  Bedford,  where  he  lived  and 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  ^^New  Bedford 
Mercury’^: 

^'Captain  Cushman  was  a  native  of  New 
Bedford,  and  commenced  going  to  sea  at  a  very 
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early  age,  and  when  twenty-one  commanded  a 
whaleship.  He  was  a  successful  shipmaster,  of 
great  physical  vigor,  and  managed  his  voyages 
with  remarkable  prudence.  Retiring  from  the 
whaling  service  some  twenty  years  since,  he 
made  occasional  voyages  in  the  merchant  serv¬ 
ice,  and  in  steamships.  Of  late  years  he  had 
engaged  in  no  active  business,  having  accu¬ 
mulated  a  handsome  property;  and  he  enjoyed 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  community.” 

Captain  Benjamin  Cushman  married,  June  11, 
183  5,  Louisa  Seabury,  q.  v. 
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^7^  jj^ILLIAM  HARRISON  SEABURY,  son 
fX  /  Captain  William  and  Rhoda  (Wood¬ 
man)  Seabury,  was  born  in  Tiverton, 
^  November  15,  1813,  and  died  in  New 
Bedford,  January  27,  1897.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  came  to  New  Bedford 
with  his  parents  in  1833.  He  was  a  merchant  and 
ship  chandler  and  for  many  years  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Wood  and  Brownell,  of  which  his  brother- 
in-law,  William  O.  Brownell,  also  was  a  partner. 
This  concern  was  one  of  the  best  known  in  New 
Bedford  and  did  a  thriving  business  in  supplying 
whaling  ships.  Mr.  Seabury  accumulated  a  hand¬ 
some  fortune  and  was  a  man  of  excellent  character. 
He  was  highly  respected  in  New  Bedford,  where  he 
spent  his  last  years  in  quiet  retirement. 


William  Harrison  Seabury  married.  May  9,  1839, 
Lydia  Ann  Brownell,  daughter  of  Major  and  Alice 
(Brownell)  Brownell.  She  was  born  in  January, 
1816,  and  died  May  30,  1891. 


Children: 

(1)  Captain  William  Brownell,  of  whom  further. 
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(2)  Rhoda  Louisa,  born  March  8,  1843,  died  March 
20,  1906.  Married  in  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey, 
November  9,  1879,  Nathaniel  Boomer  Church 
born  October  3,  1845,  died  April  18,  1916, 
son  of  Captain  Joseph  and  Jemima  (Boomer) 
Church. 

Children: 

(i)  Mary  Louise,  born  July  22,  1883,  died 
January  3,  1888. 

(ii)  Nathaniel  Boomer,  Jr.,  born  July  24,  1887. 

(Ibid.) 
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(SaPTAIN  william  BROWNELL  SEA- 

l(?^)  P  BURY,  son  of  William  Harrison  and 
Lydia  Ann  (Brownell)  Seabury,  was  born 
in  New  Bedford,  September  3,  1840,  and 
died  in  Ross  Valley,  San  Rafael,  California,  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  1906.  Of  a  long  line  of  seafaring  ancestors, 
he  was  naturally  inclined  and  temperamentally  fitted 
for  the  life  of  a  sailor,  and  when  he  was  twelve  years 
old  his  uncle.  Captain  Humphrey  Seabury,  took 
him  on  a  voyage  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  taught  him 
the  rudiments  of  navigation.  He  attended  school 
in  New  Bedford  until  18  5  5  when  he  shipped  on  the 
ketch  ^^Commerce^^  and  for  the  next  ten  years  served 
in  various  capacities  on  sailing  vessels.  His  ship  was 
engaged  in  transporting  troops  during  the  Civil 
War. 

Captain  Seabury  entered  the  service  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company  shortly  after  the  War  as 
master  of  the  S.  S.  ^^City  of  Vanama.^^  His  ability 
was  soon  recognized  and  he  was  promoted  to 
command  the  S.  S.  ^^ChinUy^  the  pride  of  the  Pacific, 
and  when  the  S.  S.  ^^Korea^^  of  the  Pacific  Steamship 


SEABURY 


Company’s  fleet  was  built,  Captain  Seabury  was 
given  the  title  of  Commodore.  He  was  about  to  take 
command  of  the  S.  S.  ''Mongolia,^'  new  flagship  of 
the  line,  when  death  intervened. 

His  experiences  were  many  and  thrilling.  With 
the  S.  S.  ^^China^^  he  broke  the  record  from  San 
Francisco  to  Honolulu  in  1896,  and  in  January, 
1906,  broke  his  own  record  between  these  ports  with 
the  S.  S.  ^^Korea^^;  time  four  days,  twenty-two  hours, 
fifty-three  minutes. 

Captain  Seabury  saw  active  service  in  two  great 
conflicts,  the  Civil  War  and  the  Spanish- American 
War.  In  the  latter  he  was  Commodore  of  the  fleet 
that  relieved  Admiral  Dewey  at  Manila.  His  record 
for  miles  of  sea  travel  and  successful  round  trips 
between  California  and  the  Orient  has  probably 
never  been  equaled  by  another  captain.  Long  before 
his  death  and  while  in  command  of  the  S.  S. 
at  the  request  of  friends,  he  figured  that  he  had 
traveled  2,172,100  nautical  miles;  had  made  101 
round  trips.  New  York  to  Colon;  one  round  trip 
from  New  York  to  San  Francisco  through  the 
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Straits  of  Magellan;  68  round  trips,  San  Francisco 
to  China;  56  round  trips,  San  Francisco  to  Puget 
Sound;  49  round  trips  San  Francisco  to  Panama;  5 
round  trips,  San  Francisco  to  Australia,  and  one 
voyage  from  Glasgow,  Scotland,  to  San  Francisco 
through  the  Suez  Canal. 

Captain  Seabury  was  internationally  known  as  a 
skilled  and  efficient  commander  and  was  so  regarded 
by  the  officials  of  his  company.  He  was  without 
doubt  one  of  the  best  known  men  on  the  Pacific 
coast  and  extremely  popular  with  his  passengers. 
He  made  many  lasting  friendships  with  American 
and  foreign  statesmen  and  celebrities,  and  was 
especially  well  known  in  Great  Britain  where  the 
London  expressed  regret  at  the  time  of  his 

passing. 

Many  incidents  of  his  courage  and  cool  judgment 
in  the  face  of  danger  have  been  told  by  his  officers 
and  persons  who  were  passengers  on  his  ships.  At  one 
time  a  Chilean  warship  challenged  him  and 
demanded  that  he  stop,  which  he  refused  to  do 
because  he  suspected  the  action  and  the  motive  of 
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the  commander  of  the  warship,  and  although  a  shot 
was  fired  across  his  bow  he  ordered  full  speed  ahead 
and  brought  his  ship  safely  into  port.  At  another 
time  when  near  the  Asiatic  coast  a  typhoon  had 
swept  the  ocean  and  tremendous  waves  dashed  over 
the  ship.  All  passengers  were  sent  below  and  the 
crew  was  ordered  to  stand  by  the  life  boats  while 
Captain  Seabury  and  his  first  officer  stood  on  the 
bridge.  Suddenly  a  gigantic  billow  came  towards  the 
ship  and  Captain  Seabury  said  to  his  mate,  ''Good¬ 
bye,  I  guess  we  are  gone  this  time.’’  Almost 
instantly  the  vessel  was  submerged  and  it  seemed 
she  was  going  to  the  bottom.  Captain  Seabury  said 
afterwards,  "I  tell  you,  I  was  proud  of  my  ship  when 
she  righted  herself.” 

At  another  time  when  traveling  towards  San 
Francisco  it  was  discovered  that  the  coal  in  the 
bunkers  was  burning.  The  fire  could  not  be  extin¬ 
guished.  Captain  Seabury  ordered  all  hatches  firmly 
fastened  down  and  the  steamer  full  speed  ahead. 
A  panic  broke  out  among  the  passengers,  but  the 
Captain  calmly  announced  that  dinner  was  ready. 
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and  seated  himself  at  his  table.  The  passengers 
followed,  reasoning  that  if  the  Captain  was  so  calm 
there  could  be  no  serious  danger.  Captain  Seabury 
beached  the  steamer  at  the  first  possible  place  and 
all  on  board  were  safely  placed  in  the  life  boats  before 
the  steamer  burst  into  flames.  He  was  highly  com¬ 
mended  by  the  press  all  over  the  world  for  his  quick 
decision  and  bravery. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  San  Francisco 
^^Examiner^^  of  December  27,  1906: 

"Captain  William  B.  Seabury,  the  veteran 
commander  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com¬ 
pany  and  as  well  known  in  the  East  and  Orient 
as  in  this  city,  died  Christmas  night  from  the 
effects  of  the  accident  that  befell  him  about  a 
week  ago.  The  news  of  his  death  caused  sorrow 
among  the  Pacific  Mail  Company's  employees 
as  well  as  in  marine  circles  generally.  It  was 
found  that  in  the  fall  from  the  embankment  in 
the  grounds  of  S.  B.  McNear  the  Captain's  spine 
had  been  injured,  and  the  surgeons  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  operate  on  him  when  he  died. 

"Captain  Seabury  was  in  the  service  of  the 
Pacific  Mail  Company  for  about  forty  years, 
and  was  rated  as  one  of  the  best  navigators  of 
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the  Pacific.  He  had  the  command  of  the  steamer 
^China^  when  she  was  the  pride  of  the  Pacific,  and 
when  the  big  passenger  liner  ^Korea*  was  built 
he  was  given  the  command  of  that  vessel.  A  short 
time  ago  he  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  two 
trips,  and  it  was  while  on  his  ranch  near 
Guerneville  that  he  was  called  to  command  of 
the  big  steamer  ^Mongolia,^  He  assumed  charge 
of  the  vessel,  and  while  waiting  for  the  day  of 
sailing  accepted  the  hospitality  of  S.  B.  McNear 
and  remained  at  his  home  at  Ross  Valley.  On 
December  18  th,  while  walking  about  the 
grounds  after  dinner  he  stumbled  and  fell  from 
a  six  foot  embankment.  The  following  day  he 
was  found  to  be  paralyzed,  but  his  mind  was 
clear.  He  grew  worse  after  a  few  days  and 
finally  succumbed  to  his  injuries. 

**Captain  Seabury  was  sixty-five  years  old. 

He  had  spent  fifty  years  at  sea,  and  had  never 
lost  a  ship.” 

The  account  of  his  funeral  in  the  ^^San  Francisco 
CaW^  issue  of  December  29,  1906,  was  as  follows: 

**The  funeral  service  over  the  remains  of  the 
late  Captain  W.  B.  Seabury,  commodore  of  the 
Pacific  Mail  service,  was  held  yesterday  at  the 
First  Unitarian  Church  in  this  city.  Cremation 
took  place  later  at  the  Odd  Fellows’  Cemetery. 
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**The  church  was  crowded  and  in  the  throng 
there  were  many  lifetime  friends  of  the  dead 
sailorman  to  pay  the  last  token  of  respect  to 
his  memory. 

**R.  P.  Schwerin,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Company,  was  one 
of  the  pall  bearers  and  every  other  important 
official  of  the  steamship  company  was  present. 

The  pilot  commissioners  were  there  and  most  of 
the  pilots.  The  captain  of  every  Pacific  Mail 
liner  in  port  attended  and  among  the  mourners 
were  many  men  prominent  in  business  and 
social  life.  Rev.  John  Howland  Lathrop  of  the 
Berkeley  Unitarian  Church  conducted  the  service 
and  in  a  few  simple  words  paid  a  tribute  to  the 
living  worth  of  W.  B.  Seabury,  whose  passing 
away  takes  from  the  American  merchant  marine 
one  of  its  most  inspiring  figures.” 

Captain  William  Brownell  Seabury  married, 
March  2,  1870,  Maria  Kelsey  Almy,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Sophia  (Allen)  Almy.  She  was  born 
in  New  Bedford  September  12,  1848. 

Children: 

(1)  Benjamin  Harrison,  born  November  26,  1870, 
died  May  14,  1940;  married,  June  1,  1898, 
Harriet  Gertrude  Wilson,  daughter  of  Isaiah 
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Judson  and  Margaret  (Long)  Wilson.  She  was 
born  August  28,  1870.  No  children. 

(2)  William  Brownell,  Jr.,  born  July,  1882. 
Drowned  in  San  Francisco  Bay,  January  22, 
1899. 

(3)  Almy,  born  April  13,  1884;  married,  June  3, 
1914,  Margaret  Louise  Fallan,  born  April  26, 
1885,  daughter  o£  John  F.  and  Ellen  (Dooley) 
Fallan. 

Children: 

(i)  Helen  Maria,  born  May  9,  1915. 

(ii)  William  Brownell,  born  May  31,  1917. 

(Family  data  —  **San 
Francisco  Examiner** — 
**San  Francisco  Call**) 
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SULIA  ANN  SEABURY,  daughter  of 
Captain  William  and  Rhoda  (Woodman) 
Seabury,  was  born  May  19,  1815,  in  New 
Bedford,  where  she  died  January  12,  1872. 
She  was  unmarried. 

Miss  Seabury  was  well  known  in  New  Bedford 
for  her  charitable  acts  and  kindly  disposition.  She 
was  of  an  unassuming  and  retiring  nature  and  her 
life  was  one  of  exemplary  devotion  to  members  of 
her  family. 

(Family  records) 
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APTAIN  HUMPHREY  WOODMAN 
SEABURY,  son  of  Captain  William  and 
Rhoda  (Woodman)  Seabury,  was  born 
in  Tiverton,  June  28,  1817,  and  died  in 
New  Bedford  on  his  birthday  in  1891.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Little  Compton 
and  Tiverton  and  later  in  New  Bedford,  coming 
with  his  parents  to  that  city  when  he  was  sixteen 
years  old. 

New  Bedford  was  then  at  the  height  of  its 
prosperity  as  one  of  the  principal  whaling  ports  of 
the  country.  The  bustle  and  activity  of  the  wharves, 
where  some  of  America’s  most  famous  whaling 
vessels  were  to  be  seen,  fascinated  the  youth  and 
the  glamour  of  whale  fishing  appealed  strongly  to 
his  adventurous  spirit.  He  soon  decided  on  a  sea¬ 
faring  career  and  made  his  first  voyage  on  a  coasting 
vessel  plying  between  New  Bedford  and  New  York. 
He  made  his  first  deep-sea  voyage  as  foremast  hand 
on  the  barque  commanded  by  his  father. 

Captain  William  Seabury,  and  learned  from  him  the 
art  of  navigation.  The  was  bound  for 
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Holland  where  the  picturesque  scenery  and  quaint 
customs  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  young 
sailor.  In  later  life  he  liked  to  tell  of  this  trip  and 
his  retentive  memory  enabled  him  to  describe  the 
scenes  so  clearly  that  when  his  daughters  visited 
Holland  in  adult  life  it  seemed  familiar  territory  to 
them  because  of  their  father’s  reminiscences  of  his 
first  trip  abroad. 

Upon  his  return  from  Holland  the  lure  of 
whaling  decided  him  to  make  his  next  voyage  on  a 
whaler.  He  sailed  from  New  Bedford  December  8, 
183  5,  on  the  ^^Corinthian^^  commanded  by  Captain 
Leonard  Crowell.  He  was  promoted  twice  while  at 
sea  and  at  the  end  of  the  voyage,  February  19,  1839, 
returned  as  third  mate,  and  rated  as  an  experienced 
whaler. 

His  second  trip  was  as  first  officer  of  the 
owned  by  Gideon  Allen,  and  commanded  by 
Captain  James  H.  Sherman.  The  ^^CoraV^  sailed 
June  16,  1839,  and  arrived  home  June  11,  1842, 
after  a  very  profitable  but  hazardous  trip  off  the 
coast  of  Peru  and  the  Galapagos  Islands.  During  the 
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voyage  whales  were  sighted  eighty-nine  times  and 
catches  made  in  fifty-eight  instances.  The  total 
catch  aggregated  one  hundred  and  two,  a  record 
surpassed  in  but  few  cases  in  the  entire  history  of 
whale  fishing. 

On  this  trip  Captain  Seabury’s  courage  in  the 
face  of  danger  was  fully  demonstrated.  On  June  1  5, 
1841,  boats  were  sent  out  after  a  one  hundred  barrel 
sperm  whale  sighted  south  of  the  Galapagos  Islands. 
The  whale  rushed  the  boats  and  crushed  two  of  them 
in  its  powerful  jaws.  One  sailor  was  drowned  and 
another,  Jethro  S.  Studley,  was  about  to  go  down 
for  the  last  time  when  first  mate  Seabury  dove  into 
the  icy  water  and  brought  him  to  safety. 

Aside  from  being  profitable,  these  two  voyages 
had  given  him  the  opportunity  to  demonstrate  his 
ability  and  resourcefulness  and  when  on  November 
16,  1842,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  sailed  on 
his  third  whaling  voyage,  it  was  on  his  own  quarter¬ 
deck  as  captain  of  the  ''Coral,''  Thirty-nine  sperm 
and  ten  right  whales  were  captured  on  this  voyage, 
which  ended  March  9,  1846.  His  last  voyage  as 
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commander  of  the  made  history.  Leaving 

New  Bedford  November  17,  1846,  he  took  the  ship 
around  Cape  Horn,  cruising  the  Pacific,  and  captured 
one  hundred  whales,  returning  home  June  11,  18  50, 
with  a  cargo  of  3,3  5 0  barrels  of  sperm  oil  which  was 
sold  for  $123,000.  This  approached  an  all-time  high 
record  in  the  history  of  New  Bedford’s  whaling 
industry. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  successful  trip.  Captain 
Seabury  retired  from  whale  fishing,  although  he  did 
not  entirely  give  up  the  sea.  He  sailed  as  captain  of 
the  ship  ^^Mechanic^s  Own^^  to  the  Sandwich  Islands 
in  18  53,  taking  supplies  to  whaling  vessels  in  return 
for  a  cargo  of  oil  and  whalebones.  In  1 8  5  6  he  made 
a  voyage  to  Pernambuco  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  as  com¬ 
mander  of  the  merchant  ship  ^^Commerce^^^  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  wife  and  his  nephew,  William 
Brownell  Seabury.  Captain  Seabury’s  last  command 
was  the  ^^Scotland^^  owned  by  O.  and  E.  W.  Seabury. 
He  sailed  for  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  May,  1860,  and 
returned  in  December  of  the  same  year  with  239 
barrels  of  sperm  oil  and  7  barrels  of  whale  oil. 


NEW  BEDFORD  CITY  GOVERNMENT  1869-1870 

Left  to  right,  standing:  Joseph  Buckminster,  Alderman;  James  B.  Congdon,  Treasurer;  Orrick  Smaley,  City  Marshal-  Henry 
T.  Leonard,  City  Clerk;  Humphrey  W.  Seabury,  Alderman.  Seated:  Joshua  W.  Frost,  Alderman;  George  G  Gifford  Aider- 
man  ;  George  B.  Richmond,  Mayor ;  Caleb  L.  Ellis,  Alderman ;  Isaac  C.  Sherman,  Alderman- 
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During  these  voyages  his  elder  brother  Otis  acted  as 
his  agent  and  managed  his  affairs  at  home. 

Captain  Seabury’s  business  interests  on  land  con¬ 
stantly  increased  and,  in  1860,  at  the  height  of  his 
career  as  a  master  mariner,  and  when  the  whaling 
industry  was  at  its  peak,  he  retired  to  devote  his  time 
entirely  to  the  management  of  these  interests.  With 
the  exception  of  one  short  journey  westward  to 
superintend  the  construction  of  a  section  of  railroad, 
the  remainder  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  various 
enterprises  which  added  greatly  to  the  material 
prosperity  of  New  Bedford.  His  retirement  from 
business  occurred  in  1872,  but  until  the  end  of  his 
life  he  was  an  active  factor  in  civic,  religious  and 
philanthropic  affairs. 

Captain  Seabury  was  in  no  sense  a  politician,  but 
he  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  city  government  and 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  from 
the  Fifth  Ward  in  1868.  He  served  a  full  term 
during  1869  and  was,  according  to  the  Mayor,  Mr. 
George  B.  Richmond,  "the  backbone  of  the  admin¬ 
istration.”  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  New 
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Bedford  school  committee  and  the  following  from 
the  ^^New  Bedford  Mercury^*  is  indicative  of  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  he  performed  his  duties: 

*'He  was  a  faithful,  conscientious,  public- 
spirited  servant,  positive  in  his  opinions  and 
plain  in  his  expression  of  them.  His  honesty  was 
of  the  rugged  and  uncompromising  type,  as 
sterling  in  matters  of  principle  as  in  those 
which  involved  money.  He  was  an  active  and 
ardent  Republican,  holding  to  the  extreme 
temperance  wing  of  the  party,  and  as  such  for 
many  years,  conspicuous  in  the  primary  meet¬ 
ings,  where  he  led  many  a  fight  with  the  so-called 
liberal  faction.  He  was  a  good  citizen  whose 
influence  and  example  were  always  exerted 
fearlessly  in  the  way  he  believed  to  be  right.” 

Captain  Seabury  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Port  Society  of  New  Bedford  and 
an  associate  member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association,  in  which  he  took  a  special  interest  and 
contributed  liberally  to  its  support.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Indian  Association  which  met  some¬ 
times  at  his  house  and  at  other  times  at  Thomas 
Rodman’s.  He  was  a  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  New  Bedford  for  many  years  and  his  serv- 
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SEABURY 


ices  to  this  institution  were  of  great  value.  The 
following  resolution  was  adopted  at  the  time  of  his 
death: 

‘‘July  7,  1891. 

**The  Directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
New  Bedford,  wishing  to  express  their  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  services  of  their  late  associate, 
Humphrey  W.  Seabury,  and  their  regard  for  his 
memory,  adopt  the  following  resolutions: 

'^Resolved:  The  Directors  of  this  bank 
desire  to  place  upon  record  their  sense  of  loss 
they  have  sustained  in  the  death  of  Humphrey 
W.  Seabury.  Pleasant,  kind  and  cordial  in  all 
his  relations  with  us,  he  possessed  also  the  higher 
qualifications  of  integrity,  carefulness  and  a 
sensitive  honor  in  all  relations  of  business  and 
affairs.  His  outspoken  frankness  was  always 
that  no  one  ever  dared  to  suggest  or  advise  to 
him  a  mean  or  dishonest  course. 

"'Resolved:  That  these  Resolutions  be 
entered  upon  the  Records  of  the  Institution  and 
a  copy,  signed  by  the  President  and  Cashier,  be 
forwarded  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

(Signed)  W.  P.  Winsor, 

SecretaryJ^ 
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SEABURY 


Captain  Seabury  was  as  successful  in  his  business 
dealings  on  shore  as  he  had  been  in  commanding  a 
ship  at  sea.  Contrary  to  the  general  belief  in  those 
days  that  a  sailor  was  unfitted  for  anything  except 
the  sea,  he  demonstrated  that  a  sea  captain  could  also 
be  a  useful  and  progressive  citizen.  When  others 
came  to  him  for  advice  or  assistance  and  complained 
that  they  were  not  fitted  for  certain  work  on  land  he 
would  encourage  them  by  his  own  example  and  show 
them  how  to  fit  themselves  for  the  work  or  business 
in  which  they  were  about  to  engage.  He  was  of  the 
Quaker  faith  and  a  regular  attendant  at  the  New 
Bedford  Friends’  Meetings.  The  various  charities 
sponsored  by  the  Society  of  Friends,  as  well  as  those 
of  other  denominations,  received  his  liberal  support. 
Whether  he  gave  a  large  amount  to  a  church,  an 
organized  charity,  or  extended  a  helping  hand  to  an 
unfortunate  individual,  it  was  always  done  in  a  most 
unostentatious  manner,  thoroughly  characteristic  of 
his  quiet,  unassuming  nature.  He  was  one  of  the 
best-liked  captains  of  his  day,  extremely  careful  and 
solicitous  for  the  welfare  and  safety  of  his  men,  so 


•  -j  ,  ,J^  'VVj'  \  '■^ 

f.  j'v  ;, 


:  '  ‘  Wm§E 


1 « 


^  ■ 
«  I 


'f  .  » 


•■?■  ":iN 
■■'  ..  t.‘ 

i 


■.  i*  '  , 


V  'j.  ^  * 

'  '''  ‘  ■“• 


.1 


'>  m  VU 


■w 

'u 


,l  >  '■' 

1 


« 


■ 


j'  f  ‘  ’  '  •■  •  *  *  * 

9W:  O J  ■^«iv  m 

,,  ■  >J  /,'■*  1  ^4^  iv^,4v  W.' J 

wS.'i*  ...  ^ 


‘i'  y*  .,1  v'l™. 

If ',  <  IV ■  >■' 

Li*  '  '.  '1  '  J-i  *  ■  '^v'*v'  1  '  »  -v.  .,,**i] 

i  ■  'i'  ''’/.yi\lHw  *' A  V  ■‘n 

.'>‘  . *  *« ^  ■' jfi  I* K c'j^  \'.i'  ij  ‘  *'  *  filL « 


yi'Vv'ji  WAjY-* 4.)a%y.M-t  t,  jBbP 
'j'iV'.’S  •  WOJii  74  '  'iiL^I-i'  .'-yMt^EBM  .. '  ■'■>;• /ete'  ,<  ■  >-^/. 

i'.;,..’-  "  'v'liftl  <r.. ‘.*,,  ji.'lf  v-i-f 

•V  '•.'■Lm  4  ,#'■  '■'"'  ^ 

1.*.|  3  r|  ,  ( ■.  <  •  ‘  tM-* "  '  .  A  i  (  /  o  — 


•.  .  t,  i 

.1  '  '.  1 


.  J .  .  .  . 


I  w 


■  v 


J)fe','; f  i..v«. .’S' ” 

■| -.■'S' ...I,  'V,'!*  A.,'.- 


■HH 


;Va«/ 

i,‘  I  '■.  ^  ^*4 

ft'-'u'.i  i 


•»  i* 


*-5V"  .jf:-*  /' 

r  . 


V 


■  ‘  ^  'f‘  ■  ■  '  "v*  .'  i;i’*>.<-  '  „ 

-*  -  I'^iSu'-y  hi 

y»  ♦  K  if.  -\'k  i*--  Ji<  ««*'«•  r.  r.*# 


«e..* 


,  #  f  ‘  •  *  •  i  r^ 

if  ,'  ■  i.  ■  -  I  . 

’  ^  *  JSit/r  ?%i  f  .  1  ’4  *11^%  ■  ►  i,i 


k  ■ 


j  '  '  ■•'  '  ‘  ',  '/  f. 

•  ,  '  •  .'iliS;  .  '  „  ..■'!'  ’ I 

,  .  ■■|••■ *i'' .Si'  " 


/i'  y'  i’  ^ 


SEABURY 


much  so  that  he  was  sometimes  criticized  for  too 
great  precaution.  When,  however,  he  was  ready  for 
action,  he  brooked  no  interference  and  expected  every 
man  to  do  his  duty,  enforcing  his  orders  rigidly,  and 
his  remarkable  record  for  discipline  and  safe  naviga¬ 
tion  proved  his  wisdom.  His  officers  and  crew  were 
always  loyal  and  fond  of  their  captain. 

When  his  brother.  Captain  Jason  Seabury,  (q.  v.) 
was  lost  in  the  Arctic  in  1 8  5 3,  he  wanted  to  fit  out  a 
vessel  to  go  in  search  of  him.  He  was  dissuaded  from 
this  when  fragments  of  the  ^^Monongahela^^  were 
found  in  a  locality  where  the  crew  could  not  possibly 
survive.  However,  this  incident  made  such  a  deep 
impression  upon  him  that  several  years  later  when  he 
was  approached  by  a  syndicate  to  invest  in  whaling 
ships  for  the  Arctic,  he  refused  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  the  plan,  although  the  venture  gave  promise 
of  great  profit.  He  felt  it  would  be  unfair  to  subject 
other  men  to  the  hazards  which  had  cost  the  life  of 
his  brother.  His  words  were,  ''I  do  not  care  how 
profitable  it  might  be,  it  is  wrong  to  send  men  up 
there.” 
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SEABURY 


Captain  Seabury  was  very  devoted  to  his  family 
and  never  willingly  caused  them  anxiety  or  un¬ 
easiness.  On  one  occasion,  before  the  time  of  rail¬ 
roads,  he  made  a  business  trip  to  Fall  River  and  was 
detained  longer  than  he  had  anticipated.  He  found 
it  impossible  to  hire  a  man  to  drive  him  home  because 
of  fear  of  an  armed  robber,  who  the  night  before 
had  killed  a  man  in  the  woods  between  New  Bedford 
and  Fall  River.  He  made  the  rounds  of  the  livery 
stables  offering  extra  compensation,  but  without 
success.  Fearless  by  nature,  and  knowing  Mrs. 
Seabury  would  be  worried  over  his  absence,  he  was 
determined  to  be  with  his  family  that  night.  He  cut 
himself  a  large  stick  and  walked  the  long  distance 
home. 

Captain  Seabury  was  fond  of  traveling.  He 
visited  Paris  in  18  58,  Havana  in  1870  and  spent 
some  time  in  Chili  the  following  year.  He  also 
traveled  extensively  in  this  country  and  was  usually 
accompanied  by  his  family.  In  later  years  he 
especially  enjoyed  visits  to  Lake  Mohonk,  where  his 
daughters  became  interested  in  the  famous  Inter- 
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national  Arbitration  Conferences,  presided  over  by 
such  outstanding  men  as  Nicholas  Murray  Butler, 
William  Howard  Taft  and  John  Bassett  Moore.  He 
was  a  delightful  companion  and  conversationalist, 
but  modest  and  of  a  retiring  disposition.  He  had  a 
fund  of  reminiscences  of  the  early  and  exciting  days 
when  New  Bedford  was  the  center  of  the  whaling 
industry  but  was  not  inclined  to  talk  about  himself 
and  would  never  admit  that  he  had  done  anything 
extraordinary. 

Captain  Seabury  married  (first),  October  14, 
18  50,  Mary  Bailey  Wilcox,  born  January  13,  1827, 
died  March  10,  18  52,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Hannah  (Bailey)  Wilcox  of  Westport,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  married  (second),  August  12,  18  5  5, 
Susan  Martha  Gifford,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Mercy  Anthony  (Macomber)  Gifford.  She  was  born 
March  3,  1830,  and  died  in  New  Bedford,  March  6, 
1899.  (See  Gifford  Line. ) 

Children  (of  the  first  marriage) : 

( 1 )  Charles  Albert,  died  in  infancy. 
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Children  (of  the  second  marriage)  : 

(2)  Mary  Bailey,  of  whom  further,  born  November 
26,  1858. 

(3)  Helen  Hussey,  of  whom  further,  born  August 
26,  1861. 
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APTAIN  CHARLES  PINCKNEY  SEA¬ 
BURY,  son  of  Captain  William  and 
Rhoda  (Woodman)  Seabury,  was  born  in 
Tiverton,  August  16,  1820,  and  died  in 
New  Bedford,  December  21,  1890.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  district  school  of  Little  Compton  and 
was  thirteen  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to 
New  Bedford,  where  he  also  attended  school,  and 
then  entered  the  employ  of  his  brothers,  O.  and  E.  W. 
Seabury,  as  a  clerk  in  their  whalers’  outfitting 
establishment. 

In  183  5,  when  fifteen  years  old,  he  shipped  as  a 
cabin  boy  on  the  whaling  ship  under  Captain 

Townsend,  and  was  subsequently  engaged  in  various 
capacities  on  whaling  ships  for  a  period  of  fourteen 
years.  In  1849  as  captain  of  the  America,  2nd^^ 
owned  by  William  O.  Brownell,  he  sailed  for 
California  with  a  large  number  of  passengers,  who 
were  pioneers  in  California’s  famous  "Gold  Rush.” 
Returning  the  following  year,  the  ship  was  outfitted 
for  a  whaling  trip  and  Captain  Seabury  set  sail  for 
the  Arctic  Ocean.  After  a  year’s  cruise,  the  ship  was 


SEABURY 


caught  in  the  ice  near  the  Behring  Straits  and  the 
captain  and  crew  were  obliged  to  abandon  her  with 
a  loss  of  several  hundred  barrels  of  oil.  They  were 
taken  aboard  the  '^Minerva  Smyth”  by  Captain 
Childs  of  New  Bedford  and  landed  in  San  Francisco. 

Captain  Seabury  then  signed  on  a  steamer  as  first 
officer  and  served  in  that  capacity  on  various  steamers 
for  several  years.  Later  he  took  command  of  a  steam¬ 
ship  running  between  San  Francisco  and  the  Isthmus 
and  returning  home  became  commander  of  one  of  the 
Vanderbilt  line  of  steamers,  between  New  York  and 
Aspinwall.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  in  com¬ 
mand  of  several  steam  transports,  and  after  the  war 
took  command  of  the  steamer  '' Arizona,”  plying 
between  New  York,  China  and  California.  In 
December,  1 870,  he  took  the  ” Arizona”  through  the 
Suez  Canal,  a  historical  event  as  she  was  the  first 
American  steamship  to  pass  through.  His  last  com¬ 
mand  was  the  ^Granada”  which  he  took  from  New 
York  to  San  Francisco  and  China,  by  way  of  the 
Straits  of  Magellan.  After  this  voyage  he  gave  up 
the  sea  and  returned  to  New  Bedford  to  make  his 
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home  there  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  appointed 
custom  house  oflScer  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Captain  James  V.  Cox,  a  position  he  was  obliged 
to  resign  because  of  ill  health.  He  was  considered 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  skilled  navigators  in 
New  England  and  was  very  popular  with  the  men 
who  served  under  him  as  well  as  with  the  many 
passengers  he  carried  during  his  long  and  successful 
career. 

Captain  Charles  Pinckney  Seabury  married,  April 
15,  1847,  Sarah  W.  Wilcox,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Patty  (Brownell)  Wilcox.  She  was  born  in 
Westport,  Massachusetts,  March  26,  1825,  and  died 
in  New  Bedford  August  31,1916. 

Children: 

(1)  Jason,  born  March  2,  1855,  died  May  29,  1860. 

(2)  Charles  Pinckney,  born  May  21,  1856,  died 
June  1,  1856. 

(3)  Charles  Pinckney,  born  June  11,  1857,  died 
February  27,  1896.  He  was  educated  in  New 
Bedford  and  after  graduation  became  a  travel¬ 
ing  salesman  for  the  Meriden  Brittania  Com- 
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pany  of  Meriden,  Connecticut.  He  married, 
November  18,  1880,  Avis  Jennings  Dwelly, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Jerome  and  Janette  A.  (Cook) 
Dwelly.  She  was  born  March  29,  1858. 

Child: 

(i)  Richard,  born  October  9,  1888,  died 
December  5,  1890. 

(4)  Annie,  of  whom  further. 

(5)  Harrison  Willard,  born  April  28,  1863,  died 
March  28,  1868. 

(Ibid.  —  ‘‘Representative  Men 
and  Old  Families  of  South¬ 
eastern  Massachusetts,**  1912) 
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NNIE  SEABURY,  daughter  of  Captain 
Charles  Pinckney  and  Sarah  W.  (Wilcox) 
Seabury,  was  born  December  26,  1 8  5  8,  in 
New  Bedford,  where  she  died  March  14, 
1923.  Always  deeply  interested  in  the  historic  past 
of  her  native  city,  she  donated  a  large  sum  to  the 
Old  Dartmouth  Historical  Society  in  New  Bedford 
for  the  erection  of  a  building.  This  building  has 
been  named  the  Annie  Seabury  Wood  Memorial,  as 
an  enduring  monument  to  her  generosity  as  well  as  to 
the  achievements  of  her  notable  ancestors,  whose 
courage  and  enterprise  together  with  that  of  other 
whaling  men  brought  fame  and  fortune  to  New 
Bedford. 

Annie  Seabury  married,  December  31,  1900, 
Frank  Wood,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  H.  (Allen) 
Wood,  who  was  born  May  24,  1 8  5 1 ,  in  New  Bedford, 
where  he  died  January  3,  1933. 

Mr.  Wood  was  connected  with  the  whaling  in¬ 
dustry  in  New  Bedford  and  New  York  as  a  young 
man,  and  for  several  years  with  mining  in  California 
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and  Nevada.  He  remained  in  Nevada  in  charge  of  a 
trading  post  and  as  agent  for  the  Wells  Fargo  Express 
Company  until  1900,  when  he  returned  to  New 
Bedford  to  engage  in  business  as  a  cotton  broker. 

In  1915  he  was  elected  curator  of  the  Old  Dart¬ 
mouth  Historical  Society,  a  position  for  which  he 
was  especially  well  fitted  through  his  knowledge  of 
and  deep  concern  in  whaling  history.  During  his 
administration  many  interesting;  items  were  acquired 
for  the  whaling  museum  of  the  Society  which  now 
has  one  of  the  largest  collections  of  scrimshaw  in 
the  world,  and  to  which  Mr.  Wood  personally  con¬ 
tributed  more  than  150  items. 

The  bronze  tablet  which  is  herein  reproduced  is 
placed  in  the  entrance  to  the  Annie  Seabury  Wood 
Memorial  building  and  bears  the  following  inscrip¬ 
tion: 

**In  memory  of  William  Seabury,  his  sons, 

Otis,  Edward,  William,  Humphrey,  Charles  and 
Jason,  and  his  son-in-law,  Benjamin  Cushman,  a 
race  of  sea-faring  men.  This  tablet  placed  1924 
by  Annie  Seabury  Wood.” 


SEABURY 


APTAIN  JASON  SEABURY,  son  of 
Captain  William  and  Rhoda  (Woodman) 
Seabury,  was  born  in  Tiverton,  November 
2,  1822,  and  was  lost  at  sea  in  the  Arctic 
Ocean  in  1853.  He  attended  school  in  Tiverton  and 
New  Bedford  and  went  to  sea  as  a  mere  boy,  serving 
on  various  whaling  ships  until  1847.  He  was  an 
experienced  whaler  and  navigator  and  only  twenty- 
five  years  old  when  he  became  Captain  of  the 
^^Minerva^^  owned  by  William  Gifford.  He  sailed  the 
^^Minerva^’  from  New  Bedford,  July  20,  1847,  to  the 
Indian  Ocean  and  returned  January  13,  18  50,  with 
22  barrels  of  sperm  oil,  2,656  barrels  of  whale  oil 
and  16,800  pounds  of  whale  bone,  a  remarkably 
successful  voyage  for  so  young  a  captain. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  18  50,  the  ship 
^^Monongaheluy^  built  in  Philadelphia  in  1828,  was 
purchased  by  his  brothers,  Otis  and  Edward  W. 
Seabury,  and  Captain  Jason  Seabury  sailed  her  from 
Philadelphia  to  New  Bedford  where  she  arrived  July 
2,  18  50.  She  was  fitted  for  whaling,  cleared  from 
New  Bedford,  September  30,  18  50,  and  sailed  for  the 
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North  Pacific.  ^^The  Whalemen^ s  Shipping  Lisf^ 
reported  the  ^^Monongahela^^  at  various  times  until 
September  12,  18  53.  That  was  the  last  definite 
information  of  the  ill-fated  ship  until  November 
28,  18  54,  when  the  following  was  printed  in  the 
Shipping  List: 

*'Ship  ^Monongahela^  of  New  Bedford.  The 
fact  of  this  ship  having  been  carried  into  the 
Arctic  Ocean  by  the  ice  at  the  commencement 
of  the  winter  of  1853  has  created  much  interest. 

Up  to  our  last  accounts  no  news  had  been  heard 
of  her,  notwithstanding  H.  B.  M.  Ship  ^RatHe- 
snake^  had  coasted  up  to  the  utmost  points  of 
navigation  allowed  by  the  ice  and  a  whaler  had 
taken  almost  the  course  the  ^MonongaheW  took, 
still  there  was  nothing  which  would  give  any 
indication  of  her  fate  more  than  the  statement 
of  the  natives  to  the  captain  of  the  'Rat  tie  make’' 
that  a  three  masted  vessel  had  gone  into  the 
Arctic  Ocean.  There  could  be  no  other  vessel 
that  would  be  likely  to  be  in  that  situation.  By 
the  arrival  of  the  T.  L.  VroU'  we  learn  that  a 
report  was  current  among  the  whaling  fleet  that 
a  cask  had  been  picked  up  at  sea  containing 
articles  belonging  to  the  'Monongahela'  as  proved 
by  the  marks.  If  this  be  true  there  is  but  little 
doubt  that  the  vessel  and  her  entire  crew 
lost.” 
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It  was  this  evidence  that  dissuaded  Captain 
Humphrey  Woodman  Seabury  to  give  up  his  plan 
to  outfit  a  ship  and  take  her  in  search  of  his  brother 
and  other  possible  survivors.  That  it  would  have 
been  futile  was  definitely  proven  by  the  following 
report  of  Lieutenant  William  Gibson,  who,  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  schooner  ^^Fenimore  Cooper, was  sent 
out  by  the  Navy  Department  in  search  of  the 
^^Monongahela/^  Lieutenant  Gibson  reported: 

*Trom  the  Aleutian  Islands  we  proceeded  via 
the  Chounagine  group,  to  the  port  of  New 
Archangel.  From  Governor  Veovodsky  I 
obtained  a  statement  of  all  information  in  His 
Excellency’s  possession  relative  to  the  loss  of  a 
vessel  in  the  fall  of  1853,  near  the  Aleutian 
island  at  Atcha.  The  gilt  lettering  of  a  vessel’s 
name  being  taken  on  board  the  Russian- 
American  company’s  brig  ^Ochtotsck,^  as  stated 
in  papers  accompanying  this  letter,  has  doubtless 
been  the  means  by  which  the  wreck  is  identified 
at  home;  but  both  at  Sitka  and  at  Atcha  the 
name  of  the  ^Monongahela*  was  unknown.” 

The  quarterboard  bearing  the  name  ^^Mononga- 
hela^^  was  sent  to  New  Bedford,  mute  evidence  of  the 
Arctic  tragedy  and  for  some  years  lay  in  the  attic 
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of  the  old  First  National  Bank  Building.  Some  time 
ago  it  was  discovered  there  and  presented  to  the  Old 
Dartmouth  Historical  Society  by  the  late  Misses 
Sarah  Elizabeth  and  Caroline  Otis  Seabury, 
daughters  of  Otis  and  Caroline  Amelia  (Bailey) 
Seabury,  and  nieces  of  Captain  Jason  Seabury. 

(Family  data  —  **A  Visit  to  the 
Whaling  Museum  of  the  Old  Dart¬ 
mouth  Historical  Society,’"  Zephan- 
iah  W.  Pease,  New  Bedford,  1932) 
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%  ARY  BAILEY  AND  HELEN  HUSSEY 
SEABURY,  daughters  of  Captain 
Humphrey  Woodman  and  Susan  Martha 
(Gifford)  Seabury,  were  born  in  New 
Bedford,  where  they  still  reside.  As  daughters  of 
one  of  the  city’s  famous  whaling  captains  and 
representatives  of  an  old  family,  long  prominent  in 
all  phases  of  civic  affairs,  they  occupy  an  important 
place  in  the  social  life  of  New  Bedford,  but  it  is 
through  their  great  work  in  promoting  the  peace 
movement  that  they  are  best  known  and  have  at¬ 
tained  international  recognition. 


Descended  from  a  long  line  of  peace-loving 
Quaker  ancestors  and  granddaughters  of  Nathaniel 
Giflford,  one  of  the  earliest  workers  in  the  cause  of 
peace,  it  was  natural  that  they  should  find  an  outlet 
for  their  time  and  talents  in  this  movement  in  which 
they  began  to  take  an  active  interest  during  the 
latter  years  of  the  last  century.  They  began  to 
attend  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conferences  on  Inter¬ 
national  Arbitration  in  1896,  and  were  delegates  to 
the  International  Peace  Congress  in  London  in  1908. 
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At  this  Congress  Lord  Courtney  presided  and  the 
delegates  were  entertained  at  luncheon  by  the  King. 

It  was  in  1905,  however,  at  the  eleventh  annual 
meeting  of  the  Lake  Mohonk  Conferences  that  the 
address  by  Dr.  Daniel  C.  Gilman,  ex-president  of 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  changed  their 
interest  in  the  peace  movement  to  enthusiasm.  Dr. 
Gilman’s  text  was  "Work  Among  Undergraduates 
in  the  Universities  and  Colleges.”  His  closing  re¬ 
marks  were  as  follows: 

Now  what  is  the  amount  of  all  our 
talk?  It  is  this:  Every  one  of  us  should  go  home, 
whatever  his  station  may  be,  determined  to 
diffuse  the  ideas  that  have  here  been  brought 
forward.  We  have  been  at  the  spring  —  Poland, 
Appollinaria,  Saratoga,  or  whatever  you  please 
—  and  we  have  been  refreshed  by  these  pure 
waters.  Let  us  urge  others  to  drink  of  those  and 
other  invigorating  sources.  We  are  guests  in  an 
establishment  for  the  dissemination  of  germs. 

We  are  apt  to  think  that  the  germs  are  all  harm¬ 
ful.  On  the  contrary,  we  could  not  live  without 
germs,  and  it  is  the  good  germs  we  are  going  to 
distribute  through  the  country.  Each  one  ought 
to  go  home  and  in  the  place  where  he  has  in- 
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fluence  bring  these  seeds  before  the  local  con¬ 
ferences  and  other  like  assemblies,  helping  them 
to  create  that  public  opinion  which,  after  all, 
rules  our  country.  ^ 

Dr.  Gilman’s  address  made  a  deep  impression  on 
the  Misses  Seabury,  who  resolved  to  do  something 
constructive  for  the  cause  of  promoting  peace  and 
abolishing  war.  After  returning  to  their  home,  they 
gave  serious  thought  to  the  subject  and  decided  to 
offer  a  money  prize  for  each  of  the  two  best  essays 
on  Peace  written  by  students  in  the  New  Bedford 
High  School.  Several  essays  were  submitted  and  as 
the  contest  attracted  much  attention,  it  was  decided 
to  spread  the  idea  to  other  educational  institutions. 
A  prize  was  offered  to  Earlham  College,  in  Richmond, 
Indiana,  where  the  faculty  at  that  time  was  working 
on  a  similar  idea,  which  eventually  resulted  in  the 
Intercollegiate  Peace  Association.  The  growth  of  this 
Association  from  a  very  small  beginning  in  1906  to 
its  present  status,  embracing  many  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  in  the  country,  is  truly  phenomenal.  The 
remarkable  success  of  the  movement  has,  in  no  small 
measure,  been  due  to  the  tireless  eflForts,  unswerving 
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interest  and  loyal  support  of  the  Misses  Seabury,  of 
whom  a  "Historical  Sketch  of  the  Intercollegiate 
Peace  Association,”  published  by  Antioch  College  in 
1919  says,  in  part: 

'*With  the  exception  of  a  contribution  by 
Mr.  Carnegie  of  $1,000  in  1908  and  of  $700  in 
1909,  the  Association  has  had  to  depend  upon 
small  contributions  from  friends  interested  in 
the  cause  and  the  generous  yearly  contribution 
from  the  Misses  Mary  B.  and  Helen  H.  Seabury 
of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  Most  of  these  contribu¬ 
tions  are  for  state  and  interstate  prizes,  and 
indeed  without  the  ''Seabury  Prizes”  the  Associa¬ 
tion  today  would  have  a  doubtful  existence.” 

The  first  oratorical  contest  of  the  Intercollegiate 
Peace  Association,  in  which  Ohio  and  Indiana 
participated,  was  held  at  the  University  of 
Cincinnati,  May  17, 1907.  In  1912  eleven  states  held 
oratorical  contests,  and  by  1913  the  number  in¬ 
creased  to  sixteen.  In  that  year  it  became  necessary 
to  divide  the  states  into  three  groups,  a  Western 
Group,  a  Central  Group  and  an  Eastern  Group,  and 
by  1914  nearly  a  hundred  colleges  and  universities 
located  in  the  sixteen  states  participated  and  about 
3  50  orations  were  submitted. 


SEABURY 


When  the  United  States  entered  the  World  War, 
the  contests  were  discontinued  until  1922,  when  the 
Intercollegiate  Peace  Association  was  re-organized. 
Professor  Elbert  Russell,  now  of  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity,  was  the  first  executive  secretary,  and  after¬ 
wards  Mr.  George  Fulk  served  a  short  time.  He  was 
followed  by  Professor  Stephen  F.  Weston,  who  died 
in  193  5,  and  who  was  succeeded  by  Howard  C. 
Morgan  of  Earlham  College. 

The  widespread  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Association  continues  to  grow  and  in  1937  no  less 
than  146  colleges  participated  and  780  students 
delivered  orations. 

The  present  plan  for  judging  the  orations  and 
awarding  the  prizes  is  as  follows:  Each  college  has  a 
local  contest  and  the  winner  represents  his  college  in 
the  state  contest.  Winning  essays  in  the  state  con¬ 
tests  are  sent  to  Earlham  College  for  consideration  in 
the  National  contest  and  the  three  best  in  each  group 
are  sent  to  the  Misses  Seabury,  who  select  a  dozen 
or  more  of  the  most  outstanding  for  final  judging 
by  Dr.  Howard  C.  Morgan.  Dr.  Morgan  chooses 
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the  two  best  for  the  national  prizes  which  are  donated 
by  the  Misses  Seabury,  who,  in  this  manner  help 
many  deserving  young  men  to  finance  their  educa¬ 
tion  and  also,  which  is  of  far  greater  significance,  are 
instrumental  in  furthering  the  ever-growing  interest 
in  the  Peace  Movement  among  the  younger 
generation. 
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t^lrms:  Gules,  three  lions  passant  in  pale,  argent. 

Qrest:  An  arm  couped  above  the  elbow,  charged  with 

two  bars  wavy  azure,  cuffed  white,  holding  in 
the  hand  a  stag’s  head  cabossed,  gules. 

,J[4otto:  Non  sine  Numine. 


(Arms  in  possession  of  the  family.) 
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Norman  origin  and  has  been  prominent 


HE  surname  Giffard  or  Gifford  is  of 


in  England  since  the  Norman  Conquest 
in  1066.  The  following  is  quoted  from 


Lower’s  "Patronymica  Brittanica”: 

*'The  old  historic  Giffords  of  Normandy  and 
England,  descended  from  the  de  Bollebecs  who 
were  connected  by  marriage  with  Richard  I, 
Duke  of  Normandy.  Walter,  son  of  Osborne  de 
Bollebec,  surnamed  ‘Gifford,’  ‘The  Liberal,’  seems 
also  to  have  been  conservative  in  acquisition  and 
retention  of  lands,  for  he  got  not  only  the  fair 
domain  of  Longueville,  near  Dieppe,  from 
Richard  II,  but  also  the  Earldom  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  with  above  a  hundred  manors  in  various 
counties  in  England  from  William  I  whom  he 
had  accompanied  to  the  Conquest.” 

The  family  of  de  Bollebec  is  of  record  in 
Normandy  three  hundred  years  before  the  Conquest. 
Members  of  this  family  were  feudal  nobles  of  high 
station,  and  great  wealth,  and  many  of  them 
accompanied  William  the  Conqueror  to  England 
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while  others  remained  in  Normandy.  Walter  Giflford, 
near  kinsman  of  the  Conqueror,  was  created  Earl  of 
Buckingham  and  granted  large  estates  for  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  service  in  the  Battle  of  Hastings.  The 
Earldom  became  extinct  in  1164  when  another 
Walter  Gifford,  direct  descendant  of  the  first  Earl 
of  Buckingham,  died  without  issue,  but  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  V  (1413-1422)  the  family  again  came 
into  royal  favor,  and  George  Gifford  was  created  Earl 
of  Buckingham.  He  joined  the  House  of  York 
against  that  of  Lancaster  and  married  the  King’s 
cousin.  Princess  Maude  Plantagenet,  and  became 
Duke  of  Buckingham.  His  son,  George,  second 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  was  a  favorite  of  King 
Richard  III  until  he  was  suspected  of  conspiring 
with  the  Earl  of  Richmond.  He  was  beheaded  for 
treason  and  his  children  were  deprived  of  his  lands 
and  titles.  His  sons  and  later  descendants  continually 
petitioned  the  Crown  for  the  restoration  of  their 
rights,  but  powerful  opposition  prevented  their 
recognition.  When  Sir  Ambrose  Gifford  came  before 
the  House  of  Parliament  during  the  reign  of  James  I, 
and  claimed  to  be  the  rightful  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
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the  case  was  disallowed  in  the  second  year  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  1. 

(**History  of  Bristol  County, 
Massachusetts,  Biographical 
Sketches  of  Many  Pioneers 
and  Prominent  Residents,** 

D.  Hamlin  Hurd,  1883) 

William  Gifford,  son  of  Arthur  Gifford  and 
grandson  of  Sir  Ambrose  Gifford,  was  born  in 
England  about  1600,  and  died  in  Sandwich,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  April  9,  1687.  He  was  a  Quaker  and  left 
England  to  escape  persecution  because  of  his  religion. 
He  settled  in  Massachusetts,  but  the  date  of  his 
arrival  is  not  known.  It  was,  however,  prior  to 
1647,  as  it  is  of  record  that  he  was  a  resident  of 
Stamford,  Connecticut,  in  that  year,  and  that  he 
was  ordered  whipped  and  banished  from  the  Colony. 
He  appears  to  have  moved  from  Connecticut  to 
Sandwich,  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  until 
1665  and  while  not  entirely  free  from  persecution, 
his  fine  personal  qualities  won  the  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens  with  whom  he  lived  in  comparative 
peace  and  harmony.  He  is  listed  as  a  member  of  the 
Sandwich  Grand  Inquest  in  1650. 

In  1665  he  and  other  well-to-do  Quakers  acquired 
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a  large  tract  of  land  in  New  Jersey,  which  they 
named  Monmouth,  and  a  patent  was  issued  April  8, 
1665.  Soon  after  this  date  William  Gifford  moved 
to  Monmouth,  where  he  became  one  of  the  first 
proprietors  in  the  new  settlement.  Because  of  the 
indignities  to  which  the  Quakers  were  subjected  he 
returned  to  Sandwich  in  1670  and  remained  there 
until  his  death. 

William  Gifford  was  a  pious,  thrifty  and  indus¬ 
trious  man  and  acquired  much  valuable  land  in 
Dartmouth  and  Falmouth. 

The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  unknown.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Mary  Mills. 

(Ibid.  —  "Gifford  Genealogy, 
1676-1876,”  Harry  E.  Gifford) 

Christopher  Gifford,  son  of  William  Gifford, 
was  born  in  1 65  8,  and  died  in  Little  Compton,  Rhode 
Island,  November  22,  1748.  His  early  life  was  spent 
in  Sandwich.  He  inherited  land  in  Dartmouth  and 
Falmouth  and  lived  in  both  these  places..  In  later 
life  he  moved  to  Little  Compton,  where  his  property, 
which  he  bought  from  the  Indians,  became  known 
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as  the  Gifford  farm,  and  is  still  in  possession  of  his 
descendants.  He  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  and  an  influential  citizen  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

He  married  (first)  Meribah,  surname  unknown, 
and  (second),  in  1685,  Deborah  Perry.  She  was 
born  April  3,  1665,  and  died  in  1724. 

(Ibid.) 

Enos  Gifford,  son  of  Christopher  and  Deborah 
(Perry)  Gifford,  was  born  February  1,  1693,  in 
Little  Compton,  where  he  died  in  May,  1764.  He 
was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  his  estate  was  valued 
at  3,964  pounds  and  eighteen  shillings,  a  considerable 
amount  at  that  time.  He  was  also  a  prominent 
Quaker. 

He  married,  in  1728  or  1729,  Phillis  Allen,  who 
died  in  1764. 

Canaan  Gifford,  son  of  Enos  and  Phillis  (Allen) 
Gifford,  was  born  May  15,  1 7  3 1 ,  in  Little  Compton, 
where  he  died  June  25,  1789. 

He  married  (first),  June  20,  1751,  Abigail  Salis- 
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bury,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Innocent  (Head) 
Salisbury.  He  married  (second),  July  11,  1765, 
Martha  Wilbur. 

(Ibid.) 

Noah  Gifford,  son  of  Canaan  and  Abigail 
(Salisbury)  Gifford,  was  born  February  8,  1758, 
in  Little  Compton,  where  he  died  November  2, 
183  5.  Like  his  forefathers,  he  was  a  farmer  and  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

He  married,  in  1797,  Martha  Hathaway,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  (Pierce)  Hathaway  of 
Little  Compton.  She  was  born  October  11,  1771, 
and  died  in  April,  1863. 

Children: 

(1)  Nathaniel,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Abigail,  of  whom  further. 
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ATHANIEL  GIFFORD,  son  of  Noah  and 
Martha  (Hathaway)  Gifford,  was  born 
April  2,  1798,  in  Little  Compton,  where 
he  died  August  22,  1878.  He  was  a 
thrifty  and  prosperous  farmer  and  highly  regarded 
in  his  community.  A  direct  descendant  of  John 
Cook  and  Richard  Warren,  passengers  on  the 
^^Mayflower/^  he  was  unassuming  and  extremely 
modest  in  all  his  habits.  He  abhorred  slavery  and 
was  outspoken  in  his  opposition  to  this  evil.  He  was 
equally  strong  in  advocating  the  cause  of  peace  and 
abolishment  of  war,  and  was  active  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Society  for  Peace.  This  Society,  in  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  his  service  and  work  for  its  cause,  presented 
him  with  an  inscribed  book,  which  is  now  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  granddaughters. 


Mr.  Gifford  was  of  a  kindly  and  tolerant  disposi¬ 
tion,  especially  in  his  relations  with  the  Indians, 
who  had  confidence  in  him  and  respected  him  as  their 
friend.  It  is  related  that  one  day  he  saw  one  of  them 
busily  engaged  in  cutting  down  trees  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  his  farm,  which  had  been  in  the  family 
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since  Christopher  Gifford  bought  the  land  from  the 
Indians.  When  Mr.  Gifford  asked  the  man  what 
he  was  doing,  the  latter  stated  that  the  land  and  trees 
belonged  to  the  Indians.  Mr.  Giflford  explained  that 
it  was  his  property  and  convinced  him,  saying 
''but  inasmuch  as  thee  has  worked  so  hard  I  will  pay 
thee  for  thy  work,”  which  he  did. 

Nathaniel  Gifford  married,  November  27,  1828, 
Mercy  Anthony  Macomber,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Susannah  (Macomber)  Macomber  of  Westport, 
Massachusetts.  She  was  born  February  7,  1800,  and 
died  November  24,  1889. 

Children: 

( 1 )  Susan  Martha,  born  in  Little  Compton,  March  3, 
1830,  died  in  New  Bedford,  March  6,  1899; 
married,  August  12,  1855,  Humphrey  Woodman 
Seabury.  (See  Seabury  Line.) 

(2)  George  Hussey,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Clarkson  Macomber,  of  whom  further. 

(4)  Noah,  born  February  9,  1837,  died  August  19, 
1838. 

(5)  Mary  Macomber,  of  whom  further. 

(6)  Abbie  Lydia,  of  whom  further. 
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FORGE  HUSSEY  GIFFORD,  son  of 
Nathaniel  and  Mercy  Anthony  (Macom- 
ber)  Gifford,  born  December  20,  1831, 
died  December  25,  1907;  married  (first), 
June  8,  18  59,  Lydia  Ann  Farr,  born  September  1, 
1833,  died  November  24,  1868,  daughter  of  William 
and  Eunice  (Wadsworth)  Farr.  He  married 
(second),  August  8,  1873,  Isabel  Lindsay  Gifford, 
born  January  7,  1849,  died  August  18,  1932,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Gifford)  Gifford 
and  a  devout  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
and  a  speaker  at  meetings. 


Children  (of  the  first  marriage) : 

( 1 )  Charles  Humphrey,  of  whom  further. 

(2)  Nathaniel  William,  of  whom  further. 

(3)  Alice  Mabel,  twin,  born  March  16,  1867,  died 
June  22,  1924;  married,  October  16,  1913, 
Walter  Clausen,  born  April  7,  1847,  died 
August  6,  1927.  No  children. 

(4)  Agnes  Lydia,  twin,  born  March  16,  1867,  died 
April  26,  1936;  unmarried. 

Child  (of  the  second  marriage) : 

(5)  Edith  Hussey,  born  June  23,  1881.  She  has 
devoted  her  life  to  nursing  poor  people  and  is 
said  to  be  '"a  tower  of  strength  in  sickness.” 
Resides  in  New  Bedford.  Unmarried. 
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LARKSON  MACOMBER  GIFFORD,  son 
of  Nathaniel  and  Mercy  Anthony 
(Macomber)  Gifford,  born  July  7,  183  5, 
died  August  12,  1907;  married  (first). 
May  10,  1862,  Frances  Gifford,  born  December  25, 
1837,  died  May  11,  1877,  daughter  of  Robbin  and 
Bethaney  (Dyer)  Gifford;  married  (second),  April 
29,  1879,  Mary  Gidley,  born  March  20,  1847,  died 
November  11,  1925,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Eunice 
(Kelley)  Gidley. 

Children  (of  the  first  marriage) : 

(1)  Augustine,  born  November  4,  1863,  died  young. 

(2)  Bernard,  born  March  16,  1873;  married, 

August  8,  1895,  Grace  Kelley,  born  January  6, 
1875. 

Child: 

(i)  Dorothy,  born  June  20,  1897. 

Children  (of  the  second  marriage) : 

(3)  Laura,  born  February  22,  1880,  died  March  15, 

1904;  married,  September  16,  1903,  John 

Manning,  born  May  7,  1864,  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Capper)  Manning.  No  children. 

(4)  Elwood,  born  February  6,  1881;  married,  June 
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9,  1912,  Ida  May  Brightman,  born  October  22, 
1897,  daughter  of  Otis  L.  and  Adeline 
(Matthews)  Brightman. 

Children: 

(i)  Clarkson  Macomber,  born  July  8,  1913; 

married,  September  21,  1933,  Mary 

Elizabeth  Jordan,  born  March  28,  1914. 

Children: 

(i)  Clarkson  Macomber,  Jr.,  born  July 
10,  1934. 

(ii)  Phyllis  May,  born  October  16,  1935. 

(ii)  Adeline  Frances,  born  March  18,  1915; 
unmarried. 

(ill)  Nathaniel,  born  August  15,  1916;  un¬ 
married. 

(5)  Stella,  born  February  26,  1882,  unmarried. 

(6)  Philip,  born  February  15,  1883;  married, 

March  30,  1926,  Laura  Wilcox.  No  children. 
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^  ARY  MACOMBER  GIFFORD,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  and  Mercy  Anthony 
(Macomber)  Gifford,  born  April  5, 
1 840,  died  December  14,  1867;  married. 
May  30,  1862,  Augustus  Muhlenburg  Aldrich,  born 
March  10,  183  8,  died  August  8,  1918,  son  of 
Augustus  and  Martha  (Muhlenburg)  Aldrich. 


Children: 

(1)  William,  born  May  20,  1863,  died  August  14, 
1930.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a 
Republican  State  Senator  from  Smithfield, 
Rhode  Island.  He  married,  June  7,  1884, 
Josephine  Eldred,  born  September  9,  1869. 

Children: 

(i)  Mary,  born  January  2,  1886;  unmarried. 

(ii)  Willena,  born  April  8,  1889;  unmarried. 

(2)  Maria  Evans,  born  February  25,  1865,  died  June 
6,  1885;  unmarried. 
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BBIE  LYDIA  GIFFORD,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Mercy  Anthony  (Macom- 
ber)  Gifford,  born  March  9,  1844,  died 
December  27,  1927;  married,  November 
11,  1873,  Jehiel  Baker,  born  December  29,  1837, 
died  May  ?,  1915,  son  of  John  Hopkins  and  Abbie 
(Hopkins)  Baker. 

Child: 

(1)  Mercy  Etta,  born  August  17,  1876,  a  well- 
known  writer  for  magazines  and  other  publica¬ 
tions.  Unmarried. 
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HARLES  HUMPHREY  GIFFORD,  son 
of  George  Hussey  and  Lydia  Ann  (Farr) 
Gifford,  born  March  16,  1861,  died 
December  26,  1910;  married.  May  2, 
1895,  Edith  Bartlett  Smith,  born  April  25,  1869, 
daughter  of  James  Bartlett  and  Louisa  Mathilda 
(Swift)  Smith.  No  children. 


GIFFORD 


\  ATHANIEL  WILLIAM  GIFFORD,  son 
I  of  George  Hussey  and  Lydia  Ann  (Farr) 
j  Gifford,  born  July  6,  1863,  married, 
^  August  21,  1889,  Elizabeth  Golden 

Murray,  born  August  6,  1862,  daughter  of  Robert 
Lindley  and  Ruth  Sherman  (Taber)  Murray,  and 
sister  of  Dr.  Augustus  Taber  Murray,  professor  of 
classical  languages  at  Leland  Stanford  University 
and  minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  meetings  of 
which  were  attended  by  President  Hoover. 

Children: 

(1)  George  Hussey,  born  May  3,  1892;  married, 
August  29,  1922,  Fredericka  Harrison  Gilbert, 
born  January  29,  1891,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Harrison  and  Augusta  (Todd)  Gilbert. 

Children: 

(i)  Nathaniel  Harrison,  born  September  2, 
1924. 

(ii)  Augusta  Todd,  born  May  14,  1926. 

(in)  George  Hussey,  born  June  12,  1929. 

(2)  Robert  Lindley,  born  March  27,  1895;  married 
(first),  June  11,  1921,  Josephine  Parker  Keene, 
born  June  13,  1894,  died  November  17,  1929, 
daughter  of  Jarvis  Brewster  and  Sarah  (Vinal) 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  NATHANIEL  WILLIAM  GIFFORD  AND  CHILDREN 


FROM  PHOTOGRAPH  ABOUT  1905. 
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Keene.  He  married  (second),  January  30,  1931, 
Dorothea  Belcher  O’Brian,  born  July  26,  1899, 
daughter  of  Louis  Atwell  and  Harriet  Josephine 
(Belcher)  O’Brian,  and  widow  of  Haines  Beede 
Quimby,  born  September  17,  1894,  died  March 
23,  1929,  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  Ruth 
Quimby,  born  June  6,  1922,  and  Virginia 
Quimby,  born  December  2,  1924. 

Children  (of  the  first  marriage) : 

(i)  Robert  Bindley,  born  June  22,  1925. 

(ii)  Brewster  Jarvis,  born  November  12,  1929. 

(3)  Natalie  Murray,  born  October  21,  1897; 

married,  August  21,  1931,  William  Frank 
Wyatt,  born  October  5,  1878,  son  of  James 
Alexander  and  Jessie  Grant  (Howe)  Wyatt. 

Children: 

(i)  William  Frank,  Jr.,  born  July  14,  1932. 

(ii)  Natalie  Elizabeth,  born  January  29,  1934. 

(4)  Anna  Haftshorne,  born  August  22,  1899; 

married,  June  25,  1925,  William  Sumner 

Holbrook,  Jr.,  born  August  1,  1899,  son  of 
William  Sumner  and  Julia  (McGee)  Holbrook. 

Children; 

(i)  Ann  Murray,  born  March  26,  1928. 

(ii)  William  Sumner,  III,  born  December  22, 
1929. 
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BIGAIL  GIFFORD,  daughter  of  Noah 
and  Martha  (Hathaway)  Gifford,  was 
born  November  16,  1807,  and  died 
November  8,  1885.  She  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  24,  1827,  Caleb  Macomber.  They  were  the 
parents  of 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Gifford,  of  whom  further. 
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NATHANIEL  GIFFORD 
J"  I  Caleb  and  Abigail 

^  (Gifford)  Macomber,  was  born  July  20, 
1841,  and  died  March  7,  1905.  He 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1871,  M.D.,  and  in  that  year  began  practice  in 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained 
until  188  5,  when  he  moved  to  Westport,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  practiced  in  Westport  until  his  death 
Dr.  Macomber  married,  April  10,  1873,  Mary  Anna 
Kaighn,  born  May  12,  1848,  died  October  17,  188  5, 
daughter  of  James  Estaugh  and  Hannah  (Evans) 
Kaighn.  They  had  one  child. 

Child: 

(1)  Mary  Scattergood,  of  whom  further. 
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LONGFELLOW  WEDDING  PARTY 

FROM  A  PHOTOGRAPH  TAKEN  ON  STEPS  OF  FRIENDS  MEETING  HOUSE 


IN  NEW  BEDFORD  JUNE  20,  1900 


GIFFORD 


^ARY  SCATTERGOOD  MACOMBER, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Gifford  and 
Mary  Anna  (Kaighn)  Macomber,  was 
born  March  19,  1878.  She  was  a 
teacher  at  Bryn  Mawr  College  before  she  married 
Herbert  Huntington  Longfellow.  He  was  born 
October  9,  1869,  son  of  Daniel  and  Lucy  (Lyman) 
Longfellow.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Longfellow  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children: 

Children: 


(1)  Margaret  Lyman,  born  April  23,  1901;  married, 
September  28,  1921,  Raymond  Ronald  Ridgway, 
born  August  27,  1 897. 

Children: 

(i)  Stewart,  born  July  27,  1922. 

(ii)  Charlotte  Caroline,  born  September  4, 
1924. 

(ill)  Margaret  Virginia,  born  October  28,  1925. 
(iv)  Herbert  Arthur,  born  June  26,  1927. 

(2)  Irene  Bartram,  died  in  infancy. 

(3)  Natalie  Macomber,  born  July  21,  1905. 

(4)  Stewart  Kaighn,  born  February  24,  1907,  died 
December  16,  1916. 
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THOMPSON 


lEUTENANT  JOHN  THOMPSON  OR 
THOMSON,  immigrant  ancestor  of  the 
line  hereinafter  under  consideration,  was 
born  in  Wales  in  1616,  and  died  in 
Middleboro,  June  16,  1696.  Ignatius  Thomson’s 
"Genealogy  of  John  Thomson  of  Plymouth”  states 
that  he  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  six,  in  the 
third  embarkation  under  the  patronage  of  Thomas 
Weston,  a  merchant  of  distinction  in  London. 
According  to  the  records  in  Pilgrim  Hall  in  Plymouth 
he  arrived  in  the  ship  "A//#.” 

His  boyhood  was  spent  in  Plymouth  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter  trade  and  where  in  1637  he 
built  the  first  frame  meeting  house.  For  this  the 
town  allotted  him  by  deed  "a  piece  of  land  from  the 
market-house  extending  back  to  the  herring  brook” 
now  called  Spring-hill.  On  March  3,  1645,  he 
purchased  from  Samuel  Eddy  a  house  and  garden  in 
Plymouth,  near  his  land  at  Spring-hill.  He  was 
elected  constable  of  Plymouth  on  June  4,  1650,  the 
first  of  the  many  public  offices  he  held  during  his 
long  and  eventful  life. 
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THOMPSON 


About  1650  John  Thompson  moved  to  that  part 
of  Sandwich  called  Nobscusset,  where  he  bought 
land  and  built  a  home.  He  remained  there  only  a 
short  time  and  moving  further  inland,  settled 
thirteen  miles  west  of  Plymouth,  on  the  border  of 
Bridgewater.  This  was  later  called  Halifax.  Here  he 
bought  an  immense  tract  of  land  from  Wetis-pa- 
quin,  sachem  of  the  Neponsets,  and  the  purchase  was 
subsequently  approved  by  the  court.  This  tract 
consisted  of  more  than  six  thousand  acres  and  was 
later  sub-divided  into  more  than  a  hundred 
farms.  Commencing  at  the  northern  part  of 
Plymouth,  now  Halifax,  it  extended  south  into 
Middleboro,  a  distance  of  five  miles.  Here  he  built 
a  log  house  in  which  he  lived  until  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire  during  King  Philip’s  War.  He  was  elected 
surveyor  for  the  town  on  June  7,  1653,  and  served 
on  the  ^Tetty  Jury”  in  October,  1660.  On  December 
2,  1665,  he  was  elected  selectman,  an  oflSce  he  held 
almost  continuously  until  1685. 

From  the  time  he  settled  in  Middleboro  until  his 
death  his  life  was  fraught  with  dangers,  which  he 


THOMPSON 


faced  and  overcame  with  indomitable  courage.  Many 
anecdotes  of  his  resourcefulness  in  outwitting  hostile 
Indians  before  the  outbreak  of  King  Philip’s  War 
are  extant.  He  is  said  to  have  taken  a  young  Indian 
named  Pringle  Peter  into  his  house  and  taught  him 
English  manners  and  customs.  When  the  Indians 
were  on  the  warpath  Pringle  Peter  would  warn  the 
settlers  in  time  to  repair  to  the  garrison  house.  In 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1 674,  before  the  outbreak  of 
King  Philip’s  War,  the  Indians  became  increasingly 
hostile  and  several  times  attacked  John  Thompson’s 
home.  With  characteristic  bravery  he  armed  himself 
and  drove  them  from  his  door.  Once,  after  a  short 
absence,  his  wife  informed  him  that  the  Indians  had 
again  appeared,  seemingly  friendly.  Knowing  the 
treachery  of  the  savages,  Thompson  immediately 
moved  his  family  and  household  goods  to  the  garrison 
house.  They  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when  they 
saw  their  home  aflame.  They  stopped  on  their  way 
to  warn  a  neighbor,  William  Danson,  but  he  delayed 
his  departure  until  the  next  morning,  and  was  killed 
while  watering  his  horse  in  the  brook  which  is  still 
called  Danson’s  Brook. 
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At  the  garrison  house  there  were  sixteen  men 
capable  of  bearing  arms.  They  assembled  and  chose 
John  Thompson  as  their  leader.  The  Governor  and 
Council  gave  him  a  commission  as  Lieutenant 
Commandant  of  the  garrison  as  well  as  in  the  field. 
Concerning  this  episode  of  his  life  the  following  is 
quoted  from  "The  History  of  Plymouth  County’’: 

"He  and  his  men  were  very  active  in  forcibly 
contending  with  the  Indians  in  1675,  and  in 
Philip’s  War  of  1676,  braving  every  danger,  and 
meeting  the  enemy  at  every  point  where  he  could 
be  found.  Having  associated  much  with  the 
Indians  in  early  life,  he  made  himself  acquainted 
partially  with  their  language,  their  habits  and 
customs,  and  from  their  manners  could  discern 
the  motives  of  their  conduct.  Often  did  they 
attempt  to  waylay  and  ambush  him,  but  his 
vigilance  never  slept,  and  his  prudence  and 
matured  judgment  effectually  guarded  his  safety. 

His  stern  and  positive  manner  awed  them  into 
fear,  and  his  inflexible  courage  subdued  them  to 
cowardice.  Whenever  he  came  into  contact  with 
them  he  triumphed  and  they  were  defeated, 
until  they  believed  that  the  Great  Spirit  pro¬ 
tected  him  and  that  he  could  not  be  killed. 
Tradition  gives  him  credit  for  having  repeatedly 


THOMPSON 


saved  the  settlements  at  Halifax  and  Middle- 
borough  by  his  superior  skill  and  well-timed 
precaution.” 

John  Thompson’s  gun,  pistols,  sword  and  halberd 
are  cherished  relics  in  Pilgrim  Hall  in  Plmouth. 
The  gun  is  7  feet  4J/2  inches  in  length,  the  barrel  is 
6  feet  1  Yz  inches  long  and  the  lock  is  1 0  inches  long. 
The  weight  is  20  pounds  12  ounces  and  the  calibre 
12  balls  to  the  pound,  indicative  of  the  immense 
strength  of  the  man  able  to  handle  and  fire  it. 
The  blade  of  the  sword  is  almost  3  feet  from  the  hilt 
to  the  point. 

As  King  Philip’s  War  went  on,  depredations  of 
the  Indians  became  almost  daily  occurrences  and 
many  Middleboro  settlers,  including  John  Thompson, 
moved  with  their  families  to  the  settlement  of 
Plymouth,  where  they  remained  during  1676.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  in  1 677,  they  returned  to  Middle¬ 
boro  and  John  Thompson  built  a  frame  house  on 
the  site  of  his  first  dwelling.  It  was  a  large,  well- 
built  house,  lined  with  brick  to  withstand  musket- 
balls  and  provided  with  loopholes  from  which  to  fire. 
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This  house  remained  in  possession  of  his  descendants 
and  was  occupied  by  them  for  five  generations,  until 
1838. 

As  the  community  started  to  rebuild  in  1677  John 
Thompson  assumed  his  place  as  a  civic  leader  and 
was  elected  deputy  to  the  General  Court. 

His  will,  dated  at  Middleboro,  April  23,  1696, 
disposed  of  a  large  estate.  He  left  to  his  wife  one- 
half  of  the  dwelling  during  her  widowhood,  use  of 
household  goods,  four  acres  of  land,  six  cows  and  a 
score  of  sheep;  to  his  son,  John,  fifty  acres  of  land; 
to  his  son,  Jacob,  the  "house  where  he  dwelleth”  and 
200  acres  of  upland;  to  his  sons,  Thomas  and  Peter, 
the  other  half  of  the  dwelling  house  on  condition  they 
maintain  their  mother’s  stock  of  cattle.  The  rest  of 
his  land  was  divided  equally  among  his  sons.  His 
daughter,  Mary  Tabor,  received  3  5  pounds  "due  me 
from  her  husband”  and  his  daughter,  Esther  Field, 
3  0  pounds  also  "due  me  from  her  husband.”  His  other 
daughters,  Elizabeth  Swift,  received  2  5  pounds, 
Sarah  "Thomson,”  40  pounds,  Mary  "Thomson,” 
40  pounds  and  Lydia  "Soul,”  34  pounds.  There  were 
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also  bequests  to  several  grandchildren.  His  sons  were 
named  as  executors  of  the  estate  and  the  will  is 
signed  ''John  Thomson.” 

Lieutenant  John  Thompson  was  one  of  the  most 
honored  men  of  Plymouth  and  Middleboro’s  pioneer 
settlers.  It  has  been  said  of  him  that  "Greatness  was 
incident  to  his  goodness,  and  his  courage  the  result 
of  moral  rectitude.”  His  gravestone  in  the  first 
burying  ground  in  Middleboro  bears  the  following 
inscription: 

In  Memory  of 

Lieut.  John  Thompson, 

who  died  June  16,  ye  1696,  in 

Ye  80  year  of  his  age. 

This  is  a  debt  to  nature  due 

Which  I  have  paid,  and  so  must  you. 

Lieutenant  John  Thompson  married,  in  Plymouth, 
December  26,  1645,  Mary  Cooke,  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Hester  (Mayhiew)  Cooke.  Francis  Cooke 
came  to  Plymouth  in  the  ^^Mayflower^^  and  his  wife 
and  children,  Jacob,  Sarah  and  Esther,  followed  in 
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the  in  1623.  Mary  Cooke  was  born  in 

Plymouth  and  died  in  Middleboro,  March  21,  1714. 
Her  father,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the 
^^Mayflower^^  passengers,  was  an  original  purchaser 
of  Dartmouth  in  1652  and  of  Middleboro  in  1662. 


(‘*A  Genealogy  of  Descendants  of 
John  Thomson  of  Plymouth,  Mass. 
Also  Sketches  of  Families  of  Allen, 
Cooke  and  Hutchinson.**  Charles 
Hutchinson  Thompson,  1890. — 
**A  Genealogy  of  John  Thomson, 
who  landed  at  Plymouth  in  the 
Month  of  May,  1622.**  Ignatius 
Thomson,  Taunton,  1841. — ^''Gen¬ 
ealogical  Dictionary  of  the  First 
Settlers  of  New  England.**  Savage 
— "History  of  Plymouth  County,** 

D.  Hamilton  Hurd,  1884.) 

Jacob  Thompson,  son  of  Lieutenant  John  and 
Mary  (Cooke)  Thompson,  was  born  April  24,  1662, 
in  Middleboro,  where  he  died  September  1,  1726.  He 
inherited  much  valuable  land  from  his  father  and 
acquired  more  by  purchase,  eventually  becoming 
one  of  Middleboro’s  substantial  and  highly  respected 
citizens.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served  the  com¬ 
munity  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  was  active  in 
church  and  civic  affairs. 
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He  married,  before  1695,  Abigail  Wadsworth, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  (Lindall)  Wads¬ 
worth.  She  died  in  Middleboro,  September  1 5,  1744, 
in  her  75  th  year. 

(Ibid.) 

Jacob  Thompson,  son  of  Jacob  and  Abigail 
(Wadsworth)  Thompson,  was  born  April  17,  1695, 
in  Middleboro,  where  he  died  March  10,  1789.  He 
owned  much  property  and  was  a  surveyor  and 
scrivener.  He  was  generally  designated  as  Clerk 
Jacob. 

He  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Tilson)  Holmes, 
widow  of  John  Holmes  of  Middleboro.  She  died 
August  8,  1773,  in  her  74th  year. 

(Ibid.) 

Captain  Jacob  Thompson,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Tilson)  Holmes  Thompson,  was  born 
March  28,  1738,  in  Middleboro,  where  he  died  in 
November,  1806.  He  was  a  farmer,  active  in  civic 
and  military  affairs,  and  captain  of  the  local  militia. 

He  married,  October  27,  1761,  Freelove  Phinney, 
daughter  of  Peletiah  and  Mercy  (Washburn) 


■r 


V 


i.'w 

I.  ’  /Sr" 

-  ./'  '  '  Mj'-ii, 


'•  '  I 


V 

(  I 


'  'V  itti'.i.. 


f>A  s'.’  :  ‘*-.f"^f '*'A  .-.^  •^|i(;w.|W%'' 

^ly  '  s*'  'it# ! 


«•■ '  <i  .  X-  ■,  , '■  I  ;''' V* ' '  •>  •'  '  *  'it'  '  i iTiT?  « ;(^'i  !>■  '.  /  •■* 

p.'„r, ' .>%X'  "v'c  ''■£;5^'''S[J»'.'#'':;(V||^^  ■'■  ''■.■•■. ' ■  , , 

IBKlIlmiv^AvOiff  '  .Mv '-.-rMM  '  .  .  V  '  •  ./  'H  .* 


'-‘V 

i.A.<  .  ‘  »■  ■ .  >■ 


Hffii  '•  V 


'■'  ■'  '‘t  'W'  '  '  •  I ’•  '  ' 


t'l 


4', 


.  (■rf/fc,-  Vf-vyv  :  '.  ,  ■,:;■);»♦?<' fcjJlj, _ 

A'l'if./.  'i  f|i';'i'[':w‘''V*ir.'i  '  ''''^^■^'■  ■'"'k.''!^'' ■  r  " 

'  ■VL*  '  ■’  , 


*  *  f  •  xfl 


"  i 


;/  ■-■  ■■•vW 


Wi^ 


v».< 


.  _  r*’ 

it,.  vf  *  ';»,$*■) 


V,  ■  (  *:' V, 

•r 


_ _ _ _ ■ 

;ftJ|‘'  WK^Hlfc'.V'  irj 


f  K 


1  » 


.*TS 


■  •'■'  ■  •  '-  ■  .vi/cV  i 


'  .’  ,'iS  yi'ALiiltlJj 


<7’ 


■  r  f  I 

■•2  /w' 


..m 


THOMPSON 


Phinney.  She  was  born  in  1740  and  died  in  Middle- 
boro,  November  7,  1826.  (Ibia.) 


Deacon  Solomon  Thompson,  son  of  Captain 
Jacob  and  Freelove  (Phinney)  Thompson,  was  born 
in  1762.  The  date  of  his  death  is  not  recorded.  His 
life  was  spent  in  Middleboro,  where  he  improved  his 
extensive  farm  holdings  and  followed  the  family 
tradition  of  exemplary  citizenship.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church,  and  served  as  deacon  for  many 
years. 

He  married,  in  1786,  Lydia  Murdock.  She  was 
born  in  Middleboro,  December  8,  1766.  (ibid.) 

Calvin  Thompson,  son  of  Deacon  Solomon  and 
Lydia  (Murdock)  Thompson,  was  born  in  Middle¬ 
boro,  October  29,  1796,  and  died  in  North  Bridge- 
water,  June  8,  18  53.  He  was  the  first  of  a  long  line 
to  leave  Middleboro,  moving  to  North  Bridgewater 
about  1844.  He  was  a  carpenter. 

He  married,  April  22,  1821,  Margarette  Richard¬ 
son,  daughter  of  Robert  Richardson  of  Boston.  She 
died  in  North  Bridgewater  in  June,  1867.  (ihid.) 
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Henry  Thompson,  son  of  Calvin  and  Margarette 
(Richardson)  Thompson,  was  born  in  Boston, 
December  4,  1827,  and  died  in  Brockton,  May  14, 
1906.  He  learned  the  carpenter  trade  from  his  father 
and  was  engaged  in  construction  work  in  Boston  and 
Brockton. 

He  married,  January  23,  1856,  Anne  Withington 
Thayer,  daughter  of  Asa  W.  Thayer  of  Randolph, 
Massachusetts.  She  was  born  September  22,  1837, 
and  died  October  1 ,  1881. 

(ibia.) 

Edward  Murdock  Thompson,  son  of  Henry  and 
Anne  Withington  (Thayer)  Thompson,  was  born 
December  31,  18  56,  in  North  Bridgewater,  now 
Brockton,  where  he  died  July  19,  1941.  He  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools  and  the  Bridgewater 
Academy.  In  1872  he  entered  the  employ  of  Henry 
Winchester  Robinson,  owner  of  the  Robinson  Dry 
Goods  Store  in  Brockton.  He  was  an  industrious, 
willing  and  conscientious  young  man  and  Mr. 
Robinson,  appreciating  his  good  qualities,  soon  took 
an  affectionate  interest  in  him  and  his  future.  The 
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story  of  his  first  year  in  the  Robinson  establishment 
is  best  illustrated  by  a  story  recently  told  by  one  of 
Mr.  Thompson's  contempories. 

"It  was  the  custom  of  the  Robinson  store,  in 
those  days,  for  clerks  to  work  by  the  year. 

Pay  days  came  annually.  In  the  meantime  each 
clerk  could  draw  against  his  salary  such  parts 
of  it  as  he  wished,  when  he  wished,  and  the 
adjustment  came  at  the  annual  pay  day.  At  the 
end  of  the  first  year  when  'Eddie’  as  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son  called  him,  went  to  the  desk  for  his  yearly 
salary,  Mr.  Robinson  followed  him  and  said  to 
the  bookkeeper:  'Eddie’s  salary  has  been  raised. 

Just  double  it  and  make  it  effective  the  first  of 
the  past  year.’ 

"The  young  E.  M.  Thompson  said:  'Mr. 
Robinson  I  can’t  accept  such  a  gift.’  'There’s  no 
gift  about  it,  Eddie;  you’ve  earned  every  cent  of 
it,’  was  his  employer’s  response. 

"That  was  typical  of  'Ed’  Thompson  —  he 
made  good  twice  over  in  all  his  undertakings 
through  life. 

"He  was  in  short,  a  typical  Brocktonian  of  the 
better  sort.” 

Mr.  Thompson  remained  with  the  Robinson  store 
until  1881.  It  was  with  regret  that  his  employer 
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accepted  his  resignation,  although  he  rejoiced  in  the 
fact  that  the  young  man  had  accumulated  enough 
capital  to  start  in  business  for  himself.  In  a  building 
built  for  him  by  Lyman  Clark  on  Centre  Street, 
adjoining  Clark’s  Block,  Mr.  Thompson  started  a 
book  and  stationery  store,  combined  with  a  news 
agency  handling  the  leading  papers  of  the  day,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Daily  Enterprise,  the  Boston  Herald  and 
others.  The  location,  across  the  street  from  the  Post 
Office,  was  an  ideal  one  for  that  type  of  business. 
Mr.  Thompson  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Joseph 
J.  Buckley,  under  the  firm  name  of  Thompson  and 
Buckley  and  when  Mr.  Buckley  withdrew,  continued 
the  business  alone.  "Thompson’s  Newsstand”  became 
a  meeting  place  for  the  general  public  and  the  down¬ 
town  headquarters  of  the  Brockton  Fair  Association, 
in  which  Mr.  Thompson  had  been  active  since  its 
organization  in  1874. 

On  the  opening  day  of  the  Fair,  in  the  fall  of 
1874,  Edward  M.  Thompson  worked  as  a  checker  in 
the  domestic  department.  His  employer,  Mr. 
Robinson,  first  president  of  the  Fair,  was  impressed 
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with  his  cooperative  spirit  which  also  attracted  the 
attention  of  other  officials.  "His  work  in  the  modest 
fall  exhibitions  that  were  the  first  Brockton  Fairs,  his 
suggestions  and  ideas  for  improvements  and  features, 
helped  much  in  making  the  Fair  the  nationally 
known  institution  it  became.” 

Following  his  first  official  position  as  an  entry 
clerk,  Mr.  Thompson  became  ticket  seller  and  held 
this  position  until  1888  when  he  succeeded  Mr.  Davis 
S.  Packard  as  treasurer.  For  more  than  half  a 
century  he  handled  the  finances  of  the  Fair  and  in 
that  period  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
receipts  double  many  times  over  and  to  know  the 
pleasure  derived  from  public  work  well  done.  In 
1893  he  also  assumed  the  duties  of  press  agent,  a 
position  that  gave  him  full  scope  in  carrying  out 
his  original  and  constructive  ideas  as  to  new  features. 
The  educational  departments  were  his  particular 
interest,  and  he  was  instrumental  in  making 
children’s  day  at  the  Fair  an  outstanding  success. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  also  a  leader  in  financial  circles 
and  in  1890  became  associated  with  the  Brockton 
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Savings  Bank,  serving  in  various  capacities  until 
1924,  when  he  was  elected  president,  a  position  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Brockton 
National  Bank  and  for  many  years  was  distinguished 
as  the  oldest  member  of  the  Security  Federal  Savings 
and  Loan  Association,  formerly  the  Security  Co¬ 
operative  Bank.  He  handled  the  public’s  money  with 
the  same  scrupulous  care  that  characterized  all  his 
business  dealings,  and  he  won  for  himself  an  enviable 
reputation  for  conservative  and  sound  judgment.  He 
was  especially  noted  as  an  appraiser  of  real  estate 
values,  and  was  often  called  upon  in  this  capacity. 
The  following  tribute  from  Mr.  William  G.  Allen, 
treasurer  of  the  Brockton  Savings  Bank,  is  indicative 
of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
associates: 

**It  has  been  a  great  privilege  to  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  be  closely  associated  with  Mr. 
Thompson  for  many  years. 

**His  sterling  character,  integrity  and  excep¬ 
tional  ability  have  been  a  real  inspiration. 
Always  ready  to  listen  to  any  problem,  his  keen 
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foresight  and  sound  judgment  have  been  partic¬ 
ularly  valuable  to  the  bank  to  which  he  was  so 
devoted. 

'*His  counsel  was  frequently  sought  by  others 
needing  business  advice. 

**The  officers  and  clerks  of  this  bank  have 
lost  a  personal  friend  and  companion.  He  will 
be  missed  by  all,  but  his  memory  cherished  with 
deep  and  sincere  appreciation.” 

Of  a  genial  disposition,  Mr.  Thompson  occupied 
an  important  place  in  the  social,  fraternal  and  club 
life  of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of 
the  Commercial  Club,  which  he  served  in  various 
capacities  for  many  years  and  in  1904  and  1905  as 
president.  He  was  especially  active  in  Masonic  circles, 
and  in  1883  served  as  secretary  of  Paul  Revere  Lodge 
and  later  as  chairman  of  the  trustees  of  its  permanent 
funds.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  Baalis  Sanford 
Lodge  and  a  member  of  Satucket  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Brockton  Council  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  and  Bay  State  Commandery,  Ediights 
Templars.  As  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  he  was 
affiliated  with  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  of  Boston.  He 
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derived  much  enjoyment  from  his  membership  in 
the  Monponsett  Fish  and  Game  Club  of  Halifax  and 
owned  a  summer  cottage  on  Monponsett  Lake.  Fish¬ 
ing  and  hunting  were  a  lifetime  passion  with  him, 
and  in  his  youth  he  was  numbered  as  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  marksmen  in  three  hunting  clubs  in  Brockton 
and  vicinity. 

No  biography  of  Edward  Murdock  Thompson 
would  be  complete  without  mention  of  his  genuine 
interest  in  the  younger  generation  and  his  quiet,  un- 
ostentacious  generosity  that  enabled  many  of  them  to 
take  their  places  in  the  world.  The  full  extent  of  his 
good  works  in  this  respect  will  never  be  known  for 
he  preferred  not  to  discuss  it.  His  interest  in  the  Boy 
Scout  movement  was  not  generally  known,  but  after 
his  death  it  was  recalled  that  he  brought  it  to  the 
attention  of  his  fellow  Rotarians  many  years  ago. 
He  urged  encouragement  and  support  in  behalf  of  the 
boys,  who,  he  said,  would  be  the  Brocktonians  of  the 
future.  This  is  only  one  of  the  many  instances  in 
which  the  youth  of  the  city  benefited  by  his 
splendid  citizenship  and  the  individual  cases  in  which 
he  furnished  a  college  education  or  a  good  position 
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were  only  known  to  the  recipients  themselves.  He 
was  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  Community  Chest 
and  other  charities,  in  fact  "every  good  cause  found 
in  him  a  friend  and  helper.  Service  and  sympathy 
were  native  to  his  soul.’’ 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Thompson  was  local  corre¬ 
spondent  for  the  Associated  Press,  and  throughout 
his  life  he  was  keenly  interested  in  newspaper  work. 
As  distributor  of  the  Daily  Enterprise  for  many  years, 
he  was  an  important  factor  in  the  progress  of  that 
publication,  which  he  regarded  as  a  barometer  of 
the  growth  of  the  city.  He  was  ever  ready  to  assist 
projects  sponsored  by  the  Rotary  Club  or  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  he  held  member¬ 
ship.  A  newspaper  account  of  his  career  stated  that 
"a  list  of  his  activities  reads  like  the  calendar  of  every 
movement  in  the  history  of  the  city”  and  every 
Brocktonian  who  knew  him  personally  or  by  reputa¬ 
tion  is  in  hearty  agreement  with  the  statement. 

In  spite  of  his  many  interests  and  duties,  Mr. 
Thompson  found  time  to  indulge  an  absorbing  past¬ 
time,  the  cultivating  of  rare  and  beautiful  flowers. 
He  was  especially  proud  of  his  garden  at  his  Newbury 
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Street  home  and  devoted  much  time  to  making  it 
one  of  the  most  charming  spots  in  the  city. 

Tributes  to  his  worth  as  a  man,  a  friend  and  a 
citizen  came  from  every  side  upon  his  passing. 
Speaking  for  the  Brockton  Agricultural  Society, 
which  he  served  so  many  years,  Mr.  Harold  S. 
Crocker,  City  Engineer  and  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Society,  said  in  part: 

**Edward  M.  Thompson  served  Brockton  Fair 
in  some  capacity  from  its  inception  to  the 
present  time.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  Society 
for  50  years,  until  his  resignation  from  that 
office  in  December,  1939.  He  has  served  as 
vice-president  many  terms  and  was  a  valuable 
member  of  the  board  of  directors.  ^  His 
painstaking  efforts  and  integrity  through  all  the 
years  stamped  him  as  the  outstanding  official  of 
the  Brockton  Agricultural  Society. 

**Keen  of  judgment,  his  opinion  was  con¬ 
tinually  asked  on  all  phases  of  the  Fair’s  activities. 

At  many  meetings  of  the  board  of  directors  Mr. 
Thompson  would  be  requested  to  state  his  views, 

'  and  in  most  cases  the  vote  on  the  subject  would 
coincide  with  his  advice. 

‘‘Brockton  Fair  did  well  in  selecting  such  a  man 
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to  give  of  his  time  and  experience  to  this  public 
enterprise.  Mr.  Thompson’s  place  cannot  be 
filled.” 

At  an  impressive  funeral  service,  attended  by 
representatives  from  the  various  fraternal,  financial 
and  civic  organizations  in  the  city.  Reverend  Mr. 
Edwin  H.  Gibson,  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  eulogized  his  useful  life  and  its  worth  to  the 
community.  He  said,  in  part: 

**In  the  passing  of  Edward  M.  Thompson 
Brockton  loses  a  worthy  and  distinguished 
citizen.  For  more  than  three  score  years  he  has 
been  a  figure  in  our  city’s  life  and  activity.  ^  ^  ^ 
Those  who  have  lived  and  worked  with  him 
through  the  years  know  his  record  intimately. 
They  enjoyed  then,  and  remember  now,  the  full 
light  of  his  fellowship.  Others,  who  were 
touched  only  by  the  shadow  of  his  influence 
know  well  that  his  concern  for  the  city  embraced 
the  well-being  of  every  one  of  its  citizens. 

**His  accomplishments  were  never  selfishly 
conceived  nor  wrought  for  his  own  glory.  -'  **•  *^ 

The  organizations  in  which  he  held  membership 
indicate  the  obligations  he  willingly  assumed,  the 
high  commitments  to  which  he  subscribed,  and 
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the  varied  services  he  was  able  to  render  in 
every  group  by  his  experience,  counsel  and 
wisdom.  '•  '*  " 

''He  will  be  greatly  missed  at  home,  and  by 
his  associates  in  business,  fraternal  and  social 
circles  in  Brockton,  But  his  simple  dignity, 
genuine  cordiality  and  impelling  integrity  will 
be  remembered  and  treasured  by  all  of  us  and  the 
sweet  influence  of  his  spirit  will  long  be  a 
directing  and  inspiring  power  among  us. 

"A  little  poem  entitled,  'He  lived  a  Life,’ 
suggest  what,  I  believe,  we  all  instinctively  feel. 

"What  was  his  creed? 

I  do  not  know  his  creed,  I  only  know 
That  here  below,  he  walked  the  common  road 
And  lifted  many  a  load,  lightened  the  task, 
Brightened  the  day  for  others  toiling  on  a  weary 
way; 

This  his  only  meed;  I  do  not  know  his  creed. 

What  was  his  creed?  I  never  heard  him  speak 
Of  visions  rapturous,  of  Alpine  peak 
Of  doctrine,  dogma,  new  or  old; 

But  this  I  know,  he  was  forever  bold 

To  stand  alone,  to  face  the  challenge  of  each  day. 

And  live  the  truth,  so  far  as  he  could  see  — 

The  truth  that  evermore  makes  free. 
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His  creed?  I  care  not  what  his  creed; 

Enough  that  never  yielded  he  to  greed, 

But  served  a  brother  in  his  daily  need; 

Plucked  many  a  thorn  and  planted  many  a 
flower; 

Glorified  the  service  of  each  hour; 

Had  faith  in  God,  himself,  and  fellow-men; 
Perchance  he  never  thought  in  terms  of  creed; 

I  only  know  he  lived  a  life,  in  deed!” 

The  following  editorial  appeared  in  a  local  news¬ 
paper  on  the  day  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  death; 

‘^Brockton  Success  Story 

"Edward  M.  Thompson’s  record  as  a  banker, 
Brockton  Fair  treasurer  and  business  man  has 
been  written.  No  word  need  be  added.  But  from 
it  may  be  deducted  the  significance  of  a  news¬ 
paper  story  —  that  the  best  essays  on  the 
American  way  are  lived,  not  written. 

"Mr.  Thompson  lived  one.  It  began  when,  as 
a  boy,  he  went  to  work  in  the  store  of  Henry 
Winchester  Robinson,  the  town’s  strong  man 
back  in  the  years  when  a  growing  town  was 
learning  self-reliance. 

"He  began  as  every  new  boy  in  shop,  store 
or  office  is  starting  out  in  1941. 

"Around  the  corner  on  Centre  Street  is  a 


THOMPSON 


wooden  building  that  cradled  his  business  career. 

A  large  property  owner  of  that  day  built  it  for 
the  boy  who  was  leaving  Robinson’s  store  to  take 
over  a  news  agency  on  a  small  hoard  saved  from 
smaller  pay. 

*'The  property  owner  wasn’t  a  philanthropist; 
he  was  investing  a  few  crumbs  of  capital  in 
character,  thrift,  integrity,  the  will  to  work.  It 
returned  cash  dividends. 

"'The  upright  life  of  Edward  M.  Thompson 
received  mention  when  men  bowed  at  his  bier 
this  afternoon.  It  was  but  emphasis  on  self- 
evident  truth.  No  broad  gauge  success  story  as 
his  can  be  lived  and  achieved  otherwise.” 

Mr.  Thompson  married,  January  14,  1891,  Mattie 
M.  Allen,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Caroline 
(Sylvester)  Allen.  She  was  born  August  16,  1863, 
and  died  October  10,  1914.  No  children. 

(Newspaper  articles.  —  Family  data.) 
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\  OBERT  VOSE,  immigrant  ancestor  of 
the  line  herein  followed,  son  of  Thomas 
J  and  Margery  Vose,  was  born  in  Garston, 
^  Lancashire,  England,  about  1599,  and 
died  in  Milton,  Massachusetts,  October  11,  1683. 
He  came  to  America  about  1650  and  the  first 
mention  of  him  is  found  in  a  land  transfer  dated 
July  13,  1654,  whereby  he  acquired  five  hundred 
acres  comprising  the  estate  of  John  Glover,  and  is 
referred  to  as  ''gentleman  of  Dorchester.”  The 
Glover  estate  was  located  mainly  in  that  part  of 
Dorchester  which  later  was  incorporated  in  the 
town  of  Milton,  and  sold  to  Robert  Vose  for  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  and  fowre  score  pounds  sterl.” 


Robert  Vose  became  active  in  Dorchester  affairs 
and  served  as  "supervisor  of  the  hieways”  in  1657. 
He  was  one  of  four  chosen  to  lay  out  the  common 
lands  in  1659  and  in  1662  was  one  of  the  three 
petitioners  for  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of 
Milton.  He  was  admitted  a  Freeman  May  30,  1666, 
and  served  as  selectman  in  1669  and  again  in  1677. 

He  was  also  prominent  in  the  church  and  on 
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July  17,  1681,  was  received  in  full  communion.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  persons  to  be  admitted  by  the 
Reverend  Peter  Thatcher  who  was  ordained  June  1, 
1681,  the  first  pastor  of  the  church. 

In  1682  Robert  Vose  transferred  most  of  his  real 
estate  to  his  son,  Thomas.  His  will  was  dated 
September  10,  1683,  and  his  estate  amounted  to 
forty- four  pounds  and  five  shillings. 

Robert  Vose  married  in  1629,  Jane  Moss,  of  the 
Parish  of  Childwall,  Lancaster,  England.  She  died 
in  Milton  in  October,  1675. 

Captain  Thomas  Vose,  son  of  Robert  and  Jane 
(Moss)  Vose,  was  born  in  Ditton,  Lancashire, 
England,  in  1 640,  and  died  in  Milton,  April  23,  1708. 

He  was  a  large  land  owner  in  Milton  where  he 
spent  his  entire  lifetime  and  served  the  town  as 
selectman  and  town  clerk.  When  the  Indian  uprisings 
in  1675  threatened  the  colonists  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  respond  to  the  call  to  arms.  He  was 
appointed  Lieutenant  and  served  under  Captain 
Samuel  Wadsworth  in  King  Philip’s  War.  In  1 689  he 
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was  appointed  Captain  of  the  local  militia  and  took 
part  in  the  Expedition  against  Canada. 

Captain  Thomas  Vose  married,  about  1661, 
Waitstill  Wyatt,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary 
Wyatt  of  Dorchester.  She  was  baptized  in  Dorchester, 
March  2 ,  1 64  5 ,  and  died  in  Milton,  January  28,  1728. 

Lieutenant  Henry  Vose,  son  of  Captain 
Thomas  and  Waitstill  (Wyatt)  Vose,  was  born 
April  9,  1663,  in  Milton,  where  he  died  March  26, 
1752. 

He  took  a  prominent  part  in  civic  and  military 
affairs  and  early  records  and  histories  of  Milton 
abound  with  references  to  him.  He  was  appointed 
Sergeant  in  1691,  Ensign  in  1706  and  Lieutenant  in 
1708.  In  1713  he  served  as  selectman  and  except  for 
a  few  terms  held  this  oflSce  until  1724.  He  frequently 
acted  as  moderator  at  town  meetings  and  was  a 
member  of  various  town  and  church  committees. 

Lieutenant  Henry  Vose  married  (first).  May  18, 
1686,  Elizabeth  Badcock,  daughter  of  Captain 
Robert  and  Joanna  Badcock  of  Milton.  She  was  born 
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December  24,  1666,  and  died  November  18,  1732. 
He  married  (second)  Jemima  (Daniels)  Tucker, 
widow  of  Ebenezer  Tucker  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Dorothy  Daniels.  She  was  baptized,  September 
16,  1683,  and  died  February  11,  1762. 

Lieutenant  Robert  Vose,  son  of  Lieutenant 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Badcock)  Vose,  was  born 
October  25,  1693,  in  Milton,  where  he  died  April  20, 
1760.  He  received  a  grant  of  land  allowed  by  the 
government  of  Massachusetts  for  services  rendered 
by  his  grandfather.  Captain  Thomas  Vose,  in  King 
Philip’s  War.  This  consisted  of  two  tracts  of  a 
hundred  acres  each  located  in  the  section  which  later 
was  incorporated  in  the  town  of  Bedford,  New 
Hampshire.  He  attended  the  meeting  held  in  Boston, 
October  31,  1734,  at  which  the  claimants  to  the 
grant  drew  lots,  and  lot  Number  Forty-five  fell  to 
him.  His  property  in  Milton  and  vicinity  consisted 
of  one  hundred  acres  of  the  homestead  property, 
seventy-six  acres  adjacent  to  it  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  acres  in  Stoughton  and  Wrentham. 

He  was  active  in  the  local  militia  and  served  as 
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First  Lieutenant  until  his  death.  He  died  intestate 
and  his  properties  and  personal  estate  of  five  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  pounds  in  cash  were  divided  among 
his  children. 

Lieutenant  Robert  Vose  married  in  1721,  Abigail 
Sumner,  daughter  of  William  and  Esther  (Puffer) 
Sumner.  She  was  born  January  31,  1699-1700,  in 
Milton,  where  she  died  December  28,  1769. 

Lieutenant  Benjamin  Vose,  son  of  Lieutenant 
Robert  and  Abigail  (Sumner)  Vose,  was  born  July 
5,  1744,  in  Milton,  where  he  died  June  7,  1815.  He 
was  a  tailor  and  volunteered  for  service  in  the 
Revolution.  He  was  appointed  First  Lieutenant  in 
Captain  John  Bradley’s  Company,  Colonel  Lemuel 
Robinson’s  Regiment. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  Milton  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  tailor.  He  became  prominent  in 
town  affairs  and  served  eight  years  as  surveyor  of 
highways  and  as  overseer  of  the  poor.  In  1790  he 
bought  a  farm  of  twenty  acres  on  Brush  Hill  and 
later  acquired  several  parcels  of  land  in  Milton, 
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eventually  becoming  one  of  the  largest  property 
owners  there  of  his  time. 

Lieutenant  Benjamin  Vose  married,  May  15,  1769, 
Esther  Sumner,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Lydia 
(Badcock)  Sumner.  She  was  born  September  12, 
1750,  in  Milton,  where  she  died  November  9,  1804. 

Jesse  Vose,  son  of  Lieutenant  Benjamin  and 
Esther  (Sumner)  Vose,  was  born  January  23,  1783, 
in  Milton,  where  he  died  July  9,  1834.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Milton  and  at 
Atkinson  Academy  in  New  Hampshire,  but  because 
of  the  sudden  illness  of  his  father  was  compelled  to 
leave  before  graduation  and  return  to  his  home  on 
Brush  Hill  which  he  later  inherited.  In  1810  he 
began  to  manufacture  moulds  used  in  paper  making. 
His  account  books,  containing  the  names  of  most 
of  the  leading  paper  makers  of  the  period  and  cover¬ 
ing  a  span  of  twenty  years,  show  this  business 
became  an  extensive  one  for  the  times.  He  invented 
a  machine  for  weaving  a  wire  screen  which  was 
very  successful  and  brought  him  fame  and  fortune. 
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He  was  a  leader  in  the  community,  which  he 
served  as  town  treasurer  and  surveyor  of  the  high¬ 
ways.  He  held  many  other  town  offices,  and  was  a 
member  of  almost  every  town  and  church  committee 
in  Milton.  In  1829  he  built  a  large  house  near  the 
homestead  on  Brush  Hill,  which  remained  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  descendants  until  1926. 

Jesse  Vose  married,  February  22,  1807,  Matilda 
Whiting,  daughter  of  Joshua  arid  Mary  (Ellis) 
Whiting.  She  was  born  July  17,  1788,  and  died 
February  25,  1891. 

Jesse  Vose,  son  of  Jesse  and  Matilda  (Whiting) 
Vose,  was  born  December  5,  1819,  in  Milton,  where 
he  died  February  15,  1862.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  Milton  Academy. 
As  his  father  died  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  he 
lived  with  the  grandfather  Joshua  Whiting  at  Green- 
lodge,  Dedham,  and  remained  there  until  he  was  of 
age  when  he  returned  to  Milton  and  took  charge  of 
his  father’s  estate.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
house  built  by  his  father  on  Brush  Hill  and,  with  his 
brother,  Joshua,  cultivated  and  improved  the  land. 
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Jesse  Vose  made  his  property  one  of  the  model 
farms  of  the  section,  and  was  considered  a  leading 
agriculturist  of  his  time.  He  served  Milton  as  select¬ 
man,  assessor,  overseer  of  the  poor  and  surveyor  of 
highways.  He  was  also  active  in  the  church  and  in 
the  Singing  Society  of  Milton. 

His  life  and  character  was  ably  summed  up  by  the 
Reverend  John  H.  Morrison,  who  at  his  funeral  paid 
him  the  following  tribute: 

**No  one  in  our  day  would  be  so  well  entitled 
to  the  name  of  Tarmer  Vose*  as  Mr.  Jesse  Vose 
of  Brush  Hill.  'I  considered  him’  said  a  com¬ 
petent  judge,  'the  best  farmer  in  Milton.’  But 
this  was  only  one  of  his  claims  to  respect.  He 
united  in  himself  many  of  the  best  qualities  of 
his  family.  He  was  intelligent  and  faithful, 
modest  and  reserved.  He  was  constant  in  his 
attendance  at  public  worship,  and  yet  a  man  of 
deeds  more  than  of  professions.  As  a  neighbor 
he  was  more  ready  to  do  a  kind  act  than  to  talk 
about  it,  and  no  man’s  advice  was  more  sought 
and  valued  by  those  who  needed  it.” 

Jesse  Vose  married,  November  17,  1847,  Frances 
Ellis,  daughter  of  Colburn  and  Lucy  (Ellis)  Ellis. 
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HENRY  WHITING  VOSE 


VOSE 


She  was  born  in  West  Dedham,  May  16,  1826,  and 
died  in  Milton,  March  3,  1919. 

Henry  Whiting  Vose,  son  of  Jesse  and  Frances 
(Ellis)  Vose,  was  born  in  Milton,  June  12,  1850,  and 
died  in  Stoughton,  Massachusetts,  December  12, 
1939.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Milton,  but 
his  education  was  interrupted  by  the  death  of  his 
father  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  took  charge  of 
the  Brush  Hill  farm,  conducting  it  in  a  manner  that 
would  have  been  creditable  to  one  of  more  mature 
years. 

As  Milton  grew,  he  kept  pace  with  the  needs  of 
its  constantly  increasing  population  and  established 
a  model  dairy,  built  up  a  large  milk  business  and 
conducted  it  successfully  for  twenty-seven  years. 

In  1882  he  bought  from  the  estate  of  his  Uncle 
John  Vose,  a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  where  the 
latter  had  been  engaged  in  the  florist  business  since 
1866.  Mr.  Vose  took  over  this  business  and  specialized 
in  producing  carnations,  eventually  becoming  one  of 
the  best-known  florists  in  Milton  and  vicinity.  He 
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continued  successfully  until  1926  when  he  retired 
and  sold  his  Milton  property.  In  that  year  he  moved 
to  Stoughton  where  he  bought  a  small  farm  of  five 
acres  and  spent  his  remaining  years  in  well-earned 
retirement. 

Mr.  Vose  inherited  his  love  for  music  from  his 
father.  He  was  an  accomplished  musician  and  a 
member  of  the  Stoughton  Musical  Society,  which  he 
joined  in  1879,  and  in  which  he  kept  an  active 
interest  throughout  his  life. 

Henry  Whiting  Vose  married,  November  3,  1897, 
Margaret  Ann  (Brooks)  Walcott.  She  was  born  in 
Freeport,  Maine,  May  3,  1852.  No  children. 
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